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Revealed in Madinah

Part I (Ayah 1-185)

The Virtues of Surah Al-Baqarah|

In Musnad Ahmad, Sahih Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i, it
is recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said,
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Do not turn your houses into graves. Verily, Shaytan
does not enter the house where Surah Al-Baqarah is
recited.

At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih".
Also, Abdullah bin Mas" ud said,

"Shaytan flees from the house where Surah Al-
Baqgarah is heard."



This Hadith was collected by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm
wal-Laylah, and Al-Hakim recorded it in his
Mustadrak, and then said that its chain of narration is
authentic, although the Two Sahihs did not collect it.

In his Musnad, Ad-Darimi recorded that Ibn Mas" ud said,

"Shaytan departs the house where Surah Al-Baqarah is
being recited, and as he leaves, he passes gas."

Ad-Darimi also recorded that Ash-Sha’ bi said that Abdullah bin
Mas' ud said,

"Whoever recites ten Ayat from Surah Al-Baqarah in a
night, then Shaytan will not enter his house that night.
These ten Ayat are;

e four from the beginning,

e Ayat Al-Kursi (255),

e the following two Ayat (256-257) and
¢ the last three Ayat."

In another narration, Ibn Mas" ud said,

"Then Shaytan will not come near him or his family, nor
will he be touched by anything that he dislikes. Also, if
these Ayat were to be recited over a senile person, they
would wake him up."

Further, Sahl bin Sa"d said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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Everything has a hump (or, high peek), and Al-Baqarah
is the high peek of the Qur'an. Whoever recites Al-
Baqarah at night in his house, then Shaytan will not
enter that house for three nights. Whoever recites it



during a day in his house, then Shaytan will not enter
that house for three days.

This Hadith was collected by Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani,
Abu Hatim Ibn Hibban in his Sahih and Ibn Marduwyah.

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded that Abu
Hurayrah said,

"The Messenger of Allah sent an expedition force
comprising of many men and asked each about what
they memorized of the Qur'an. The Prophet came to one
of the youngest men among them and asked him, *What
have you memorized (of the Qur'an) young man?'

He said, "I memorized such and such Surahs and also
Al-Baqarah.'

The Prophet said, " You memorized Surah Al-Baqarah.'
He said, "Yes.'
The Prophet said, " Then you are their commander.'

One of the noted men (or chiefs) commented, ' By Allah!
I did not learn Surah Al-Baqarah, for fear that I would
not be able to implement it.

The Messenger of Allah said,
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Learn Al-Qur'an and recite it, for the example of whoever
learns the Qur'an, recites it and adheres to it, is the
example of a bag that is full of musk whose scent fills
the air.



The example of whoever learns the Qur'an and then
sleeps (i.e. lazy) while the Qur'an is in his memory, is
the example of a bag that has musk, but is closed tight.

This is the wording collected by At-Tirmidhi, who said
that this Hadith is Hasan.

In another narration, At-Tirmidhi recorded this same
Hadith in a Mursal manner, so Allah knows best.

Also, Al-Bukhari recorded that;

Usayd bin Hudayr said that he was once reciting Surah
Al-Baqarah while his horse was tied next to him. The
horse started to make some noise. When Usayd stopped
reciting, the horse stopped moving about. When he
resumed reading, the horse started moving about again.
When he stopped reciting, the horse stopped moving,
and when he resumed reading, the horse started to
move again. Meanwhile, his son Yahya was close to the
horse, and he feared that the horse might step on him.
When he moved his son back, he looked up to the sky
and saw a cloud radiating with light that looked like
lamps. In the morning, he went to the Prophet and told
him what had happened and then said, "O Messenger of
Allah! My son Yahya was close to the horse and I feared
that she might step on him. When I attended to him and
raised my head to the sky, I saw a cloud with lights like
lamps. So I went, but I couldn't see it."

The Prophet said, "Do you know what that was?"
He said, "No."

The Prophet said,
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They were the angels, they came close hearing your
voice (reciting Surah Al-Baqarah), and if you had kept
reading, the people would have been able to see the

4



angels when the morning came, and the angels would
not be hidden from their eyes.

This is the narration reported by Imam Abu Ubayd Al-
Qasim bin Salam in his book Fada'il Al-Qur'an.

Virtues of Surah Al-Bagarah and Surah Al Imran

Imam Ahmad said that Abu Nu’ aym narrated to them that
Bishr bin Muhajir said that Abdullah bin Buraydah narrated to
him from his father,

"I was sitting with the Prophet and I heard him say,
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Learn Surah Al-Baqarah, because in learning it there is
blessing, in ignoring it there is sorrow, and the
sorceresses cannot memorize it.

He kept silent for a while and then said,
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Learn Surah Al-Baqarah and Al Imran because they are
two lights and they shade their people on the Day of
Resurrection, just as two clouds, two spaces of shade or
two lines of (flying) birds.
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The Qur'an will meet its companion in the shape of a
pale-faced man on the Day of Resurrection when his
grave is opened. The Qur'an will ask him, 'Do you know
me?'
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The man will say, 'I do not know you.'
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The Qur'an will say, 'I am your companion, the Qur'an,
which has brought you thirst during the heat and made
you stay up during the night. Every merchant has his
certain trade. But, this Day, you are behind all types of
trade.'
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Kingship will then be given to him in his right hand,
eternal life in his left hand and the crown of grace will be
placed on his head.
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His parents will also be granted two garments that the
people of this life could never afford.
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They will say, 'Why were we granted these garments?’
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It will be said, 'Because your son was carrying the
Qur'an.'
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It will be said (to the reader of the Qur'an), 'Read and
ascend through the levels of Paradise.’

He will go on ascending as long as he recites, whether
reciting slowly or quickly."

Ibn Majah also recorded part of this Hadith from Bishr
bin Al-Muhajir, and this chain of narrators is Hasan,
according to the criteria of Imam Muslim.

A part of this Hadith is also supported by other
Hadiths.

For instance, Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah
Al-Bahili said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say,
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Read the Qur'an, because it will intercede on
behalf of its people on the Day of Resurrection.
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Read the two lights, Al-Baqarah and Al Imran,
because they will come in the shape of two
clouds, two shades or two lines of birds on the
Day of Resurrection and will argue on behalf of
their people on that Day.
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The Prophet then said,
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Read Al-Baqarah, because in having it there is
blessing, and in ignoring there is a sorrow and the
sorceresses cannot memorize it.

Also, Imam Muslim narrated this Hadith in the Book of
Prayer.

Imam Ahmad narrated that An-Nawwas bin Sam an said that
the Prophet said,
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On the Day of Resurrection the Qur'an and its people
who used to implement it will be brought forth, preceded
by Surah Al-Baqarah and Al Imran.

An-Nawwas said,

"The Prophet set three examples for these two Surahs
and I did not forget these examples ever since. He said,
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They will come like two clouds, two dark shades or two
lines of birds arguing on behalf of their people.

It was also recorded in Sahih Muslim and At-Tirmidhi
narrated this Hadith, which he rendered Hasan Gharib.

Surah Al-Bagarah was revealed in Al-Madinah

There is no disagreement over the view that Surah Al-Baqarah
was revealed in its entirety in Al-Madinah. Moreover, Al-
Baqgarah was one of the first Surahs to be revealed in Al-
z 5£ Z /’ !ig
Madinah, while, Allah's statement, ﬂ\é!u&ﬁykg\,ﬂ\j (And
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be afraid of the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah).
(2:281) was the last Ayah to be revealed from the Qur'an.
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Also, the Ayat about usury were among the last Ayat to be
revealed.

Khalid bin Ma"dan used to call Al-Baqarah the Fustat (tent) of
the Qur'an.

Some of the scholars said that it contains a thousand news
incidents, a thousand commands and a thousand prohibitions.
Those who count said that the number of Al-Baqarah's Ayat is
two hundred and eighty-seven, and its words are six thousand
two hundred and twenty-one words. Further, its letters are
twenty-five thousand five hundred. Allah knows best.

Ibn Jurayj narrated that Ata said that Ibn Abbas said,
"Surah Al-Baqarah was revealed in Al-Madinah."

Also, Khasif said from Mujahid that Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said;
"Surah Al-Baqarah was revealed in Al-Madinah."

Several Imams and scholars of Tafsir issued similar
statements, and there is no difference of opinion over
this as we have stated.

The Two Sahihs recorded that;

Ibn Mas ud kept the Ka bah on his left side and Mina
on his right side and threw seven pebbles (at the
Jamrah) and said,

"The one to whom Surah Al-Baqarah was revealed (i.e.
the Prophet) performed Rami (the Hajj rite of throwing
pebbles) similarly."

The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith.

Further, Ibn Marduwyah reported a Hadith of Shu'bah from
Aqil bin Talhah from Utbah bin Marthad;

"The Prophet saw that his Companions were not in the
first lines and he said,

O Companions of Surah Al-Baqarah.
9



I think that this incident occurred during the battle of
Hunayn when the Companions retreated. Then, the
Prophet commanded Al-Abbas (his uncle) to yell out,

il olsalG
O Companions of the tree!

Meaning, the Companions who participated in the pledge
of Ar-Ridwan (under the tree).

In another narration, Al- Abbas cried,
"O Companions of Surah Al-Baqarah!"

encouraging them to come back, so they returned from
every direction.

Also, during the battle of Al-Yamamah, against the army
of Musaylimah the Liar, the Companions first retreated
because of the huge number of soldiers in Musaylimah's
army. The Muhajirun and the Ansar called out for each
other, saying; "O people of Surah Al-Baqgarah!" Allah
then gave them victory over their enemy, may Allah be
pleased with all of the companions of all the Messengers
of Allah.

AP

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.

N

2:1 Alif Lam Mim.

The Discussion of the Individual Letters

Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful says;
€))])
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Alif Lam Mim.

The individual letters in the beginning of some Surahs
are among those things whose knowledge Allah has kept
only for Himself. This was reported from Abu Bakr,
Umar, Uthman, Ali and Ibn Mas" ud.

It was said that these letters are the names of some of
the Surahs.

It was also said that they are the beginnings that Allah
chose to start the Surahs of the Qur'an with.

Khasif stated that Mujahid said,

"The beginnings of the Surahs, such as Qaf,
Sad, Ta Sin Mim and Alif Lam Ra, are just
some letters of the alphabet."

Some linguists also stated that;

they are letters of the alphabet and that Allah
simply did not cite the entire alphabet of twenty-
eight letters.

For instance, they said, one might say, "My son
recites Alif, Ba, Ta, Tha..." he means the entire
alphabet although he stops before mentioning the
rest of it.

This opinion was mentioned by Ibn Jarir.

The Letters at the Beginning of Surahs

If one removes the repetitive letters, then the number of letters
mentioned at the beginning of the Surahs is fourteen:

o Alif,

e Lam,
e Mim,
e Sad,
e Ra,

e Kaf,
e Ha,

11



e Ya,

e Ayn,
e Ta,

e Sin,
e Ha,

* Qaf,
e Nun.

So glorious is He Who made everything subtly reflect His
wisdom.

Moreover, the scholars said,

"There is no doubt that Allah did not reveal these letters
for jest and play."

Some ignorant people said that;

some of the Qur'an does not mean anything, (meaning,
such as these letters) thus committing a major mistake.

On the contrary, these letters carry a specific meaning.
Further, if we find an authentic narration leading to the
Prophet that explains these letters, we will embrace the
Prophet's statement. Otherwise, we will stop where we

were made to stop and will proclaim, [2}09\.;.(”‘%93[:5 (We

believe in it; all of it (clear and unclear verses) is from
our Lord), (3:7).

The scholars did not agree on one opinion or explanation
regarding this subject. Therefore, whoever thinks that
one scholar's opinion is correct, he is obliged to follow it,
otherwise it is better to refrain from making any
judgment on this matter. Allah knows best.
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2:2 This is the Book, wherein there is no doubt, a
guidance for the Muttaqin.
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There is no Doubt in the Qur'an

Allah says;
RPN A R C | P

This is the Book, wherein there is no doubt,

The Book, is the Qur'an, and Rayb means doubt.

As-Suddi said that Abu Malik and Abu Salih narrated
from Ibn Abbas, and Murrah Al-Hamadani narrated from
Ibn Mas ud and several other Companions of the

Messenger of Allah that, %Q&U (In which there is no
Rayb),
means about which there is no doubt.

Abu Ad-Darda, Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Sa'id bin
Jubayr, Abu Malik, Nafi Ata, Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-
Rabi bin Anas, Mugqatil bin Hayyan, As-Suddi,
Qatadah and Isma'il bin Abi Khalid said similarly.

In addition, Ibn Abi Hatim said,

"I do not know of any disagreement over this
explanation.”

The meaning of this is that;

the Book, the Qur'an, is without a doubt revealed
from Allah.

Similarly, Allah said in Surah As- Sajdah,
oAl b dr IOt Jos

The revelation of the Book (this Qur'an) in
which there is no doubt, is from the Lord
of all that exists. (32:2)

Some scholars stated that this Ayah - 2:2 - contains a
prohibition meaning,

"Do not doubt the Qur'an."

13



Furthermore, some of the reciters of the Qur'an pause

upon reading, c,.j(/U (there is no doubt) and they then

continue; &éﬁﬁgﬁm (in which there is guidance for

sz

the Muttaqin (the pious and righteous persons)).

However, it is better to pause at, 437U (in which there

Py

is no doubt) because in this case, gf)i (guidance)

becomes an attribute of the Qur'an and carries a better

meaning than, L;f)f:g&:é (in which there is guidance).

Guidance is granted to Those Who have Taqwa

Allah said,
Mol 4. .

guidance for the Muttagqin.
that it means, "They are the believers."

Hidayah - correct guidance - is only granted to
those who have Taqwa - fear of Allah.

Allah said,
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Say: It is for those who believe a guide and a
healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there is
heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it (the
Qur'an) is blindness for them. They are those who
are called from a place far away (so they neither
listen nor understand). (41:44)

and,
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And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a
healing and a mercy to those who believe (in
Islamic Monotheism and act on it), and it
increases the Zalimin (wrongdoers) in nothing
but loss. (17:82)

This is a sample of the numerous Ayat indicating that
the believers, in particular, benefit from the Qur'an. That
is because the Qur'an is itself a form of guidance, but the
guidance in it is only granted to the righteous, just as
Allah said,
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O mankind! There has come to you a good advice
from your Lord (i. e. the Qur'an, enjoining all that
is good and forbidding all that is evil), and a
healing for that (disease of ignorance, doubt,
hypocrisy and differences) which is in your
breasts, - a guidance and a mercy (explaining
lawful and unlawful things) for the believers.
(10:57)
Ibn Abbas and Ibn Mas'ud and other Companions of the

Messenger of Allah said, Q-fl-?-%ﬂgf)ﬁ (guidance for the
Muttaqin (the pious and righteous persons),

means, a light for those who have Taqwa.

The Meaning of Al-Muttaqi

15



Ibn Abbas said about, Q-fl-?iﬂgf)ﬁ (guidance for the Muttaqin)
that it means,

"They are the believers who avoid Shirk with Allah and
who work in His obedience."

Ibn Abbas also said that Al-Muttaqin means,

"Those who fear Allah's punishment, which would
result if they abandoned the true guidance that
they recognize and know. They also hope in
Allah's mercy by believing in what He revealed."

Further, Qatadah said that,

Q-fl-?-f»ﬁ (Al-Muttaqin), are those whom Allah has

described in His statement; 8&3\@,&@53%%@;95’;@93\

(Who believe in the Ghayb and perform the Salah)
(2:3), and the following Ayat.

Ibn Jarir stated that the Ayah (2:2) includes all of these
meanings that the scholars have mentioned, and this is
the correct view.

Also, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah narrated that Atiyah As-Sa’di
said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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The servant will not acquire the status of the Muttaqin
until he abandons what is harmless out of fear of falling
into that which is harmful.

At-Tirmidhi then said "Hasan Gharib."

There are Two Types of Hidayah (Guidance)

Huda here means;

e the faith that resides in the heart, and only Allah is able
to create it in the heart of the servants.

16



Allah said,
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Verily, you (O Muhammad) guide not whom you
like. (28:56)

A8I0sELE
Not upon you (Muhammad) is their guidance.
(2:272)
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Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide
him. (7:186)

and,
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He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly guided;
but he whom He sends astray, for him you will
find no Wali (quiding friend) to lead him (to the
right path). (18:17)

e Huda also means to explain the truth, give direction and
lead to it.

Allah, the Exalted, said,
eediidbre ) sidel)s

And verily, you (O Muhammad) are indeed

guiding (mankind) to the straight path (i.e.
Allah's religion of Islamic Monotheism). (42: 52)

;Lu;:Jleu..pw E::/l

You are only a warner, and to every people there
is a guide. (13:7)

17
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And as for Thamud, We showed and made clear
to them the path of truth (Islamic Monotheism)
through Our Messenger (i.e. showed them the
way of success), but they preferred blindness to
guidance. (41:17)

testifying to this meaning.

Also, Allah said,
And shown him the two ways (good and
evil). (90:10)

This is the view of the scholars who said that the two
ways refer to the paths of righteousness and evil, which
is also the correct explanation. And Allah knows best.

Meaning of Taqwal

The root meaning of Taqwa is to avoid what one dislikes.

It was reported that;

Umar bin Al-Khattab asked Ubayy bin Ka'b about
Taqwa.

Ubayy said, "Have you ever walked on a path that has
thorns on it?"

Umar said, "Yes."
Ubayy said, "What did you do then?"
He said, "I rolled up my sleeves and struggled."

Ubayy said, "That is Taqwa."
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2:3 Who believe in the Ghayb and perform the Salah




and spend out of what We have provided for them
The Meaning of Iman

Allah says;

Those Who have faith in the Ghayb.

Abu Jafar Ar-Razi said that Al-Ala bin Al-Musayyib bin
Rafi narrated from Abu Ishaq that Abu Al-Ahwas said
that Abdullah said,

"Iman is to trust."

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, @ﬁei’é
(who have faith),

means they trust.
Also, Ma" mar said that Az-Zuhri said,
"Iman is the deeds."

In addition, Abu Jafar Ar-Razi said that Ar-Rabi bin Anas
said that,

"They have faith', means, they fear (Allah).
Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari) commented,

"The preferred view is that they be described as
having faith in the Unseen by the tongue, deed
and creed. In this case, fear of Allah is included in
the general meaning of Iman, which necessitates
following deeds of the tongue by implementation.
Hence, Iman is a general term that includes
affirming and believing in Allah, His Books and His
Messengers, and realizing this affirmation through
adhering to the implications of what the tongue
utters and affirms."



Linguistically, in the absolute sense, Iman merely
means trust, and it is used to mean that sometimes in
the Qur'an, for instance, Allah the Exalted said,

He trusts (yu'minu) in Allah, and trusts
(yu'minu) in the believers. (9: 61)

Prophet Yusuf's brothers said to their father,
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But you will never believe us even when we speak
the truth. (12:17)

Further, the word Iman is sometimes mentioned along
with deeds, such as Allah said,
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Save those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism)
and do righteous deeds. (95:6)

However, when Iman is used in an unrestricted manner,
it includes beliefs, deeds, and statements of the tongue.
We should state here that Iman increases and decreases.

There are many narrations and Hadiths on this subject,
and we discussed them in the beginning of our
explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, all favors are from
Allah.

Some scholars explained that Iman means Khashyah
(fear of Allah). For instance, Allah said;
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Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen (i.e. they
do not see Him, nor His punishment in the
Hereafter). (67:12)
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Who feared the Most Gracious (Allah) in the
Ghayb (unseen) and brought a heart turned in
repentance (to Him and absolutely free from
every kind of polytheism). (50: 33)

Fear is the core of Iman and knowledge, just as Allah
the Exalted said,

ﬁ@\gghwﬂ\@&%j

It is only those who have knowledge among His
servants that fear Allah. (35:28)

The Meaning of Al-Ghayb

As for the meaning of Ghayb here, the Salaf have different
explanations of it, all of which are correct, indicating the same
general meaning.

For instance, Abu Jafar Ar-Razi quoted Ar-Rabi bin Anas,

reporting from Abu Al-Aliyah about Allah's statement, @,ifi’ﬁ
AL ((Those who) have faith in the Ghayb),

"They believe in Allah, His angels, Books, Messengers,
the Last Day, His Paradise, Fire and in the meeting with
Him. They also believe in life after death and in
Resurrection. All of this is the Ghayb."

Qatadah bin Di*amah said similarly.

Sa'id bin Mansur reported from Abdur-Rahman bin Yazid who
said,

"We were sitting with Abdullah bin Mas ud when we
mentioned the Companions of the Prophet and their
deeds being superior to our deeds.

Abdullah said, "The matter of Muhammad was clear for
those who saw him. By He other than Whom there is no
God, no person will ever acquire a better type of faith
than believing in Al-Ghayb.'
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He then recited,
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Alif Lam Mim. This is the Book, wherein there is
no doubt, guidance for the Muttaqin. Those who

believe in the Ghayb, until, @Aﬂ"ﬁj\ (the
successful)."

Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Marduwyah and Al-Hakim, in his
Mustadrak, recorded this Hadith.

Al-Hakim commented that this Hadith is authentic and
that the Two Sheikhs - Al-Bukhari and Muslim - did not
collect it, although it meets their criteria.

Ahmad recorded a Hadith with similar meaning from Ibn
Muhayriz who said:

I said to Abu Jumu’ah, "Narrate a Hadith for us that
you heard from the Messenger of Allah."

He said, "Yes. I will narrate a good Hadith for you.

Once we had lunch with the Messenger of Allah. Abu
Ubaydah, who was with us, said, *O Messenger of Allah!
Are people better than us We embraced Islam with you
and performed Jihad with you.'

He said,

Lﬁu‘pj)u’ur‘f,of 23y @’

Yes, those who will come after you, who will believe in
me although they did not see me."

This Hadith has another route collected by Abu Bakr bin
Marduwyah in his Tafsir, from Salih bin Jubayr who said:

Abu Jumu‘ah Al-Ansari, the Companion of the
Messenger of Allah, came to Bayt Al-Maqdis
(Jerusalem) to perform the prayer. Raja' bin Haywah
was with us, so when Abu Jumu’ah finished, we went
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out to greet him. When he was about to leave, he said,
"You have a gift and a right. I will narrate a Hadith for
you that I heard from the Messenger of Allah."

We said, "Do so, and may Allah grant you mercy."

He said, "We were with the Messenger of Allah, ten
people including Mu'adh bin Jabal. We said, "O
Messenger of Allah! Are there people who will acquire
greater rewards than us We believed in Allah and
followed you.'

He said,
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What prevents you from doing so, while the Messenger
of Allah is among you, bringing you the revelation from
heaven There are people who will come after you and
who will be given a book between two covers (the
Qur'an), and they will believe in it and implement its
commands. They have a greater reward than you, even
twice as much."

\

Allah says;
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And perform Salah, and spend out of what we have
provided for them.

Meaning of Igamat As-Salah

Ibn Abbas said that, gw\@}éﬁj (And perform the Salah),
means, "Perform the prayer with all of the obligations
that accompany it."

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said,
23



"Igamat As-Salah means to complete the bowings,
prostrations, recitation, humbleness and attendance for
the prayer.”

Qatadah said,

"Igamat As-Salah means to preserve punctuality, and
the ablution, bowings, and prostrations of the prayer."

Mugatil bin Hayyan said Igamat As-Salah means,

"To preserve punctuality for it, as well as completing
ones purity for it, and completing the bowings,
prostrations, recitation of the Qur'an, Tashahhud and
blessings for the Prophet. This is Igamat As-Salah."

The Meaning of ''Spending'' in this Ayah|

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, 45 Bas

2
@ﬁ-ési(And spend out of what We have provided for them)
means,

"The Zakah due on their wealth."
As-Suddi said that Abu Malik and Abu Salih narrated from Ibn

Abbas, as well as Murrah from Ibn Mas'ud and other
5. o (%

Companions of the Messenger of Allah, that, (228 2405757 (A

(And spend out of what We have provided for them) means,

"A man's spending on his family. This was before the
obligation of Zakah was revealed."

Juwaybir narrated from Ad-Dahhak,

"General spending (in charity) was a means of drawing
nearer to Allah, according to one's discretion and
capability. Until the obligation of charity was revealed in
the seven Ayat of Surah Bara’h, were revealed. These
abrogated the previous case."

In many instances, Allah mentioned prayer and spending wealth
together.

e Prayer is a right of Allah as well as a form of worshipping
Him. It includes singling Him out for one's devotion,
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praising Him, glorifying Him, supplicating to Him,
invoking Him, and it displays one's dependence upon
Him.

e Spending is form of kindness towards creatures by giving
them what will benefit them, and those people most
deserving of this charity are the relatives, the wife, the
servants and then the rest of the people. So all types of
required charity and required spending are included in

Allah's saying, Q,-%-g-é,’o.&ﬁj&ugj (And spend out of what

we have provided for them).

The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn Umar said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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Islam is built upon five (pillars):

e Testifying that there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah,

e establishing the prayer,
e giving Zakah,

e fasting Ramadan and

¢ Hajj to the House.

There are many other Hadiths on this subject.

The Meaning of Salah|
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In the Arabic language, the basic meaning of Salah is
supplication. In religious terminology, Salah is used to refer to
the acts of bowing and prostration, the remaining specified acts
associated with it, specified at certain times, with those known
conditions, and the characteristics, and requirements that are
well-known about it.

2:4 And who have faith in what is revealed to you
and in what was revealed before you, and in the
Hereafter they are certain.

Allah says;
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And who have faith in what is revealed to you and in
what was revealed before you.

Ibn Abbas said that,

means, "They believe in what Allah sent you with,
and in what the previous Messengers were sent
with, they do not distinguish between (believing)
them, nor do they reject what they brought from
their Lord."

(9055 245350 .
And in the Hereafter they are certain.

that is the resurrection, the standing (on the Day
of Resurrection), Paradise, the Fire, the reckoning
and the Scale that weighs the deeds (the Mizan).
The Hereafter is so nhamed because it comes after
this earthly life.

Attributes of the Believers|
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The people described here (2:4) are those whom Allah
described in the preceding Ayah, WAl ¢ A @l i 8 cpdll

-

u,c-g-e 24655 (543 (Those who have faith in the Ghayb and

perform Salah, and spend out of what we have provided for
them).

Mujahid once stated,

"Four Ayat at the beginning of Surah Al-Baqarah
describe the believers, two describe the disbelievers, and
thirteen describe the hypocrites."

The four Ayat mentioned in this statement are general and
include every believer, whether an Arab, non-Arab, or a person
of a previous Scripture, whether they are Jinns or humans. All
of these attributes complement each other and require the
existence of the other attributes.

For instance, it is not possible that one believes in the Unseen,
performs the prayer and gives Zakah without believing in what
the Messenger of Allah and the previous Messengers were sent
with.

The same with certainty in the Hereafter, this is not correct
without that, for Allah has commanded the believers,
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O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger,
and the Book (the Qur'an) which He has revealed to the
Messenger, and the Book which He sent own to those
before (him). (4:136)
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And argue not with the People of the Book, unless it be
in (a way) that is better, except with such of them as do
wrong; and say (to them): "We believe in that which has
been revealed to us and revealed to you; our Ilah (God)
and your Ilah (God) is One (i.e. Allah)." (29:46)
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O you who have been given the Book (Jews and
Christians)! Believe in what We have revealed (to
Muhammad) confirming what is (already) with you.
(4:47)
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Say (O Muhammad): "O People of the Book (Jews and
Christians)! You have nothing until you act according to
the Tawrah (Torah), the Injil (Gospel), and what has
(now) been revealed to you from vyour Lord (the
Qur'an)." (5:68)

Also, Allah the Exalted described the believers;
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The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been
revealed to him from his Lord, and (so do) the believers.
Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and
His Messengers. (They say,) "We make no distinction
between any of His Messengers". (2: 285)

and,
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And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and
make no distinction between any of them (Messengers).
(4:152)
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This is a sample of the Ayat that indicate that the true
believers all believe in Allah, His Messengers and His
Books.

The faithful among the People of the Book, have a special
significance here, since they believe in their Books and in all of
the details related to that, so when such people embrace Islam
and sincerely believe in the details of the religion, then they will
get two rewards. As for the others, they can only believe in the
previous religious teachings in a general way. For instance, the
Prophet stated,
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When the People of the Book narrate to you, neither
reject nor affirm what they say. Rather, say, 'We believe
in what was revealed to us and what was revealed to
you.'

However, the faith that many Arabs have in the religion of Islam
as it was revealed to Muhammad might be more complete,
encompassing and firmer than the faith of the People of the
Book who embraced Islam. Therefore, if the believers in Islam
among the People of the Book gain two rewards, other Muslims
who have firmer Islamic faith might gain an equal reward that
compares to the two the People of the Book gain (upon
embracing Islam). And Allah knows best.

9 9
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2:5 They are on guidance from their Lord, and they
are the successful.

Guidance and Success are awarded to the Believers|

Allah said,
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They are,

refers to those who believe in the Unseen,
establish the prayer, spend from what Allah has
granted them, believe in what Allah has revealed
to the Messenger and the Messengers before him,
believe in the Hereafter with certainty, and
prepare the necessary requirements for the
Hereafter by performing good deeds and avoiding
the prohibitions.

Allah then said,
on guidance from their Lord,

meaning, they are (following) a light, guidance,
and have insight from Allah,
2
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And they are the successful.

meaning, in this world and the Hereafter. They
shall have what they seek and be saved from the
evil that they tried to avoid. Therefore, they will
have rewards, eternal life in Paradise, and safety
from the torment that Allah has prepared for His
enemies.

-
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2:6 Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to
them whether you warn them or do not warn them,
they will not believe.

Allah said,
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Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to them
whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will
not believe.

bﬁf@&@ (Verily, those who disbelieve) meaning,

covered the truth and hid it.

Since Allah has written that they would do so, it
does not matter if you (O Muhammad) warn them
or not, they would still have disbelieved in what
you were sent with.

Similarly, Allah said,
& a7 .
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Truly, those against whom the Word (wrath) of
your Lord has been justified, will not believe.
Even if every sign should come to them, until
they see the painful torment. (10:96-97)

About the rebellious People of the Book, Allah said,

il w3z B Sl edlods
And even if you were to bring to the People of the
Book (Jews and Christians) all the Ayat, they
would not follow your Qiblah (prayer direction).
(2:145)

These Ayat indicate that whomever Allah has written to
be miserable, they shall never find anyone to guide them
to happiness, and whomever Allah directs to
misguidance, he shall never find anyone to guide him. So
do not pity them - O Muhammad - deliver the Message
to them. Certainly, whoever among them accepts the
Message, then he shall gain the best rewards.
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As for those who turn away in rejection, do not feel sad
for them or concerned about them, for [51123'{&:3\ S L{;}S

g{)lz.;j\ (Your duty is only to convey (the Message) and on
Us is the reckoning (13:40), and, ;@&JE&DBQQ.’)@T@L

]
53 (But you are only a warner. And Allah is a Wakil

(Disposer of affairs, Trustee, Guardian) over all things),
(11:12).
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said about

Allah's statement, 2 % 57001 jc.g.;li faa 1,38 @ng\ f)l

@;ﬁg}"éU;ﬁ&gﬁ (Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the

same to them whether you (O Muhammad) warn them
or do not warn them, they will not believe),

"That the Messenger of Allah was eager for all the
people to believe and follow the guidance he was
sent with. Allah informed him that none would
believe except for those whom He decreed
happiness for in the first place, and none would
stray except those who Allah has decreed to do so
in the first place."
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2:7 Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their
hearing, and on their eyes there is a covering.
Theirs will be a great torment.

Meaning of Khatama

Allah said,
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Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing,
and on their eyes there is a covering. Theirs will be a
great torment.

As-Suddi said that, iU\jo.’:; (Khatama Allah) means,

"Allah has sealed."
Qatadah said that this Ayah means,

"Shaytan controlled them when they obeyed
him. Therefore, Allah sealed their hearts, hearing
and sight, and they could neither see the
guidance nor hear, comprehend or understand."

Ibn Jurayj said that Mujahid said, 450620 25 (Allah
has set a seal on their hearts),

"A stamp. It occurs when sin resides in the heart
and surrounds it from all sides, and this
submersion of the heart in sin constitutes a
stamp, meaning a seal."

Ibn Jurayj also said that the seal is placed on the
heart and the hearing.

In addition, Ibn Jurayj said, that Abdullah bin Kathir
narrated that Mujahid said,

"The stain is not as bad as the stamp, the stamp
is not as bad as the lock which is the worst type."

Al-Amash said,

"Mujahid demonstrated with his hand while
saying, "They used to say that the heart is just
like this - meaning the open palm. When the
servant commits a sin, a part of the heart will be
rolled up - and he rolled up his index finger.

33



When the servant commits another sin, a part of
the heart will be rolled up' - and he rolled up
another finger, until he rolled up all of his fingers.
Then he said, "Then, the heart will be sealed.'

Mujahid also said that this is the description of
the Ran (refer to 83:14)."

Al-Qurtubi said,

"The Ummah has agreed that Allah has described
Himself with sealing and closing the hearts of the
disbelievers, as a punishment for their disbelief.

Similarly, Allah said, }9’:’&3[’4;13&1!\55& (Nay,

Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of
their disbelief), (4:155)."

He then mentioned the Hadith about changing
the hearts, (in which the Prophet supplicated),
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O You Who changes the hearts, make our hearts
firm on Your religion.

He also mentioned the Hadith by Hudhayfah recorded in
the Sahih, in which the Messenger of Allah said,
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The Fitan (trials, tests) are offered to the hearts,

just as the straws that are sewn into a woven
mat, one after another. Any heart that accepts
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the Fitan, then a black dot will be engraved on it.
Any heart that rejects the Fitan, then a white dot
will be engraved on it. The hearts will therefore
become two categories: white, just like the
barren rock; no Fitnah shall ever harm this
category as long as the heavens and earth still
exist. Another category is black, just as the cup
that is turned upside down, for this heart does
not recognize righteousness or renounce evil.

Ibn Jarir said,

"The truth regarding this subject is what the
authentic Hadith from the Messenger of Allah
stated. Abu Hurayrah narrated that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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When the believer commits a sin, a black dot will
be engraved on his heart. If he repents, refrains
and regrets, his heart will be polished again. If he
commits more errors, the dots will increase until
they cover his heart. This is the Ran (stain) that
Allah described,

Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (stain) which
they used to earn." (83:14)

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded
this Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said that it is Hasan
Sahih.

The Meaning of Ghishawah|
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Reciting the Ayah, M&;w,ﬁ&éﬁ\» (Allah has set a
seal on their hearts and on their hearing), then pausing, then
s “ ; ~ . .
continuing with, Sjb@}eghéjéj (And on their eyes there is a

Ghishawah (covering)) is accurate, for the stamp is placed on
the heart and the hearing while the Ghishawah, the covering,
is appropriately placed on the eyes.

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi said that Ibn Abbas and Ibn Mas" ud said

~ 4 = e
about Allah's statement, }W&jw}:é‘?éﬁ\» (Allah has
set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing),

"So that they neither understand nor hear.

Allah also said that He placed a covering on their sight,
meaning eyes, and so, they do not see."
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2:8 And of mankind, there are some who say: "We
believe in Allah and the Last Day'' while in fact they
do not believe.
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2:9 They try to deceive Allah and those who believe,

while they only deceive themselves, and perceive
(it) not!

The Hypocrites

We mentioned that four Ayat in the beginning of Surah Al-
Baqgarah described the believers. The two last Ayat (2:6-7)
describe the disbelievers.

Afterwards, Allah begins to describe the hypocrites who show
belief and hide disbelief. Since the matter of the hypocrites is
vague and many people do not realize their true reality, Allah
mentioned their description in detail. Each of the characteristics
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that Allah used to described them with is a type of hypocrisy
itself. Allah revealed Surah Bara'h and Surah Al-Munafiqun
about the hypocrites. He also mentioned the hypocrites in Surah
An-Nur and other Surahs, so that their description would be
known and their ways and errors could be avoided.

Allah said,
NG shy b s 20 (sl T i 2 Bl e
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And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in
Allah and the Last Day'" while in fact they do not believe.
They try to deceive Allah and those who believe, while
they only deceive themselves, and perceive (it) not!

Meaning of Nifaq|

Nifaq means to show conformity - or agreement - and to
conceal evil. Nifaq has several types:

e Nifaq in the creed that causes its people to reside in Hell
for eternity, and

¢ Nifaq in deed, which is one of the major sins, as we will
explain soon, Allah willing.

Ibn Jurayj said of the hypocrite that,

"His actual deeds are different from what he publicizes,
what he conceals is different from what he utters, his
entrance and presence are not the same as his exit and
absence."

The Beginning of Hypocris

The revelations about the characteristics of the hypocrites were
revealed in Al-Madinah, this is because there were no hypocrites
in Makkah. Rather the opposite was the situation in Makkah,
since some people were forced to pretend that they were
disbelievers, while their hearts concealed their faith. Afterwards,
the Messenger of Allah migrated to Al-Madinah, where the
Ansar from the tribes of Aws and Khazraj resided. They used to
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worship idols during the pre-Islamic period of ignorance, just as
the rest of the Arab idolators. Three Jewish tribes resided in Al-
Madinah, Banu Qaynuqa-allies of Al-Khazraj, Banu An-Nadir and
Banu Qurayzah-allies of the Aws. Many members of the Aws
and Khazraj tribes embraced Islam. However, only a few Jews
embraced Islam, such as Abdullah bin Salam.

During the early stage in Al-Madinah, there weren't any
hypocrites because the Muslims were not strong enough to be
feared yet. On the contrary, the Messenger of Allah conducted
peace treaties with the Jews and several other Arab tribes
around Al-Madinah. Soon after, the battle of Badr occurred and
Allah gave victory to Islam and its people.

Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul was a leader in Al-Madinah. He
was Al-Khazraj's chief, and during the period of Jahiliyyah he
was the master of both tribes - Aws and Khazraj. They were
about to appoint him their king when the Message reached Al-
Madinah, and many in Al-Madinah embraced Islam.

Ibn Salul's heart was filled with hatred against Islam and its
people. When the battle of Badr took place, he said, "Allah's
religion has become apparent." So he pretended to be Muslim,
along with many of those who were just like him, as well as
many among the People of the Book.

It was then that hypocrisy began in Al-Madinah and among the
surrounding nomad tribes. As for the Emigrants, none of them
were hypocrites, since they emigrated willingly (seeking the
pleasure of Allah). Rather, when a Muslim would emigrate from
Makkah, he would be forced to abandon all of his wealth,
offspring and land; he would do so seeking Allah's reward in the
Hereafter.

The Tafsir of Ayah 2:8
Allah said,
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And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in
Allah and the Last Day" while in fact they do not believe.

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn Abbas said that,
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"This refers to the hypocrites among the Aws and
Khazraj and those who behaved as they did."

This is how Abu Al-Aliyah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-
Suddi explained this Ayah.

Allah revealed the characteristics of the hypocrites, so
that the believers would not be deceived by their outer
appearance, thus saving the believers from a great evil.
Otherwise, the believers might think that the hypocrites
were believers, when in reality they are disbelievers. To
consider the sinners as righteous people is extremely

dangerous, Allah said, ,,»f!\ fjgjbjgknb&TU;%-}uin\er

(rie¥5 o4& (And of mankind, there are some who say:

"We believe in Allah and the Last Day" while in fact they
do not believe) meaning, they utter these false
statements only with their tongues, just as Allah said,
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When the hypocritess come to vyou (O
Muhammad), they say: "We bear witness that
you are indeed the Messenger of Allah." Allah
knows that you are indeed His Messenger. (63:1)

This Ayah means that;

the hypocrites utter these statements only when
they meet you, not because they actually believe
what they are saying. The hypocrites emphasize
their belief in Allah and the Last Day with their
words, when that is not the case in reality.
Therefore, Allah stated that the hypocrites lie in

their testimony of creed, when He said, &l&ﬁg&ﬁ\s

o8 @82l (And Allah bears witness that the
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hypocrites are indeed liars), (63:1), and, ,o.i[zj
Q*-;f;’if (while in fact they believe not).

Allah said, |45 &z all G555 (They try to deceive
Allah and those who believe).

The hypocrites show belief outwardly while
concealing disbelief. They think that by doing this,
they will mislead Allah, or that the statements
they utter will help them with Allah, and this is an
indication of their total ignorance. They think that
such behavior will deceive Allah, just as it might
deceive some of the believers.

Similarly, Allah said,
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On the Day when Allah will resurrect them
all together; then they will swear to Him
as they swear to you. And they think that
they have something (to stand upon).
Verily, they are liars! (58:18)

Hence, Allah refuted their way by saying,

2
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While they only deceive themselves, and perceive (it)
not!

Allah stated that the hypocrites only deceive
themselves by this behavior, although they are
unaware of this fact.

Allah also said,



Verily, the hypocrites try to deceive Allah, but it is
He Who deceives them. (4:142)

Also, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ibn Jurayj
commented on Allah's statement,

"The hypocrites pronounce, ‘There is no
deity worthy of worship except Allah'
seeking to ensure the sanctity of their
blood and money, all the while concealing
disbelief."

Allah's statement;

2
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And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in
Allah and the Last Day'" while in fact they believe not.
They try to deceive Allah and those who believe, while
they only deceive themselves, and perceive (it) not!

Sa'id said that Qatadah commented,

"This is the description of a hypocrite. He is
devious; he says the truth with his tongue and
defies it with his heart and deeds. He wakes up in
a condition other than the one he goes to sleep
in, and goes to sleep in a different condition than
the one he wakes up in. He changes his mind just
like a ship that moves about whenever a wind
blows."
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2:10 In their hearts is a disease and Allah has
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs
because they used to tell lies.
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The Meaning of "Disease’' in this Ayah

Allah said,
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In their hearts is a disease and Allah has increased their
disease. A painful torment is theirs,

because they used to tell lies.

As-Suddi narrated from Abu Malik and (also) from Abu
Salih, from Ibn Abbas, and (also) Murrah Al-Hamdani
from Ibn Mas' ud and other Companions that this Ayah,

9 .3 g . . .
u’iﬂ}ﬂ;.g.g,ié@ (In their hearts is a disease),

means, " doubt’,

Laja 4l ?‘34\)5 (And Allah has increased their
disease) also means " doubt'.

Mujahid, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Abu Al-
Aliyah, Ar-Rabi bin Anas and Qatadah also said
similarly.

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on, L?
(’o /G 3 - - -
ub)",o-é-))t (In their hearts is a disease),

"A disease in the religion, not a physical disease.
They are the hypocrites and the disease is the
doubt that they brought to Islam.

Laja 4l ?‘34\)5 (And Allah has increased their
disease) meaning, increased them in shameful
behavior."

He also recited,
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As for those who believe, it has increased their
faith, and they rejoice. But as for those in whose
hearts is a disease, it will add disgrace to their
disgrace. (9:124-125)

and commented,
"Evil to their evil and deviation to their deviation."

This statement by Abdur-Rahman is true, and it
constitutes a punishment that is compatible to the
sin, just as the earlier scholars stated.

Similarly, Allah said,
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While as for those who accept guidance, He
increases their guidance and grants them their
piety. (47:17)

Allah said next,
0 Josiksl S8y, .
Because they used to tell lies.

The hypocrites have two characteristics, they lie
and they deny the Unseen.

The scholars who stated that the Prophet knew the
hypocrites of his time have only the Hadith of
Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman as evidence. In it the Prophet
gave him the names of fourteen hypocrites during the
battle of Tabuk. These hypocrites plotted to assassinate
the Prophet during the night on a hill in that area. They
planned to excite the Prophet's camel, so that she would
throw him down the hill. Allah informed the Prophet
about their plot, and the Prophet told Hudhayfah their
names.

As for the other hypocrites, Allah said about them,
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And among the Bedouins around you, some are
hypocrites, and so are some among the people of
Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you (O
Muhammad) know them not, We know them.
(9:101)
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If the hypocrites, and those in whose hearts is a
disease, and those who spread false news among
the people in Al-Madinah do not cease, We shall
certainly let you overpower them, then they will
not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a
little while. Accursed, they shall be seized
wherever found, and killed with a (terrible)
slaughter. (33:60-61)

These Ayat prove that the Prophet was not informed
about each and everyone among the hypocrites of his
time. Rather, the Prophet was only informed about their
characteristics, and he used to assume that some people
possessed these characteristics.

Similarly, Allah said,
IR 8 48 s a S 28500 3K 0 0 LS s

Had We willed, We could have shown them to
you, and you should have known them by their
marks; but surely, you will know them by the
tone of their speech! (47:30)
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The most notorious hypocrite at that time was Abdullah
bin Ubayy bin Salul; Zayd bin Argam - the Companion -
gave truthful testimony to that effect.

In addition, Umar bin Al-Khattab once mentioned the
matter of Ibn Salul to the Prophet, who said,

43/ E) ‘ﬂ.c/‘ /;w L.')J;j‘éw/::éjgjfjél
I would not like the Arabs to say to each other that
Muhammad is killing his Companions.

Yet, when Ibn Salul died, the Prophet performed the
funeral prayer for him and attended his funeral just as
he used to do with other Muslims. It was recorded in the
Sahih that the Prophet said,

I was given the choice (to pray for him or not), so I
chose.

In another narration, the Prophet said,
3 0 S el L33 ST LT

If I knew that by asking (Allah to forgive Ibn Salul) more
than seventy times that He would forgive him, then I
would do that.
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2:11 And when it is said to them: "Do not make
mischief on the earth,"” they say: "We are only
peacemakers."
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2:12 Verily, they are the ones who make mischief,




but they perceive not.
Meaning of Mischie

Allah said,
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And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on
the earth," they say: "We are only peacemakers."

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi said that Ibn Abbas and Ibn
Mas' ud commented,

"They are the hypocrites.

As for, LUl 2104550 ("Do not make mischief on

the earth'"), that is disbelief and acts of
disobedience."
Abu Jafar said that Ar-Rabi bin Anas said that Abu Al-

Aliyah said that Allah's statement, (1,040 23 L3135

u/'a&U\ (And when it is said to them: "Do not make

mischief on the earth'),

means, "Do not commit acts of disobedience on
the earth. Their mischief is disobeying Allah,
because whoever disobeys Allah on the earth, or
commands that Allah be disobeyed, he has
committed mischief on the earth. Peace on both
the earth and in the heavens is ensured (and
earned) through obedience (to Allah)."

Ar-Rabi bin Anas and Qatadah said similarly.

Types of Mischief that the Hypocrites commi

Ibn Jarir said,

"The hypocrites commit mischief on earth;

e by disobeying their Lord on it and continuing in the
prohibited acts.
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e They also abandon what Allah made obligatory and
doubt His religion, even though He does not accept a
deed from anyone except with faith in His religion
and certainty of its truth.

e The hypocrites also lie to the believers by saying
contrary to the doubt and hesitation their hearts
harbor.

e They give as much aid as they can, against Allah's
loyal friends, and support those who deny Allah, His
Books and His Messengers.

This is how the hypocrites commit mischief on earth,
while thinking that they are doing righteous work on
earth."

The statement by Ibn Jarir is true; taking the disbelievers as
friends is one of the categories of mischief on the earth.

Allah said,

/
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And those who disbelieve are allies of one another, if you
do not do this (help each other), there will be turmoil
and oppression on the earth, and great mischief. (8:73),

In this way Allah severed the loyalty between the
believers and the disbelievers.

Similarly, Allah said,
TUJWJ"TW:J‘U»U‘P UJ)G-Q\ \;OMU\ \;&J‘@B
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O you who believe! Do not take disbelievers as Awliya
(protectors or helpers or friends) instead of believers. Do
you wish to offer Allah a manifest proof against
yourselves. (4: 144)

Allah then said,
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Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth of the
Fire; no helper will you find for them. (4:145)

Since the outward appearance of the hypocrite displays belief,
he confuses the true believers. Hence, the deceitful behavior of
the hypocrites is an act of mischief, because they deceive the
believers by claiming what they do not believe in, and because
they give support and loyalty to the disbelievers against the
believers.

If the hypocrite remains a disbeliever (rather than pretending to
be Muslim), the evil that results from him would be less. Even
better, if the hypocrite becomes sincere with Allah and makes
the statements that he utters conform to his deeds, he will gain
success.

Allah said,

-
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And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on
the earth," they say: "We are only peacemakers."

meaning, "We seek to be friends with both parties, the
believers and the disbelievers, and to have peace with
both parties."

Similarly, Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas
commented on Allah's statement,

means, "We seek to make amends between the
believers and the People of the Book."

Allah said,
€ 0:34:208T30:0,44) 2428

Verily, they are the ones who make mischief, but they
perceive not.

This Ayah means that the hypocrites' behavior,
and their claim that it is for peace, is itself
mischief, although in their ignorance, they do not
see it to be mischief.
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2:13 And when it is said to them: Believe as the
people believe,'' They say: "Shall we believe as the
fools have believed!"

0236505055 24 280

Verily, they are the fools, but they do not know.

Allah tells;

And when it is said to them:

Allah said that if the hypocrites are told,

"Believe as the people believe,"

meaning, " Believe just as the believers believe in
Allah, His angels, His Books, His Messengers,
Resurrection after death, Paradise and Hellfire,
etc. And obey Allah and His Messenger by
heeding the commandments and avoiding the
prohibitions.'

Yet the hypocrites answer by saying,

- sgab) T S 2 BT JG. .
"Shall we believe as the fools have believed!"

they meant (may Allah curse the hypocrites) the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah.

This is the same Tafsir given by Abu Al-Aliyah and
As-Suddi in his Tafsir, with a chain of narration to
Ibn Abbas, Ibn Mas’ ud and other Companions.

This is also the Tafsir of Ar-Rabi bin Anas and
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam.

49



The hypocrites said,

"Us and them having the same status, following
the same path, while they are fools!"

"The fool' is the ignorant, simple-minded person who
has little knowledge in areas of benefit and harm. This is
why, according to the majority of the scholars, Allah
used the term foolish to include children, when He said,

Tags 2080 Jas ) 805402 Gt 550

And do not give your property, which Allah has
made a means of support for you, to the foolish.
(4:5)

Allah answered the hypocrites in all of these instances.
For instance, Allah said here,
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Verily, they are the fools.

Allah thus affirmed that the hypocrites are indeed
the fools.

yet,
0 \”}@,ﬂiﬁ.\u,gj. .

But they know not.

Since they are so thoroughly ignorant, the
hypocrites are unaware of their degree of
deviation and ignorance, and such situation is
more dangerous, a severer case of blindness, and
further from the truth than one who is aware.
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2:14 And when they meet those who believe, they




say: "We believe," but when they are alone with
their Shayatin (devils), they say: "Truly, we are
with you; verily, we were but mocking.""
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2:15 Allah mocks at them and leaves them
increasing in their deviation to wander blindly.

The Hypocrites' Cunning and Decei

Allah said,

And when they meet those who believe, they say: "We
believe,"

Allah said that when the hypocrites meet the
believers, they proclaim their faith and pretend to
be believers, loyalists and friends. They do this to
misdirect, mislead and deceive the believers. The
hypocrites also want to have a share of the
benefits and gains that the believers might
possibly acquire.

Yet,
- agablE IR0
But when they are alone with their Shayatin,

meaning, if they are alone with their devils, such
as their leaders and masters among the rabbis of
the Jews, hypocrites and idolators.

Human and Jinn Devils

Ibn Jarir said,

"The devils of every creation are the mischievous among
them. There are both human devils and Jinn devils.
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Allah said,
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And so We have appointed for every Prophet
enemies - Shayatin (devils) among mankind and
Jinn, inspiring one another with adorned speech
as a delusion (or by way of deception). (6:112)

The Meaning of "Mocking

Allah said,
- 5846116, .
They say: "Truly, we are with you".

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas said that
the Ayah means,

"We are with you, Q,%W&-;:leql (Verily, we

were but mocking), meaning, we only mock
people (the believers) and deceive them."

AR R IvAERE A
Verily, we were but mocking,

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said that the Ayah,
means,

"We (meaning the hypocrites) were mocking the
Companions of Muhammad."

Also, Ar-Rabi® bin Anas and Qatadah said
similarly.

Allah's statement,
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Allah mocks at them and leaves them increasing in their
deviation to wander blindly.

answers the hypocrites and punishes them for
their behavior.

Ibn Jarir commented,

"Allah mentioned what He will do to them on the
Day of Resurrection, when He said,
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On the Day when the hypocrites - men and
women - will say to the believers: "Wait for us!
Let us get something from your light!" It will be
said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!"
So a wall will be put up between them, with a
gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside
it will be torment.) (57:13)
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And let not the disbelievers think that Our
postponing of their punishment is good for them.
We postpone the punishment only so that they
may increase in sinfulness." (3:178)

He then said,

"This, and its like, is Allah's mockery of the
hypocrites and the people of Shirk."

The Hypocrites suffering for their Plots

Allah stated that He will punish the hypocrites for their
mockery, using the same terms to describe both the deed and
its punishment, although the meaning is different.
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Similarly, Allah said,
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The recompense for an offense is an offense equal to it;
but whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his
reward is with Allah. (42:40)

and,
e l,0a2 6 25k ’L;O&E.\gafs

Then whoever transgresses (the prohibition) against you,
transgress likewise against him. (2:194)

The first act is an act of injustice, while the second act is
an act of justice. So both actions carry the same name,
while being different in reality.

This is how the scholars explain deceit, cunning and
mocking when attributed to Allah in the Qur'an.

Surely, Allah exacts revenge for certain evil acts with a
punishment that is similar in nature to the act itself. We
should affirm here that Allah does not do these things
out of joyful play, according to the consensus of the
scholars, but as a just form of punishment for certain
evil acts.

in their deviation to

Meaning of “Leaves them increasing

Allah said,

2
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...and leaves them increasing in their deviation to
wander blindly.

As-Suddi reported that Ibn Abbas, Ibn Mas ud and
several other Companions of the Messenger of Allah said

54
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that, 240433 (and leaves them increasing) means,
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He gives them respite.

Also, Mujahid said,

"He (causes their deviation) to increase."

Allah said;

-
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Do they think that by the wealth and the
children with which We augment them.
(That) We hasten to give them with good
things. Nay, but they perceive not.
(23:55-56)

Ibn Jarir commented,

"The correct meaning of this Ayah is "We give
them increase from the view of giving them
respite and leaving them in their deviation and
rebellion.'

Similarly, Allah said,
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And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes
away (from guidance), as they refused to believe
in it the first time, and We shall leave them in
their trespass to wander blindly." (6:110)

Tughyan used in this Ayah means to
transgress the limits, just as Allah said in
another Ayah,

-
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Verily, when the water Tagha (rose)
beyond its limits, We carried you in the
ship. (69:11)

Also, Ibn Jarir said that;

the term “Amah, in the Ayah means, "deviation'.

He also said about Allah's statement, QM}@E&E@ (in
their deviation to wander),

"In the misguidance and disbelief that has
encompassed them, causing them to be confused
and unable to find a way out of it. This is because
Allah has stamped their hearts, sealed them, and
blinded their vision. Therefore, they do not
recognize guidance or find the way out of their
deviation."
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2:16 These are they who have purchased error with
guidance, so their commerce was profitless. And
they were not guided.

Allah said,
R4 r) - P 4
.. DGR3 3281 gl 15031
These are they who have purchased error with guidance,

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn Abbas and Ibn
Mas ' ud commented saying it means,

"They pursued misguidance and abandoned
guidance."

Mujahid said,

56



"They believed and then disbelieved,"
while Qatadah said,
"They preferred deviation to guidance."

This statement is similar in meaning to Allah's
statement about Thamud,

SO J AN 26 2 35005,45U

And as for Thamud, We granted them
guidance, but they preferred blindness to
guidance. (41:17)

In summary, the statements that we have mentioned
from the scholars of Tafsir indicate that the hypocrites
deviate from the true guidance and prefer misguidance,
substituting wickedness in place of righteousness. This

meaning explains Allah's statement, i35 ud\ é;L%J,T

L;L\.’gjbgaw‘ (These are they who have purchased error
with guidance),

meaning, they exchanged guidance to buy
misguidance. This meaning includes those who
first believed, then later disbelieved, whom Allah

described,
»—6’:1-’61‘ Q;L"\))g }Lﬁ

That is because they believed, and then
disbelieved; therefore their hearts are
sealed. (63:3)

The Ayah also includes those who preferred deviation
over guidance. The hypocrites fall into several
categories.

This is why Allah said,
O Vel SB s 238 sesurlad.
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So their commerce was profitless. And they were not
guided,

meaning their trade did not succeed nor were
they righteous or rightly guided throughout all
this.

In addition, Ibn Jarir narrated that Qatadah commented
on the Ayah,

"By Allah! I have seen them leaving guidance for
deviation, leaving the Jama ah (the community
of the believers) for the sects, leaving safety for
fear, and the Sunnah for innovation."

Ibn Abi Hatim also reported other similar
statements.
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2:17 Their likeness is as the likeness of one who
kindled a fire; then, when it illuminated all around

him, Allah removed their light and left them in
darkness. (So) they could not see.

GRS UV
2:18 They are deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return
not (to the right path).

The Example of the Hypocrites|

Allah says,

- 85 LB B 608 s S 2405

Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a
fire; then, when it illuminated all around him,
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Allah likened the hypocrites when they bought deviation
with guidance, thus acquiring utter blindness, to the
example of a person who started a fire. When the fire
was lit, and illuminated the surrounding area, the person
benefited from it and felt safe. Then the fire was
suddenly extinguished. Therefore, total darkness covered
this person, and he became unable to see anything or
find his way out of it.

Further, this person could not hear or speak and became
so blind that even if there were light, he would not be
able to see. This is why he cannot return to the state
that he was in before this happened to him. Such is the
case with the hypocrites who preferred misguidance over
guidance, deviation over righteousness. This parable
indicates that the hypocrites first believed, then
disbelieved, just as Allah stated in other parts of the
Qur'an.

Allah's statement,

Allah removed their light,

means, Allah removed what benefits them, and
this is the light, and He left them with what
harms them, that is, the darkness and smoke.

Allah said,
And left them in darkness,
that is their doubts, disbelief and hypocrisy.
OV)gsal...
(So) they could not see.

meaning, they are unable to find the correct path
or find its direction.
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In addition, they are,
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They are deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not (to
the right path).

,(‘go.é (deaf),

and thus cannot hear the guidance.
253 (dumb),

and cannot utter the words that might benefit
them.

(< (and blind),

in total darkness and deviation.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is
the hearts which are in the breasts that grow
blind. (22:46),

and this why they cannot get back to the state of
guidance that they were in, since they sold it for
misguidance.
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2:19 Or like a rainstorm in the sky, bringing

darkness, thunder, and lightning.
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They thrust their fingers in their ears to keep out
the stunning thunderclap for fear of death. But
Allah ever encompasses the disbelievers.

2
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2:20 The lightning almost snatches away their
sight, whenever it flashes for them, they walk
therein, and when darkness covers them, they
stand still.
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And if Allah willed, He could have taken away their

hearing and their sight. Certainly, Allah has power
over all things.

Another Parable of the Hypocrites

Allah says,
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Or like a rainstorm in the sky, bringing darkness,
thunder, and lightning.

This is another parable which Allah gave about
the hypocrites who sometimes know the truth and
doubt it at other times. When they suffer from
doubt, confusion and disbelief, their hearts are,

\!

g,,»fw’:f (Like a Sayyib), meaning,

"The rain",

as Ibn Mas'ud, Ibn Abbas, and several other
Companions have confirmed as well as Abu Al-
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Aliyah, Mujahid, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Ata, Al-Hasan
Al-Basri, Qatadah, Atiyah Al-Awfi, Ata Al-
Khurasani, As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi bin Anas.
Ad-Dahhak said
"It is the clouds."
However, the most accepted opinion is that;
it means the rain that comes down during, f)[.zili

(darkness),

meaning, here, the doubts, disbelief and
hypocrisy.

35(/3 (thunder), that shocks the hearts with fear.

The hypocrites are usually full of fear and anxiety,
just as Allah described them,
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They think that every cry is against them.

(63: 4)
and,
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They swear by Allah that they are truly of
you while they are not of you, but they are
a people who are afraid. Should they find
refuge, or <caves, or a place of
concealment, they would turn straightway
thereto in a swift rush. (9:56-57).
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3}33 (The lightning),

is in reference to the light of faith that is
sometimes felt in the hearts of the

hypocrites.
Allah said,
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They thrust their fingers in their ears to keep out the
stunning thunderclap for fear of death. But Allah ever
encompasses the disbelievers.

meaning, their cautiousness does not benefit
them because they are bound by Allah's all-
encompassing will and decision.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Has the story reached you of two hosts. Of
Fir'awn (Pharaoh) and Thamud! Nay! The
disbelievers (persisted) in denying. And Allah
encompasses them from behind! (85:17-20)

Allah then said,
el By
The lightning almost snatches away their sight,
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meaning, because the lightning is strong itself,
and because their comprehension is weak and
does not allow them to embrace the faith.

Also, Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas
commented on the Ayah,

"The Qur'an mentioned almost all of the secrets
of the hypocrites."

PR PSRN A [V

Whenever it flashes for them, they walk therein,
Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn Abbas said,

"Whenever the hypocrites acquire a share in the
victories of Islam, they are content with this
share. Whenever Islam suffers a calamity, they
are ready to revert to disbelief."

Similarly, Allah said,
/;’ > ~ - -
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And among mankind is he who worships Allah on
the edge: If good befalls him, he is content with
that. (22:11)
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Whenever it flashes for them, they walk therein, and
when darkness covers them, they stand still,

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"They recognize the truth and speak about it. So
their speech is upright, but when they revert to
disbelief, they again fall into confusion."

This was also said by Abu Al-Aliyah, Al-Hasan Al-
Basri, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi bin Anas and As-Suddi,
who narrated it from the Companions, and it is
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the most obvious and most correct view, and
Allah knows best.

Consequently, on the Day of Judgment, the believers will
be given a light according to the degree of their faith.
Some of them will gain light that illuminates over a
distance of several miles, some more, some less. Some
people's light will glow sometimes and be extinguished at
other times. They will, therefore, walk on the Sirat (the
bridge over the Fire) in the light, stopping when it is
extinguished. Some people will have no light at all, these
are the hypocrites whom Allah described when He said,
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On the Day when the hypocrites - men and
women - will say to the believers: "Wait for us!
Let us get something from your light!" It will be
said to them; "Go back to you rear! Then seek a
light!" (57:13)

Allah described the believers,
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On the Day you shall see the believing men and
the believing women - their light running forward
before them and by their right hands. Glad tidings
for you this Day! Gardens under which rivers flow
(Paradise). (57:12)

and,

65



gl 0H 34 5k sl ST cp sl 4 533025

7

% . .8 2 oo 3 (2 5 P 8 £
B 83156758 203100k aplass

7

The Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet
(Muhammad) and those who believe with him.
Their Light will run forward before them and (with
their Records - Books of deeds) in their right
hands. They will say: "Our Lord! Keep perfect our
Light for us (and do not put it off till we cross
over the Sirat (a slippery bridge over the Hell)
safely) and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are
Able to do all things." (66:8)

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Abdullah bin Mas' ud

XA

commented on, i-ﬁ%‘&"’d"‘?»&f}; (Their Light will
run forward before them),

"They will pass on the Sirat, according to
their deeds. The light that some people
have will be as big as a mountain, while
the light of others will be as big as a date
tree. The people who will have the least
light are those whose index fingers will
sometimes be lit and extinguished at other
times."

Ibn Abi Hatim also reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"Every person among the people of
Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism) will gain a
light on the Day of Resurrection. As for the
hypocrite, his light will be extinguished.
When the believers witness the hypocrite's
light being extinguished, they will feel

anxious. Hence, they will supplicate, li?&
E&; @}ﬁT(Our Lord! Keep perfect our
Light for us)."
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Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim said,

"On the Day of Resurrection, everyone
who has embraced the faith will be given a
light. When they arrive at the Sirat, the
light of the hypocrites will be extinguished.
When the believers see this, they will feel

anxious and supplicate, Gz5@ 2316 (Our
Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us)."

Types of Believers and Types of Disbelievers

Consequently, there are several types of people.

e There are the believers whom the first four Ayat (2:2-5)
in Surah Al-Baqarah describe.

e There are the disbelievers who were described in the
next two Ayat.

¢ And there are two categories of hypocrites:

the complete hypocrites who were mentioned in
the parable of the fire,

and the hesitant hypocrites, whose light of faith is
sometimes lit and sometimes extinguished. The
parable of the rain was revealed about this
category, which is not as evil as the first
category.

This is similar to the parables that were given in
Surah An=Nur. Like the example of the believer
and the faith that Allah put in his heart, compared
to a brightly illuminated lamp, just like a rising
star. This is the believer, whose heart is built on
faith and receiving its support from the divine
legislation that was revealed to it, without any
impurities or imperfections, as we will come to
know, Allah willing.

Allah gave a parable of the disbelievers who think that they
have something, while in reality they have nothing; such people
are those who have compounded ignorance.
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Allah said,
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As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a
mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks it to be water,
until he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing. (24:39)

Allah then gave the example of ignorant disbelievers, simple in
their ignorance.

He said;
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Or (the state of a disbeliever) is like the darkness in a
vast deep sea, overwhelmed by waves, topped by dark
clouds, (layers of) darkness upon darkness: if a man
stretches out his hand, he can hardly see it! And he for
whom Allah has not appointed light, for him there is no
light. (24:40)

Therefore, Allah divided the camp of the disbelievers into
two groups, advocates and followers.

Allah mentioned these two groups in the beginning of
Surah Al-Hajj,
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And among mankind is he who disputes about
Allah, without knowledge, and follows every
rebellious (disobedient to Allah) Shaytan (devil)
(devoid of every kind of good). (22:3)
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And among men is he who disputes about Allah,
without knowledge or guidance, or a Book giving
light (from Allah). (22:8)

Furthermore, Allah has divided the group of the believers in the
beginning of Surah Al-Wagqi ah and at the end. He also divided
them in Surah Al-Insan into two groups,

e the Sabiqun (those who preceded), they are the "near
ones" (Muqgaribun) and

e Ashab Al-Yamin (the companions of the right), and
they are righteous (Abrar).

In summary, these Ayat divide the believers into two
categories,

e the near ones and

¢ righteous.

Also, the disbelievers are of two types,
e advocates and

o followers.

In addition, the hypocrites are divided into two types,
e pure hypocrites and

e those who have some hypocrisy in them.

The Two Sahihs record that Abdullah bin Amr said that the
Prophet said,
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Whoever has the following three (characteristics) will be
a pure hypocrite, and whoever has one of the following
three characteristics will have one characteristic of
hypocrisy, unless and until he gives it up.

e Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie.

e Whenever he makes a covenant, he proves
treacherous.

e Whenever he is entrusted, he breaches the
trust.

Hence, man might have both a part of faith and a part of
hypocrisy, whether in deed, as this Hadith stipulates, or
in the creed, as the Ayah (2:20) stipulates.

Types of Hearts

Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Sa'id saying that the Messenger of
Allah said
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The hearts are four (types):
e polished as shiny as the radiating lamp,
e a sealed heart with a knot tied around its seal,
e a heart that is turned upside down and
e a wrapped heart.
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As for the polished heart, it is the heart of the
believer and the lamp is the light of faith.
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The sealed heart is the heart of the disbeliever.
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The heart that is turned upside down is the heart
of the pure hypocrite, because he had knowledge
but denied it.

3 Olag) s LB Faaat LJJJM

s e

As for the wrapped heart, it is a heart that
contains belief and hypocrisy.
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The example of faith in this heart, is the
example of the herb that is sustained by
pure water.
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The example of hypocrisy in it, is the
example of an ulcer that thrives on puss
and blood. Whichever of the two
substances has the upper hand, it will
have the upper hand on that heart.
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This Hadith has a Jayid Hasan (good) chain of
narration.

Allah said,

~
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And if Allah willed, He would have taken away their
hearing and their sight. Certainly, Allah has power over
all things.
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Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas

commented on Allah's statement, j,.g.}i.:uc,.éfﬂ éJJ\ ;UbﬂE

@gL&.ﬂj (And if Allah willed, He would have taken away
their hearing and their sight),

"Because they abandoned the truth after they had
knowledge in it."
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Certainly, Allah has power over all things.

Ibn Abbas said,

"Allah is able to punish or pardon His servants as
He wills."

Ibn Jarir commented,

"Allah only described Himself with the ability to do
everything in this Ayah as a warning to the
hypocrites of His control over everything, and to
inform them that His ability completely
encompasses them and that He is able to take
away their hearing and sight."

Ibn Jarir and several other scholars of Tafsir stated that;
these two parables are about the same kind of

-

hypocrite. So the “or' mentioned in, Q»fgﬁg,éfﬂ
sl (Or like a rainstorm from the sky) means

‘and', just as the Ayah, l&ﬁj‘[&ﬂ}fg@&gﬂs (And

obey neither a sinner or a disbeliever among
them).

Therefore, “or' in the Ayah includes a choice of
using either example for the hypocrites.

Also, Al-Qurtubi said that "or' means,
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"To show compatibility of the two choices, just as
when one says, ' Sit with Al-Hasan or Ibn Sirin.'

According to the view of Az-Zamakhshari, “so it
means each of these persons is the same as the
other, so you may sit with either one of them.'

The meaning of “or' thus becomes "either.' Allah
gave these two examples of the hypocrites,
because they both perfectly describe them."

I (Ibn Kathir) say,

these descriptions are related to the type of
hypocrite, because there is a difference between
them as we stated.

For instance, Allah mentioned these types in
Surah Bara’h when He repeated the statement,
"And among them' three times, describing their
types, characteristics, statements and deeds.

So the two examples mentioned here describe
two types of hypocrites whose characteristics are
similar.

For instance, Allah gave two examples in Surah
An-Nur, one for the advocates of disbelief and

one for the followers of disbelief, He said, @gjls

da.8 D328 2Pkl 1,38 (As for those who
4 z

disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a

desert) (24:39), until, g?sgﬁgﬁ?mfj (Or (the

state of a disbeliever) is like the darkness in a
vast deep sea), (24:40).

The first example is of the advocates of disbelief
who have complex ignorance, while the second is
about the followers who have simple ignorance.
Allah knows best.
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2:21 O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who
created you and those who were before you so that
you may acquire Taqwa.
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2:22 Who has made the earth a resting place for
you, and the sky as a canopy, and sent down water
(rain) from the sky and brought forth therewith
fruits as a provision for you. Then do not set up

rivals unto Allah (in worship) while you know (that
He alone has the right to be worshipped).

Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah

Allah says;
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O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you

and those who were before you so that you may acquire
Taqwa.

Allah mentioned His Oneness in divinity and
stated that He has favored His servants by
bringing them to life after they did not exist.

He also surrounded them with blessings, both hidden and
apparent.
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74



Who has made the earth a resting place for you,

He made the earth a resting place for them, just
like the bed, stable with the firm mountains.

And the sky as a canopy,
meaning, "a ceiling'.

Similarly, Allah said in another Ayah,

A
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And We have made the heaven a roof,
safe and well-guarded. Yet they turn away
from its signs (i.e. sun, moon, winds,
clouds). (21:32)

And sends down for you water (rain) from the sky,

meaning, through the clouds, when they need the
rain.

and brought forth therewith fruits as a provision for you.

Hence, Allah caused the various types of
vegetation and fruits to grow as a means of
sustenance for people and their cattle.

Allah reiterated this bounty in various parts of the
Qur'an.

There is another Ayah that is similar to this Ayah
(2:22), that is, Allah's statement,
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It is He Who has made for you the earth as a
dwelling place and the sky as a canopy, and has
given you shape and made your shapes good
(looking) and has provided you with good things.
That is Allah, your Lord, so Blessed be Allah, the
Lord of all that exists. (40:64)

The meaning that is reiterated here is that Allah is the
Creator, the Sustainer, the Owner and Provider of this
life, all that is in and on it. Hence, He alone deserves to
be worshipped, and no one and nothing is to be
associated with Him.

This is why Allah said next,
AP TGIENC AN BUACES T

Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while
you know (that He alone has the right to be
worshipped).

The Two Sahihs record that Ibn Mas ud said,

"I said to the Messenger of Allah, “Which evil
deed is the worst with Allah?'

He said,
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To take an equal with Allah, while He alone
created you."

Also, Mu " adh narrated the Prophet's statement,

55k Joall 35 lgy
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Do you know Allah's right on His servants?

They must worship Him alone and refrain from
associating anything with Him in worship.

Another Hadith states,
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None of you should say, *What Allah and so-and-
so person wills. Rather, let him say, “What Allah
wills, and then what so-and-so person wills.

A Hadith with the same Meaning

Imam Ahmad narrated that Al-Harith Al-Ashari said that the
Prophet of Allah said,
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Allah commanded Yahya bin Zakariyya to implement five
commands and to order the Children of Israel to
implement them, but Yahya was slow in carrying out
these commands.
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“Isa said to Yahya, "You were ordered to implement five
commands and to order the Children of Israel to
implement them. So either order, or I will do it.’
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Yahya said, 'My brother! I fear that if you do it before
me, I will be punished or the earth will be shaken under
my feet.' Hence, Yahya bin Zakariyya called the Children
of Israel to Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem), until they filled
the Masjid.
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He sat on the balcony, thanked Allah and praised him
and then said,
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“Allah ordered me to implement five commandments
and that I should order you to adhere to them. The first
is that you worship Allah alone and not associate any
with Him. The example of this command is the example
of a man who bought a servant from his money with
paper or gold. The servant started to work for the
master, but was paying the profits to another person.
Who among you would like his servant to do that Allah
created you and sustains you. Therefore, worship Him
alone and do not associate anything with Him.
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I also command you to pray, for Allah directs His Face
towards His servant's face, as long as the servant does
not turn away. So when you pray, do not turn your
heads to and fro.
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I also command you to fast. The example of it is the
example of a man in a group of men and he has some
musk wrapped in a piece of cloth, and consequently, all
of the group smells the scent of the wrapped musk.
Verily, the odor of the mouth of a fasting person is better
before Allah than the scent of musk.
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I also command you to give charity. The example of this
is the example of a man who was captured by the
enemy. They tied his hands to his neck and brought him
forth to cut off his neck. He said to them, 'Can I pay a
ransom for myself?' He kept ransoming himself with
small and large amounts until he liberated himself.

—
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I also command you to always remember Allah. The
example of this deed is that of a man who the enemy is
tirelessly pursuing. He takes refuge in a fortified fort.
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When the servant remembers Allah, he will be resorting
to the best refuge from Satan.

Al-Harith then narrated that the Messenger of Allah said,
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And I order you with five commandments that
Allah has ordered me.

e Stick to the Jama ah (community of the
faithful),

e listen and obey (your leaders) and

e perform Hijrah (migration) and

e Jihad for the sake of Allah.

e Whoever abandons the Jama™ah, even the
distance of a hand span, will have removed
the tie of Islam from his neck, unless he
returns. Whoever uses the slogans of
Jahiliyah  (the pre-Islamic period of
ignorance) he will be among those kneeling in
Jahannam (Hellfire).)

They said, "O Messenger of Allah! Even if he
prays and fasts?"

He said,
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Even if he prays, fasts and claims to be Muslim.

So call the Muslims with their names that Allah
has called them: “The Muslims, the believing
servants of Allah.'

This is a Hasan Hadith, and it contains the statement,

"Allah has created and sustains you, so worship
Him and do not associate anything with Him in
worship."

This statement is relevant in the Ayat (2:21-22) we are
discussing here and support singling Allah in worship,
without partners.

Signs of Allah's Existence

Several scholars of Tafsir, like Ar-Razi and others, used these
Ayat as an argument for the existence of the Creator, and it is
a most worthy method of argument. Indeed, whoever ponders
over the things that exist, the higher and lower creatures, their
various shapes, colors, behavior, benefits and ecological roles,
then he will realize the ability, wisdom, knowledge, perfection
and majesty of their Creator.

Once a Bedouin was asked about the evidence to Allah's
existence, he responded,

"All praise is due to Allah! The camel's dung testifies to
the existence of the camel, and the track testifies to the
fact that someone was walking. A sky that holds the
giant stars, a land that has fairways and a sea that has
waves, does not all of this testify that the Most Kind,
Most Knowledgeable exists"

Hence, whoever gazes at the sky in its immensity, its expanse,
and the various kinds of planets in it, some of which appear
stationary in the sky - whoever gazes at the seas that surround
the land from all sides, and the mountains that were placed on
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the earth to stabilize it, so that whoever lives on land, whatever
their shape and color, are able to live and thrive - whoever
reads Allah's statement,
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And among the mountains are streaks white and red, of
varying colours and (others) very black. And likewise,
men and Ad-Dawabb (moving (living) creatures,
beasts) and cattle are of various colours. It is only those
who have knowledge among His servants that fear Allah.
(35: 27-28)

Whoever thinks about the running rivers that travel from area
to area bringing benefit, whoever ponders over what Allah has
created on earth; various animals and plants of different tastes,
scents, shapes and colors that are a result of unity between
land and water, whoever thinks about all of this then he will
realize that these facts testify to the existence of the Creator,
His perfect ability, wisdom, mercy, kindness, generosity and His
overall compassion for His creation. There is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah, nor is there a Lord besides Him, upon Him
we rely and to Him we turn in repentance.

There are numerous Ayat in the Qur'an on this subject.

Ww}ﬁfu‘amu;;uﬂ;s«r vy

2:23 And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians)
are in doubt concerning that which We have sent
down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our servant (Muhammad),
then produce a Surah (chapter) of the like thereof
and call your witnesses (supporters and helpers)
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besides Allah, if you are truthful.
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2:24 But if you do it not, and you can never do it,
then fear the Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and
stones, prepared for the disbelievers.

The Message of Messenger of Allah is True

Allah says;
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And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in
doubt concerning that which We have sent down (i.e. the
Qur'an) to Our servant (Muhammad), then produce a
Surah of the like thereof and call your witnesses
(supporters and helpers) besides Allah, if you are
truthful.

Allah begins to prove the truth of Prophethood
after He stated that there is no deity worthy of
worship except Him.

Allah said to the disbelievers, Lﬁé@&@}éf@j

Bgfégu [ﬂf;ﬁ (And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and

Christians) are in doubt concerning that which We
have sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our servant)

. v 7 %%«
meaning, Muhammad, g@ﬁ«g\yt (then produce a

Surah) meaning, similar to what he brought to
you.

Hence, if you claim that what he was sent with
did not come from Allah, then produce something
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similar to what he has brought to you, using the
help of anyone you wish instead of Allah.
However, you will not be able to succeed in this
quest.

2 .48 .
Ibn Abbas said that, 5:|0%% (your witnesses),

means "Aids."

Also, As-Suddi reported that Abu Malik said the Ayah
means,

"Your partners, meaning, some other people to help you
in that. Meaning then go and seek the help of your
deities to support and aid you."

Also, Mujahid said that, oSs0%% 518305 (and call your
witnesses) means,

"People, meaning, wise and eloquent men who
will provide the testimony that you seek."

The Challenge

Allah challenged the disbelievers in various parts of the Qur'an.
For instance, Allah said in Surah Al-Qasas,
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Say (to them, O Muhammad): "Then bring a Book from
Allah, which is a better guide than these two (the

Tawrah (Torah) and the Qur'an), that I may follow it, if
you are truthful". (28:49)

Also, Allah said in Surah Al-Isra,
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Say: "If mankind and the Jinn were together to produce
the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like
thereof, even if they helped one another." (17:88)

Allah said in Surah Hud,
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Or they say, "He (Prophet Muhammad) forged it (the
Qur'an)."

Say: "Bring you then ten forged Surahs like it, and call
whomsoever you can, other than Allah (to your help), if
you speak the truth!" (11:13)

and in Surah Yunus,
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And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be produced by
other than Allah (Lord of the heavens and the earth), but
it is a confirmation of (the revelation) which was before
it (i.e. the Tawrah, and the Injil), and a full explanation
of the Book (i.e. Laws decreed for mankind) - wherein
there is no doubt - from the Lord of all that exists.

Or do they say: "He (Muhammad) has forged it!"

Say: "Bring then a Surah like it, and «call upon
whomsoever you can besides Allah, if you are truthful!"
(10:37-38)

All of these Ayat were revealed in Makkah.
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Allah also challenged the disbelievers in the Ayat that
were revealed in Al-Madinah.

In this Ayah, Allah said, i 55 )5 (And if you

(Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in Rayb)

meaning, doubt. CQZE.UIE [ﬂ;[:&f (Concerning that which

We have sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our servant)

2 Woee 7 2;1
meaning, Muhammad, ki #57.%915G (then produce a

Surah (chapter) the like thereof) meaning, similar to the
Qur'an.

This is the Tafsir of Mujahid, Qatadah, Ibn Jarir At-
Tabari, Az-Zamakhshari and Ar-Razi.

Ar-Razi said that this is the Tafsir of Umar, Ibn Mas' ud,
Ibn Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and the majority of the
scholars. And he gave preference to this view and
mentioned the fact that Allah has challenged the
disbelievers as individuals and as groups, whether
literate or illiterate, thus making the challenge truly
complete. This type of challenge is more daring than
simply challenging the disbelievers who might not be
literate or knowledgeable. This is why Allah said,
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Bring you then ten forged Surahs like it) (11:13)

and,
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They could not produce the like thereof. (17:88)

Therefore, this is a general challenge to the Arab
disbelievers, the most eloquent among all nations. Allah
challenged the Arab disbelievers both in Makkah and Al-
Madinah several times, especially since they had
tremendous hatred and enmity for the Prophet and his
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religion. Yet, they were unable to succeed in answering
the challenge, and this is why Allah said,

B

But if you do it not, and you can never do it,

indicating that they will never be able to answer
the challenge.

This is another miracle, in that, Allah clearly stated
without doubt that the Qur'an will never be opposed or
challenged by anything similar to it, for eternity. This is a
true statement that has not been changed until the
present and shall never change.

How can anyone be able to produce something like the
Qur'an, when the Qur'an is the Word of Allah Who
created everything!

How can the words of the created ever be similar to the
Words of the Creator!

Examples of the Miracle of the Qur'an|

Whoever reads through the Qur'an will realize that it contains
various levels of superiority through both the apparent and
hidden meanings that it mentions.

Allah said,
- 9

Alif Lam Ra. (This is) a Book, the verses whereof are
perfect (in every sphere of knowledge, etc.), and then
explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is Wise and
well-acquainted (with all things). (11:1)

So the expressions in the Qur'an are perfect and its meanings
are explained. Further, every word and meaning in the Qur'an is
eloquent and cannot be surpassed. The Qur'an also mentioned
the stories of the people of the past; and these accounts and
stories occurred exactly as the Qur'an stated. Also, the Qur'an
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commanded every type of righteousness and forbade every type
of evil, just as Allah stated,
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And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and
in justice. (6:115)

meaning, true in the stories it narrates and just in its
Laws.

The Qur'an is true, just and full of guidance. It does not contain
exaggerations, lies or falsehood, unlike Arabic and other types
of poems that contained lies. These poems, conform with the
popular statement,

"The most eloquent speech is the one that contains the
most lies!"

Sometimes, one would find a long poem that mainly contains
descriptions of women, horses or alcohol. Or, the poem might
contain praise or the description of a certain person, horse,
camel, war, incident, fear, lion, or other types of items and
objects. Such praise or descriptions do not bring any benefit,
except shed light on the poet's ability to clearly and eloquently
describe such items. Yet, one will only be able to find one or
two sentences in many long poems that elaborate on the main
theme of the poem, while the rest of the poem contains
insignificant descriptions and repetitions.

As for the Qur'an, it is entirely eloquent in the most perfect
manner, as those who have knowledge in such matters and
understand Arabic methods of speech and expressions concur.

When one reads through the stories in the Qur'an, he will find
them fruitful, whether they were in extended or short forms,
repeated or not. The more these stories are repeated, the more
fruitful and beautiful they become. The Qur'an does not become
old when one repeats reciting it, nor do the scholars ever get
bored with it.

When the Qur'an mentions the subject of warning and promises,
it presents truths that would make solid, firm mountains shake,
so what about the comprehending, understanding hearts! When
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the Qur'an promises, it opens the hearts and the ears, making
them eager to attain the abode of peace - Paradise - and to be
the neighbors of the Throne of the Most Beneficent.

For instance, on the subject of promises and encouragement,
the Qur'an said,
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No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as
a reward for what they used to do. (32:17)

and,
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(There will be) therein all that inner selves could desire,
and all that eyes could delight in and you will abide
therein forever. (43:71)

On the subject of warning and discouragement;

-

Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of
the land to swallow you up! (17:68)

and,

-
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Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven
(Allah), will not cause the earth to sink with you, and
then it should quake!

Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven
(Allah), will not send against you a violent whirlwind!
Then you shall know how (terrible) has been My warning.
(67:16-17)

On the subject of threats, the Qur'an said,
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So We punished each (of them) for his sins. (29:40)

Also, on the subject of soft advice, the Qur'an said,

-
-
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Tell Me, (even) if We do let them enjoy for years. And
afterwards comes to them that (punishment) which they
had been promised. All that with which they used to
enjoy shall not avail them. (26:205-207).

There are many other examples of the eloquence,
beauty, and benefits of the Qur'an.

When the Qur'an is discussing Laws, commandments and
prohibitions, it commands every type of righteous, good,
pleasing and beneficial act. It also forbids every type of evil,
disliked and amoral act.

Ibn Mas™ ud and other scholars of the Salaf said,

"When you hear what Allah said in the Qur'an, such as,

15T @e;@\ @l 0 you who believe! then listen with full

attention, for it either contains a type of righteousness
that Allah is enjoining, or an evil that He is forbidding."

For instance, Allah said,
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He (Muhammad) commands them for Al-Ma  ruf (i.e.
Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained);
and forbids them from Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief,
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polytheism of all kinds, and all that Islam has forbidden);
he allows them as lawful At-Tayyibat (i.e. all good and
lawful things), and prohibits them as unlawful Al-
Khaba'ith (i.e. all evil and unlawful things), he releases
them from their heavy burdens and from the fetters
(bindings) that were upon them. (7:157)

When the Ayat mention Resurrection and the horrors that will
occur on that Day, and Paradise and the Fire and the joys and
safe refuge that Allah prepared for His loyal friends, or torment
and Hell for His enemies, these Ayat contain glad tidings or
warnings. The Ayat then call to perform good deeds and avoid
evil deeds, making the life of this world less favorable and the
Hereafter more favorable. They also establish the correct
methods and guide to Allah's straight path and just legislation,
all the while ridding the hearts of the evil of the cursed devil.

The Qur'an is the Greatest Miracle given to the Prophe

The Two Sahihs record that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet
said,
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Every Prophet was given a miracle, the type of which
brings mankind to faith. What I was given is a revelation
that Allah sent down to me. Yet, I hope that I will have
the most following on the Day of Resurrection.

This is the wording narrated by Muslim.

The Prophet stated that among the Prophets he was
given a revelation, meaning, he was especially entrusted
with the miraculous Qur'an that challenged mankind to
produce something similar to it. As for the rest of the
divinely revealed Books, they were not miraculous
according to many scholars. Allah knows best.

The Prophet was also aided with innumerable signs and
indications that testify to the truth of his Prophethood
and what he was sent with, all thanks and praise is due
to Allah.
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Meaning of “Stones

Allah said,

-~
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Then fear the Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones,

prepared for the disbelievers.

"Fuel' is wood or similar substances, used to start
and feed a fire.

Similarly, Allah said,
(B 5521 56 D) Gls

And as for the Qasitun (disbelievers who
deviated from the right path), they shall be
firewood for Hell. (72:15)

and,
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Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you
are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel
for Hell! (Surely) you enter it.

Had these (idols) been alihah (gods), they would
not have entered there (Hell), and all of them will
abide therein. (21:98-99)

The stones mentioned here are the giant, rotten, black,
sulfuric stones that become the hottest when heated,
may Allah save us from this evil end.

It was also reported that the stones mentioned here are
the idols and rivals that were worshipped instead of
Allah, just as Allah said,
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Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you
are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel
for Hell! (21:28)

2

P 9
Allah's statement, [;3,9@ < j (prepared for the
disbelievers),

It appears most obvious that it refers to the Fire
that is fueled by men and stones, and it also may
refer to the stones themselves.

There is no contradiction between these two
views, because they are dependent upon each
other.

" Prepared' means,

it is “kept' and will surely touch those who
disbelieve in Allah and His Messenger.

Ibn Ishaq narrated that Muhammad said that Ikrimah or

P 9
Sa'id bin Jubayr said that Ibn Abbas said, [ﬁﬁ@&uﬁ

(prepared for the disbelievers),

"For those who embrace the disbelief that you
(disbelievers) have embraced."

Jahannam (Hellfire) exists now,
Many of the Imams of the Sunnah used this Ayah to prove

PR
that the Fire exists now. This is because Allah said, C)L,\QT

(prepared) meaning, prepared and kept.

There are many Hadiths on this subject. For instance, the
Prophet said,

w45, G %
Paradise and the Fire had an argument..

Also, the Prophet said,
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The Fire sought the permission of her Lord. She said, 'O
my Lord! Some parts of me consumed the other parts.'
And Allah allowed her two periods to exhale, one in
winter and one in summer.

Also, there is a Hadith recorded from Ibn Mas ud that the
Companions heard the sound of a falling object. When they
asked about it, the Messenger of Allah said,
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This is a stone that was thrown from the top of
Jahannam seventy years ago, but only now reached its
bottom.

This Hadith is in Sahih Muslim.

There are many Hadiths that are Mutawatir (narrated
by many different chains of narrations) on this subject,
such as the Hadiths about the eclipse prayer, the night
of Isra etc.

2 W ee 7 :e;’
Allah's statements, g&;wgo,ﬁg‘yu (Then produce a Surah of

the like thereof) (2:23), and, 9,1255‘7,’..5 (A Surah like it) (10:38),
this includes the short and long Surahs of the Qur'an.
Therefore, the challenge to creation stands with regards
to both the long and short Surahs, and there is no
disagreement that I know of on this fact between the
scholars of old and new.

Before he became Muslim, Amr bin Al-"As met Musaylimah the
Liar who asked him, "What has recently been revealed to your
fellow (meaning Muhammad) in Makkah?"

Amr said, "A short, yet eloquent Surah."
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He asked, "What is it?"
He said,

)-'553‘3

-
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By Al-" Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss, (103:1-2)

Musaylimah thought for a while and said, "A similar
Surah was also revealed to me."

Amr asked, "What is it?"

He said, "O Wabr, O Wabr (i.e. a wild cat), you are but
two ears and a chest, and the rest of you is unworthy
and thin."

Amr said, "By Allah! You know that I know that you are
lying."
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2:25 And give glad tidings to those who believe and
do righteous good deeds, that for them will be
Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise).
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Every time they will be provided with a fruit
therefrom, they will say: "This is what we were
provided with before,"" and they will be given things
in resemblance (i.e. in the same form but different
in taste),
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and they shall have therein Azwajun Mutahharatun
(purified mates or wives), and they will abide
therein forever.

Rewards of Righteous Believers

After mentioning the torment that Allah has prepared for His
miserable enemies who disbelieve in Him and in His
Messengers, He mentions the condition of His happy, loyal
friends who believe in Him and in His Messengers, adhere to the
faith and perform the good deeds. This is the reason why the
Qur'an was called Mathani, based on the correct opinion of the
scholars. We will elaborate upon this subject later.

Mathani means to mention faith and then disbelief, or vice
versa. Or, Allah mentions the miserable and then the happy, or
vice versa.

As for mentioning similar things, it is called Tashabbuh, as we
will come to know, Allah willing.

Allah said,
P15 ([ PECRPPRE Bt B B TR SO =2

And give glad tidings to those who believe and do
righteous good deeds, that for them will be Gardens
under which rivers flow (Paradise),

Consequently, Allah stated that Paradise has
rivers that run beneath it, meaning, underneath
its trees and rooms.

From Hadiths it is learned that the rivers of Paradise do
not run in valleys, and that the banks of Al-Kawthar
(the Prophet's lake in Paradise) are made of domes of
hollow pearls, the sand of Paradise is made of scented
musk while its stones are made from pearls and jewels.
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We ask Allah to grant Paradise to us, for verily, He is the
Most Beneficent, Most Gracious.

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,

G e 2308l e 28358550 44

The rivers of Paradise spring from beneath hills,
or mountains of musk.

He also reported from Masruqg that Abdullah said,

"The rivers of Paradise spring from beneath
mountains of musk."

The similarity between the Fruits of Paradise

Allah said next,

Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom,
they will say: "This is what we were provided with
before".

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Yahya bin Abi Kathir said,

"The grass of Paradise is made of saffron, its hills from
musk and the boys of everlasting youth will serve the
believers with fruits which they will eat. They will then be
brought similar fruits, and the people of Paradise will
comment, "This is the same as what you have just
brought us.' The boys will say to them, "Eat, for the
color is the same, but the taste is different.

Hence Allah's statement,
9

ltasid...

and they will be given things in resemblance."
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Abu Jafar Ar-Razi narrated that Ar-Rabi bin Anas said
Z Py > 2‘9

that Abu Al-Aliyah said that, izl Sl (and they will

be given things in resemblance) means,

"They look like each other, but the taste is
different."

p4
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Also, Ikrimah said, Lg.;[;:ﬁ%gg\ﬁj (and they will be given
things in resemblance),

"They are similar to the fruits of this life, but the
fruits of Paradise taste better."

Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported from Al-Amash, from Abu
Thubyan, that Ibn Abbas said,

"Nothing in Paradise resembles anything in the
life of this world, except in name."

In another narration, Ibn Abbas said,

"Only the names are similar between what is in
this life and what is in Paradise."

The Wives of the People of Paradise are Pure)

Allah said,

;}e.l;i"tbj@;iﬂ;
and they shall have therein Azwajun Mutahharatun,
Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"Purified from filth and impurity."
Also, Mujahid said,

"From menstruation, relieving the call of nature,
urine, spit, semen and pregnancies."

Also, Qatadah said,
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"Purified from impurity and sin."
In another narration, he said,
"From menstruation and pregnancies."

Further, Ata, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Salih,
Atiyah and As-Suddi were reported to have said
similarly.

Allah's statement,
RALSBTWEIVRTY 0
and they will abide therein forever.

meaning ultimate happiness, for the believers will
enjoy everlasting delight, safe from death and
disruption of their bliss, for it never ends or
ceases.

We ask Allah to make us among these believers,
for He is the Most Generous, Most Kind and Most
merciful.

% z _ A 2 % P
PO A S8 AU )|

2:26 Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a
parable even of a mosquito or so much more when
it is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it.
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And as for those who believe, they know that it is
the truth from their Lord, but as for those who
disbelieve, they say: "What did Allah intend by this
parable?"
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By it He misleads many, and many He guides

thereby. And He misleads thereby only the Fasiqin
(the rebellious, disobedient to Allah).
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2:27 Those who break Allah's covenant after
ratifying it, and sever what Allah has ordered to be

joined and do mischief on earth, it is they who are
the losers.

Allah says;
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Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even
of a mosquito or so much more when it is bigger (or less
when it is smaller) than it.

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn Abbas, Ibn
Mas " ud, and some Companions said;

"When Allah gave these two examples of the
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hypocrites" meaning Allah's statements,

1,6 063l L;;d\ Q&;.f (Their likeness is as the

likeness of one who kindled a fire), (2:17) and, 31

;W\@nggg (Or like a rainstorm from the sky),

(2:19) "The hypocrites said, "“Allah's far more
exalted than for Him to make such examples.' So

Allah revealed these Ayat (2:26-27) up to: 44

s (&l (Who are the losers)".
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Sa’id said that Qatadah said,
"Allah does not shy away from the truth when He
mentions a matter as a parable, whether this
matter is significant or not. When Allah
mentioned the flies and the spider in His Book,
the people of misguidance said, *Why did Allah

mention these things.' So Allah revealed; Uaﬁ\&l

z

@;%%ﬁu%oﬁuww (Verily, Allah is
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not ashamed to set forth a parable even of a
mosquito or so much more when it is bigger (or
less when it is smaller) than it)."

A Parable about the Life of This World

Abu Jafar Ar-Razi reported that Ar-Rabi bin Anas commented on
this Ayah (2:26);

"This is an example that Allah has given for the life of
this world. The mosquito lives as long as it needs food,
but when it gets fat, it dies. This is also the example of
people whom Allah mentioned in the Qur'an: when they
acquire (and collect the delights of) the life of this world,
Allah then takes them away."

Afterwards, he recited,
sPF ol sl Bal Sl 25080

So, when they forgot (the warning) with which
they had been reminded, We opened for them the
gates of every (pleasant) thing. (6:44)

In this Ayah (2:26) Allah stated that He does not shy away or
hesitate in making an example or parable of anything, whether
the example involves a significant or an insignificant matter.

Allah's statement, [.2;333&3 (Or so much more when it is bigger

than it) Fama fawqgaha means,

something bigger than the mosquito, which is one of the
most insignificant and tiniest of creatures.
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Muslim narrated that Aishah said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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No Muslim is harmed by a thorn, Fama fawqaha (or
something larger), but a good deed will be written for
him and an evil deed will be erased from his record.

So Allah has informed us that there is no matter that is too
small that is exempt from being used as an example, even if it
was as insignificant as a mosquito or a spider.

Allah said,
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O mankind! A similitude has been coined, so listen to it
(carefully): Verily, those on whom you call besides Allah,
cannot create (even) a fly, even though they combine
together for the purpose. And if the fly snatches away a
thing from them, they will have no power to release it
from the fly. So weak are (both) the seeker and the
sought. (22:73)
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The likeness of those who take (false deities as) Awliya
(protectors, helpers) other than Allah is the likeness of a
spider who builds (for itself) a house; but verily, the
frailest (weakest) of houses is the spider's house - if they
but knew. (29:41)

and,
102



7 G 4 s ~ 2 Z z 7 I ~ Z 4 <
a2 2% 9 [5' “A JT”/W/" & o owll . w2 T A s /"ﬁj
@Le.r-ﬁ;u;g b il aglb 2al s dlll 38 iS5
rd rd

%015 ..,;g

,,WJ5LGM&f
P (& P - Z -,

B @lpll e dslad, 285555 6, 228 Juss

g % g . .1 . g A 7 Y] %

A o33 U1 33 1 30l B eyl 5B ek gl Al 2

sl Jadss oal B

35 38 23 A eI A & 55 il

-

See you not how Allah sets forth a parable!

A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is firmly
fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very
high). Giving its fruit at all times, by the leave of its
Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for mankind in order
that they may remember.

And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree
uprooted from the surface of earth, having no stability.

Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word
that stands firm in life of this world (i.e. they will keep
on worshipping Allah alone and none else), and in the
Hereafter. And Allah will cause the Zalimin (polytheists
and wrongdoers) to go astray those and Allah does what
He wills. (14:24-27)

Allah said,
s b8 e Ul 58

Allah puts forward the example of (two men - a believer
and a disbeliever); a servant under the possession of
another, he has no power of any sort. (16:75)

He then said,
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And Allah puts forward (another) example of two
men, one of them dumb, who has no power over
anything, and he is a burden on his master;
whichever way he directs him, he brings no good.
Is such a man equal to one who commands
justice! (16:76)

Also, Allah said,
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He sets forth for you a parable from your own
selves: Do you have partners among those whom
your right hands possess (i.e. your servants) to
share as equals in the wealth we have bestowed
on you! (30:28)

~ ~

Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, ngééui‘WUam
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L’gi}; [.23%}5(.;[&2 (Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a

parable even of a mosquito or so much more when it is bigger
than it),

"The believers believe in these parables, whether they
involve large matters or small, because they know that
they are the truth from their Lord, and Allah guides the
believers by these parables."

Allah's statement;
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And as for those who believe, they know that it is the
truth from their Lord, but as for those who disbelieve,
they say: "What did Allah intend by this parable?"
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By it He misleads many,

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn Abbas, Ibn
Mas " ud and other people among the Companions said,

"Meaning the hypocrites. Allah guides the
believers with these parables, and the straying of
the hypocrites increases when they reject the
parables that Allah mentioned for them which
they know are true. This is how Allah misleads

them."
And He guides thereby,
meaning, with the parables,

many,

from among the people of faith and conviction.
Allah adds guidance to their guidance, and faith
to their faith, because they firmly believe in what
they know to be true, that is, the parables that
Allah has mentioned. This is guidance that Allah
grants them;
9
iyl

And He misleads thereby only the Fasiqin (the
rebellious, disobedient to Allah),

meaning, the hypocrites.
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The Arabs say that the date has Fasaqat, when it
comes out of its skin, and they call the mouse a
Fuwaysiqah, because it leaves its den to cause
mischief.

The Two Sahihs recorded Aishah saying that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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Five animals are Fawasiq, and they must be
killed during Ihram and otherwise:

e the crow,

e the kite,

e the scorpion,

e the mouse and

e the rabid dog.
Fasiq, includes the disbeliever and the disobedient.
However, the Fisq of the disbeliever is worse, and this is

the type of Fasiq that the Ayah is describing here,
because Allah described them as,
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Those who break Allah's covenant after ratifying it, and
sever what Allah has ordered to be joined and do
mischief on earth, it is they who are the losers.

These are the characteristics of the disbelievers
and they contradict the qualities of the believers.

Similarly, Allah said in Surah Ar-Ra"d,
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Shall he then, who knows that what has been
revealed unto you (O Muhammad) from your Lord
is the truth, be like him who is blind! But it is only
the men of understanding that pay heed.

Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and break
not the Mithaq (bond, treaty, covenant).

And those who join that which Allah has
commanded to be joined (i.e. they are good to
their relatives and do not sever the bond of
kinship), and fear their Lord, and dread the
terrible reckoning. (13:19-21)) until,
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And those who break the covenant of Allah, after
its ratification, and sever that which Allah has
commanded to be joined (i.e. they sever the bond
of kinship and are not good to their relatives),
and work mischief in the land, on them is the
curse (i.e. they will be far away from Allah's
mercy), and for them is the unhappy (evil) home
(i.e. Hell). (13:25)

The covenant that these deviant people broke is Allah's
covenant with His creation, that is, to obey Him and
avoid the sins that He prohibited. This covenant was
reiterated in Allah's Books and by the words of His

107



Messengers. Ignoring this covenant constitutes breaking
it.

It was said that the Ayah (2:27) is about the
disbelievers and the hypocrites among the People of the
Book. In this case, the covenant that they broke is the
pledge that Allah took from them in the Tawrah to
follow Muhammad when he is sent as a Prophet, and to
believe in him, and in what he was sent with. Breaking
Allah's covenant in this case occurred when the People of
the Book rejected the Prophet after they knew the truth
about him, and they hid this truth from people, even
though they swore to Allah that they would do otherwise.
Allah informed us that they threw the covenant behind
their backs and sold it for a miserable price.

It was also reported that the Ayah (2:27) refers to all
disbelievers, idol worshippers and hypocrites. Allah took
their pledge to believe in His Oneness, showing them the
signs that testify to His Lordship. He also took a
covenant from them to obey His commands and refrain
from His prohibitions, knowing that His Messengers
would bring proofs and miracles that none among the
creation could ever produce. These miracles testified to
the truth of Allah's Messengers. The covenant was
broken when the disbelievers denied what was proven to
them to be authentic and rejected Allah's Prophets and
Books, although they knew that they were the truth.

This Tafsir was reported from Mugqatil bin Hayyan, and it
is very good. It is also the view that Az-Zamakhshari
held.

Allah's statement next,
. QoS ol 521 gy siBETs ..
And sever what Allah has ordered to be joined,

is in reference to keeping the relations with the
relatives, as Qatadah asserted.

This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement,
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Would you then, if you were given the
authority, do mischief in the land, and
sever your ties of kinship. (47:22)

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari preferred this opinion.

However, it has been said that the meaning of the Ayah
(2:27) here is more general. Hence, everything that
Allah has commanded to nurture, and the people
severed, is included in its meaning.

The Meaning of "Loss

9
Mugatil bin Hayyan commented on Allah's statement, 2 ;ﬁj
L
(s (It is they who are the losers),

"In the Hereafter."

Similarly, Allah said,
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On them is the curse (i.e. they will be far away from
Allah's mercy), and for them is the unhappy (evil) home
(i.e. Hell). (13:25)

Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said,

"Every characteristic that Allah describes those other
than the people of Islam - such as being losers - then it
refers to disbelief. However, when they are attributed to
the people of Islam, then these terms refer to sin."

9
Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement, ¢ 55 28EL0.0 (1t

is they who are the losers),
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"Losers is plural for loser, this word refers to whoever
decreased his own share of Allah's mercy by disobeying
Him, just as the merchant loses in his trade by
sustaining capital loss. Such is the case with the
hypocrite and the disbeliever who lose their share of the
mercy that Allah has in store for His servants on the Day
of Resurrection. And that is when the disbeliever and the
hypocrite most desperately need Allah's mercy."
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2:28 How can you disbelieve in Allah seeing that
you were dead and He gave you life! Then He will
give you death, then again will bring you to life (on
the Day of Resurrection) and then unto Him you will
return.

Allah testifies to the fact that He exists and that He is the
Creator and the Sustainer Who has full authority over His
servants,
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How can you disbelieve in Allah seeing that you were
dead and He gave you life! Then He will give you death,
then again will bring you to life (on the Day of
Resurrection) and then unto Him you will return.

How can anyone deny Allah's eX|stence or worshlp

others with Him while; ,JL:-L U’ 25 ) (You

were dead and He gave you life),

meaning, He brought them from the state of non-
existence to life.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Were they created by nothing! Or were
they themselves the creators! Or did they
create the heavens and the earth! Nay,
but they have no firm belief. (52:35-36)
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Has there not been over man a period of
time, when he was not a thing worth
mentioning. (76:1)

There are many other Ayat on this subject.
Ibn Jarir reported from Ata that Ibn Abbas said that,
}f[:a.ﬁ [3\9’:‘ ’3'93 (Seeing that you were dead and He
gave you life) means,

"You did not exist beforehand. You were nothing
until Allah created you; He will bring death to you
and then bring you back to life during
Resurrection."

Ibn Abbas then said, "This is similar to Allah's
statement;

g;:»\ux,’i uﬁ»\&i"@jﬂ JG

They will say: "Our Lord! You have made
us to die twice and You have given us life
twice." (40:11)"
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2:29 He it is Who created for you all that is on
earth. Then He Istawa ila the heaven and made

them seven heavens and He is the Knower of
everything.

Evidence of Allah's Abilit

After Allah mentioned the proofs of His creating them, and what
they can witness in themselves as proof of that, He mentioned
another proof that they can witness, that is, the creation of the
heavens and earth.

Allah said,
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He it is Who created for you all that is on earth. Then He
Istawa ila the heaven and made them seven heavens.

meaning, He turned towards the heaven,
&5\2&3 (And made them) meaning,

that He made the heaven, seven heavens.

Allah said,
0 ks Risho s GRS .

And made them seven heavens and He is the Knower of
everything.

meaning, His knowledge encompasses all His
creation, just as He said in another Ayah,

Feiralill
Should not He Who has created know! (67:14)

The Beginning of the Creation|
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This Ayah (2:29) is explained in detail in Surah As-Sajdah
where Allah said;
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Say (O Muhammad): "Do you verily disbelieve in Him
Who created the earth in two Days And you set up rivals
(in worship) with Him! That is the Lord of all that exists.

He placed therein (i.e. the earth) firm mountains from
above it, and He blessed it, and measured therein its
sustenance (for its dwellers) in four Days equal (i.e. all
these four " days' were equal in the length of time) for all
those who ask (about its creation). Then He Istawa ila
the heaven when it was smoke, and said to it and to the
earth: "Come both of you willingly or unwillingly."

They both said: "We come willingly."

Then He finished them (as) seven heavens in two Days
and He made in each heaven its affair. And We adorned
the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) to be an
adornment as well as to guard (from the devils by using
them as missiles against the devils).

Such is the decree of the Almighty, the Knower. (41:9-
12).
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These Ayat indicate that Allah started creation by
creating earth, then He made heaven into seven
heavens. This is how building usually starts, with the
lower floors first and then the top floors, as the scholars
of Tafsir reiterated, as we will come to know, Allah
willing.

Allah also said,
@530 angy
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Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven
that He constructed He raised its height, and has
perfected it. Its night He covers with darkness
and its forenoon He brings out (with light). And
the earth, after that, He spread it out. And
brought forth therefrom its water and its pasture.
And the mountains He has fixed firmly. (To be) a
provision and benefit for you and your cattle.
(79:27-33)

It is said that "Then" in the Ayah (2:29) relates only to
the order of reciting the information being given, it does
not relate to the order that the events being mentioned
took place, this was reported from Ibn Abbas by Ali bin
Abi Talhah.

The Earth was created before Heaven|
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Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, @b;ﬁ&ggﬁ\;ﬁ
laeas 27Ul (He it is Who created for you all that is on earth),

"Allah created the earth before heaven, and when He
created the earth, smoke burst out of it. This is why

Allah said, &l8 s 28]l ‘}lﬁf’:‘i"ﬁ (Then He Istawa ila
(turned towards) the heaven when it was smoke.
(41:11), bl £ 58133 (And made them seven

heavens) means, one above the other, while the *seven
earths' means, one below the other."

This Ayah testifies to the fact that the earth was created
before heaven, as Allah has indicated in the Ayat in
Surah As-Sajdah.

Spreading the Earth out after the Heavens were created

Sahih Al-Bukhari records that;

when Ibn Abbas was questioned about this matter, he
said that the earth was created before heaven, and the
earth was spread out only after the creation of the
heaven.

Several Tafsir scholars of old and recent times also said
similarly, as we have elaborated on in the Tafsir of Surah
An-Nazi  at.

The result of that discussion is that the word Daha
(translated above as "spread") is mentioned and
explained in Allah's statement,

3
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And the earth, after that, He spread it out. And brought
forth therefrom its water and its pasture. And the
mountains He has fixed firmly. (79:30-32)

Therefore, Daha means that the earth's treasures were
brought to its surface after finishing the job of creating
whatever will reside on earth and heaven. When the
earth became Daha, the water burst out to its surface
and the various types, colors, shapes and kinds of plants
grew. The stars started rotating along with the planets
that rotate around them. And Allah knows best.

2. (. ; N % _ v 2 -89 %
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2:30 And (remember) when your Lord said to the
angels: "Verily, I am going to place (mankind)
generations after generations on earth."

P
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They said: "Will You place therein those who will
make mischief therein and shed blood, - while we
glorify You with praises and thanks and sanctify
You."

o280 210 Al B
He (Allah) said: "I know that which you do not
know."

Adam and His Children inhabited the Earth, Generation afte

Allah reiterated His favor on the Children of Adam when He
stated that He mentioned them in the highest of heights before
He created them. Allah said,
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And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels,

This Ayah means, "O Muhammad! Mention to
your people what Allah said to the angels.

Z. . % .9 P
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Verily, I am going to place a Khalifah on earth.

Meaning people reproducing generation after
generation, century after century, just as Allah
said,

(C?J /O rd
ol sz asTss o)l 584
And it is He Who has made you (Khala'if)

generations coming after generations, replacing
each other on the earth. (6:165)

ub&%\;‘(’al;;,’fiasgg
And makes you (Khulafa) inheritors of the earth.
(27:62)
And if it were Our will, We would have (destroyed

you (mankind all, and) made angels to replace
you (Yakhlufun) on the earth. (43: 60)

and,
G2 pauzspelsd

Then after them succeeded an (evil) generation
(Khalf)) (7:169).
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It appears that Allah was not referring to Adam
specifically as Khalifah, otherwise he would not have
allowed the angels' statement,

sl Bz s B0 B a3 Jasd JG.

They said: "Will You place therein those who will make
mischief therein and shed blood!"

The angels meant that this type of creature
usually commits the atrocities they mentioned.
The angels knew of this fact, according to their
understanding of human nature, for Allah stated
that He would create man from clay. Or, the
angels understood this fact from the word
Khalifah, which also means the person who
judges disputes that occur between people,
forbidding them from injustice and sin, as Al-
Qurtubi said.

The statement the angels uttered was not a form of
disputing with Allah's, nor out of envy for the Children of
Adam, as some mistakenly thought. Allah has described
them as those who do not precede Him in speaking,
meaning that they do not ask Allah anything without His
permission.

When Allah informed them that He was going to create a
creation on the earth, and they had knowledge that this
creation would commit mischief on it, as Qatadah

mentioned, they said, »Gl Elazds (o Ok oo G Jazd]

(Will You place therein those who will make mischief
therein and shed blood).

This is only a question for the sake of learning about the
wisdom of that, as if they said, Our Lord! What is the
wisdom of creating such creatures since they will cause
trouble in the earth and spill blood.

"If the wisdom behind this action is that You be
worshipped, we praise and glorify You (meaning
we pray to You) we never indulge in mischief, so
why create other creatures"
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while we glorify You with praises and thanks and
sanctify You."

Allah said to the angels in answer to their inquiry,
38506 21T G, .
He (Allah) said: I know that which you do not know.

meaning, "I know that the benefit of creating this
type of creature outweighs the harm that you
mentioned, that which you have no knowledge of.
I will create among them Prophets and send
Messengers. I will also create among them
truthful, martyrs, righteous believers,
worshippers, the modest, the pious, the scholars
who implement their knowledge, humble people
and those who Ilove Allah and follow His
Messengers."

The Sahih recorded that;

when the angels ascend to Allah with the records
of the servant's deeds, Allah asks them, while
having better knowledge, "How did you leave My
servants?"

They will say, "We came to them while they were
praying and left them while they were praying."

This is because the angels work in shifts with
mankind, and they change shifts during the Fajr
and " Asr prayers.

The angels who descended will remain with us,
while the angels who have remained with us
ascend with our deeds. The Messenger of Allah
said,

S 42 g L P T P ’ﬂ// 7
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The deeds of the night are elevated to Allah
before the morning, and the deeds of the morning
before the night falls.

Hence, the angels' statement, "We came to them
while they were praying and left them while they

-

were praying," explains Allah's statement, }195‘(52\

£

@,&IifUlz (I know that which you do not know).
It was said that the meaning of Allah's statement, ,{,JZT@!
@,&IifUlz (I know that which you do not know) is,

"I have a specific wisdom in creating them, which
you do not have knowledge of."

It was also said that it is in answer to, éﬂgi&éﬂj(,@j
éﬂ&&ﬁj (While we glorify You with praises and thanks

and sanctify You) after which Allah said, Q;«’Slifmz,élé‘@l

(I know that which you do not know). Meaning,

"I know that Iblis is not as you are, although he is
among you."

Others said,
Elasy 55 555 o) a2 b bl 02 s St

C”,wai)ﬁj "(Will You place therein those who will

make mischief therein and shed blood, - while we
glorify you with praises and thanks and sanctify
You) is their request that they should be allowed
to inhabit the earth, instead of the Children of

Adam. So Allah said to them, QﬁlﬁUu}LT@l (1

know that which you do not know) if your
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inhabiting the heavens is better, or worse for
you."

Ar-Razi as well as others said this.

Allah knows best.

The Obligation of appointing a Khalifah and some related
Issues|

Al-Qurtubi, as well as other scholars, said that;

this Ayah (2:30) proves the obligation of appointing a
Khalifah to pass judgments on matters of dispute
between people, to aid the oppressed against the
oppressor, to implement the Islamic penal code and to
forbid evil. There are many other tasks that can only be
fulfilled by appointing the Imam, and what is necessary
in performing an obligation, is an obligation itself.

We should state here that Imamah occurs by;

e either naming a successor, as a group among Ahl
As-Sunnah scholars said occurred - by the Prophet -
in the case of Abu Bakr, or hinting to a successor.

e Or, the current Khalifah names a certain person as
Khalifah after him, as Abu Bakr did with Umar.

e Or, the Khalifah might leave the matter in the hands
of the Muslim consultative council, or a group of
righteous men, just as Umar did.

e Or, the people of authority could gather around a
certain person to whom they give the pledge of
allegiance, or they could select one among them to
choose the candidate, according to the majority of
the scholars.

The Khalifah must be a responsible adult Muslim male,
able to perform Ijtihad (independent legal judgments),
bodily able, righteous, with knowledge of warfare,
politics.

He also must be from the tribe of Quraysh, according to
the correct view, but it is not necessary that he be from
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the tribe of Bani Hashim, or that he be immune from
error, as the Rafidah (Shiites) falsely claim.

When the Khalifah becomes an immoral person (Fasiq),
should he be impeached. There is disagreement over this
matter, but the correct view is that he is not to be
removed, because the Messenger of Allah said,
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Unless you witness a clear Kufr regarding which
you have clear proof from Allah.

Does the Khalifah have the right to resign from his
post?

There is a difference on this issue.

It is a fact that Al-Hasan bin Ali removed himself from
the position of Khalifah and surrendered it to Muawiyah.
However, this occurred because of a necessity, and Al-
Hasan was praised for this action.

It is not permissible to appoint two Imams for the world
or more at the same time. This is not allowed because
the Messenger of Allah said,
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Whoever came to you while you are united and
tried to divide you, then execute him, no matter
who he is.

This is the view of the majority of scholars.
Imam Al-Haramayn stated that;

Abu Ishaqg allowed the appointment of two or
more Imams when the various provinces are far
away from each other.

However, Imam Al-Haramayn himself was
indecisive about this view.
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2:31 And He taught Adam all the names (of
everything), then He showed them to the angels
and said, "Tell Me the names of these if you are
truthful."

2550 sl ol Gl WY B Al Daleseal Ji

2:32 They (angels) said: "Glory is to You, we have
no knowledge except what you have taught us.
Verily, You are the Knower, the Wise."

2:33 He said: "O Adam! Inform them of their
names,"’
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and when he had informed them of their names, He
said: "Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb
(unseen) in the heavens and the earth, and I know
what you reveal and what you have been
concealing!"

The Virtue of Adam over the Angels

Allah stated the virtue of Adam above the angels, because He
taught Adam, rather than them, the names of everything. This
occurred after they prostrated to him. This discussion precedes
that event here, only to show the importance of his position,
and the absence of the angels' knowledge about creating the
Khalifah when they asked about it. So Allah informed the
angels that He knows what they do not know, and then He
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mentioned this to show them Adam's superiority over them in
knowledge.

Allah said,
B Ll Al Bes
And He taught Adam all the names (of everything).

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas commented on the
Ayah;

"Meaning, the names that people use, such as
human, animal, sky, earth, land, sea, horse,
donkey, and so forth, including the names of the
other species."

Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir reported that Asim bin
Kulayb narrated from Sa’id bin Ma" bad that;

Ibn Abbas was questioned, L@%;WU\ksT;Iﬁj (And

He taught Adam all the names (of everything)
"Did Allah teach him the names of the plate and
the pot?"

He said, "Yes, and even the terms for breaking
wind!"

Allah taught Adam the names of everything, their proper
names, the names of their characteristics, and what they
do, just as Ibn Abbas stated about the terms for passing
gas.

In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari explained this Ayah in the Book
of Tafsir with a report from Anas bin Malik who said that
the Messenger of Allah said,
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The believers will gather on the Day of

Resurrection and will say, “We should seek a
means of intercession with our Lord.'
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They will go to Adam and say, O Adam! You are
the father of all mankind, Allah created you with
His Own Hand, ordered the angels to prostrate for
you and taught you the names of everything. Will
you not intercede for us with your Lord, so that
he relieve us from this gathering place.’

-
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On that Adam will reply, "I cannot do what you
have asked'. He will have remembered his error
and will be embarrassed, saying, *Go to Nuh, for
he is the first of Allah's Messengers whom Allah
sent to the people of the earth.'

- &5 2
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They will go to Nuh and ask him.
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He will say, "I cannot do what you have asked.'
He will recall asking Allah what he was not to
know, and will also be embarrassed. He will say,
*Go to Khalil Ar-Rahman.’
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They will go to Ibrahim and he will also say, "I
cannot do what you have asked.' He will say, " Go
to Musa, a servant to whom Allah spoke directly
and gave the Tawrah.'
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Musa will say, ‘I cannot do what you have
asked.' He will remember that he killed a person
without justification and will be embarrassed
before his Lord. He will say, *Go to "Isa, Allah's
servant and Messenger and His Word and a spirit
of His.'
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They will go to "Isa and he will say, 'I will not do
what you asked. Go to Muhammad, a servant
whose previous and latter errors were forgiven.'
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They will come to me, and I will go to Allah and
seek His permission and He will give me His
permission.

Al #0810 e s e 3l 15l

When I gaze at my Lord, I will prostrate myself
and Allah will allow me to remain like that as
much as He will.
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Then I will be addressed, 'O Muhammad! Raise
your head; ask, for you will be given what you
ask, and intercede, for your intercession will be
accepted.'
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I will raise my head and thank and praise Allah
with such praise as He will inspire me. I will
intercede and He will grant me a quantity of
people that He will admit into Paradise.
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I will go back to Him, and when I see my Lord, I
will intercede and He will allow me a quantity that
He will admit into Paradise.
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I will do that for a third and then a fourth time.
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I will say, "There are no more people left in Hell
except those whom the Qur'an has incarcerated
and have thus acquired eternity in Hell.'

This Hadith was collected by Muslim, An-Nasa'i
and Ibn Majah.

The reason why we mentioned this Hadith here is
the Prophet's statement,
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They will go to Adam and say, 'O Adam!
You are the father of all mankind, and

Allah created you with His Own Hand,
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ordered the angels to prostrate for you,
and taught you the names of everything.

This part of the Hadith testifies to the fact that
Allah taught Adam the names of all creatures.

This is why Allah said,
- g - s /io
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Then He showed them to the angels,
meaning, the objects or creations.

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar said that Qatadah
said,

"Allah paraded the objects before the angels,
ol stbel s aclp HI0E

And said, "Tell Me the names of these if you are
truthful"."

Allah's statement means,
"Tell Me the names of what I paraded before you,

O angels who said, MB%M&%JQT

;LZQJ‘ (Will You place therein those who will make

mischief therein and shed blood), (2:30). You
asked, *Are You appointing a Khalifah from us or
from other creations We praise and glorify You.

Therefore, Allah said, "If you say the truth, that if
I appoint a non-angel Khalifah on the earth, he
and his offspring will disobey Me, commit mischief
and shed blood, but if I designate you the
Khalifahs you will obey Me, follow My command
and honor and glorify Me. However, since you do
not know the names of the objects I paraded
before you, then you have even less knowledge of
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what
yet."

will occur on the earth that does not exist
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They (angels) said: "Glory is to You, we have no
knowledge except what you have taught us. Verily, it is

You, the

Knower, the Wise."

Here the angels are praising Allah's holiness, and
perfection above every kind of deficiency,
affirming that no creature could ever acquire any
part of Allah's knowledge, except by His
permission, nor could anyone know anything
except what Allah teaches them. This is why they

said, 2S5l addl eolEb) Bak G 82X U Etses
("Glory is to You, we have no knowledge except

what you have taught us. Verily You are the
Knower, the Wise) meaning,

Allah is knowledgeable of everything, Most Wise
about His creation, and He makes the wisest
decisions, and He teaches and deprives whom He
wills from knowledge. Verily, Allah's wisdom and

justice in all matters is perfect.

Adam's Virtue of Knowledge is demonstrated

Allah said,
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He said:

"O Adam! Inform them of their names," and

when he had informed them of their names, He said:
"Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in
the heavens and the earth, and I know what you reveal

and what you have been concealing!

Zayd bin Aslam said,
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"You are lJibril, you are Mikhail, you are Israfil,
until he mentioned the name of the crow."

-

Mujahid said that Allah's statement, ,c.’é,%j 250 G UG

}.@.ﬁ&.@b (He said: "O Adam! Inform them of their

names"),

"The name of the pigeon, the crow and
everything."

Statements of a similar meaning were reported
from Sa’id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, and Qatadah.

When Adam's virtue over the angels became apparent,
as he mentioned the names that Allah taught him, Allah
said to the angels,
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Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in the
heavens and the earth, and I know what you reveal and
what you have been concealing!

This means, "Did I not state that I know the seen
and unseen matters."

Similarly, Allah said,
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And if you (O Muhammad) speak (the invocation)
aloud, then verily, He knows the secret and that
which is yet more hidden. (20:7)

Also, Allah said about the hoopoe, that it said to
Suleiman;
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(As Shaytan (Satan) has barred them from

Allah's way) so they do not prostrate before Allah,

Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens

and the earth, and knows what you conceal and

what you reveal. Allah, La ilaha illa Huwa (nhone

has the right to be worshipped but He), the Lord
of the Supreme Throne! (27:25-26)

They also have comments other than what we have said
about the meaning of Allah's statement,

A5 358 ladd 2T .

And I know what you reveal and what you have been
concealing.

It is reported from Ad-Dahhak that Ibn Abbas said that it
means,

"*I know the secrets, just as I know the apparent
things, such as, what Iblis concealed in his heart
of arrogance and pride."

Abu Jafar Ar-Razi narrated that Ar-Rabi bin Anas said
that, Q;&ZQ}.?K (3 60 (2 21275 (And I know what you
reveal and what you have been concealing) means,

"The apparent part of what they said was: ‘Do
you create in it that which would commit mischief
and shed blood!"

The hidden meaning was: “We have more
knowledge and honor than any creation our Lord
would create.’
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But they came to know that Allah favored Adam
above them regarding knowledge and honor."
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2:34 And (remember) when We said to the angels:
"Prostrate yourselves before Adam.' And they
prostrated except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused and
was proud and was one of the disbelievers
(disobedient to Allah).

Honoring Adam when the Angels prostrated before Hi

Allah tells;
s 585l 3 b ) s d 25Tl sl a& sl Wi s
e

And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate
yourselves before Adam." And they prostrated except
Iblis (Shaytan), he refused and was proud and was one
of the disbelievers (disobedient to Allah).

This Ayah mentions the great honor that Allah granted
Adam, and Allah reminded Adam's offspring of this fact.

Allah commanded the angels to prostrate before Adam,
as this Ayah and many Hadiths testify, such as the
Hadith about the intercession that we discussed.

There is a Hadith about the supplication of Musa,

"O my Lord! Show me Adam who caused us and
himself to be thrown out of Paradise."
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When Musa met Adam, he said to him, "Are you
Adam whom Allah created with His Own Hands,
blew life into and commanded the angels to
prostrate before!"

Iblis was among Those ordered to prostrate before Adam,

When Allah commanded the angels to prostrate before Adam,
Iblis was included in this command. Although Iblis was not an
angel, he was trying - and pretending - to imitate the angels'
behavior and deeds, and this is why he was also included in the
command to the angels to prostrate before Adam.

Satan was criticized for defying that command, as we will
explain with detail, Allah willing, when we mention the Tafsir of

Allah's statement, 950;1‘3:-@@933\050?‘}4:; U (Except Iblis
(Satan). He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of
his Lord), (18:50).

Similarly, Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"Before he undertook the path of sin, Iblis was with the
angels and was called "Azazil." He was among the
residents of the earth and was one of the most active
worshippers and knowledgeable persons among the
angels. This fact caused him to be arrogant. Iblis was
from a genus called Jinn."

The Prostration was before Adam but the Obedience was to

Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, |04 &wwﬂj

%3\ (And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate

yourselves before Adam'),

"The obedience was for Allah and the prostration was
before Adam. Allah honored Adam and commanded the
angels to prostrate before him."
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Some people said that this prostration was just a prostration of
greeting, peace and honor, hence Allah's statement,
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And he (Prophet Yusuf) raised his parents to the throne
and they fell down before him prostrate. And he said: "O
my father! This is the interpretation of my dream
aforetime! My Lord has made it come true!" (12:100)

The practice of prostrating was allowed for previous
nations, but was repealed for ours.

Mu " adh said to the Prophet,

"I visited Ash-Sham and found that they used to prostate
before their priests and scholars. You, O Messenger of
Allah, are more deserving of prostration."

The Prophet said,

-
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No. If I was to command any human to prostrate before
another human, I would command the wife to prostrate
before her husband because of the enormity of his right
on her.

Ar-Razi agreed with this view.

2
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Also, Qatadah said about Allah's statement, @Twﬁl | 150523

z

@3;}@\ &2 o83 =Eis (And they prostrated except Iblis

(Shaytan), he refused and was proud and was one of the
disbelievers (disobedient to Allah),

"Iblis, the enemy of Allah, envied Adam because Allah
honored Adam. He said, "I was created from fire, and he
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was created from clay.' Therefore, the first error ever
committed was arrogance, for the enemy of Allah was
too arrogant to prostrate before Adam."

I - Ibn Kathir - say, the following is recorded in the
Sahih,
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No person who has the weight of a mustard seed
of arrogance in his heart shall enter Paradise.

Iblis had disbelief, arrogance, and rebellion, all of
which caused him to be expelled from the holy
presence of Allah, and His mercy.
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2:35 And We said: "O Adam! Dwell you and your
wife in the Paradise and eat both of you freely with
pleasure and delight, of things therein wherever
you will, but come not near this tree or you both
will be of the Zalimin (wrongdoers). "

'Bg&ﬂ PR /";1 /2. 9 /;g /9//.;1

2:36 Then the Shaytan made them slip therefrom
(the Paradise), and got them out from that in which
they were.

o s s 1 3 580580 % ] 1

We said: "Get you down, all, with enmity between
yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling place for you
and an enjoyment for a time."

Adam was honored again
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Allah tells;

-
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And We said: "O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the
Paradise and eat both of you freely with pleasure and
delight, of things therein wherever you will, but come
not near this tree or you both will be of the Zalimin
(wrongdoers)."

Allah honored Adam by commanding the angels
to prostrate before him, so they all complied
except for Iblis. Allah then allowed Adam to live
and eat wherever and whatever he wished in
Paradise.

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah reported Abu Dharr
saying,

"I said, "O Messenger of Allah! Was Adam a
Prophet?’

He said,
Usfal)laak8 0,20 65 25

Yes. He was a Prophet and a Messenger, to whom
Allah spoke directly,

% A4 P P ./ E & k]
meaning, 25l cﬂ’éjjjwiuiw\ ((O Adam!) Dwell

you and your wife in the Paradise)."

Hawwa' was created before Adam entered Paradise|

Muhammad bin Ishaq stated,

The Ayah (2:35) indicates that Hawwa was created
before Adam entered Paradise.

Ibn Ishaq said,
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"After Allah finished criticizing Iblis, and after teaching

Adam the names of everything, He said, pféiﬂ %ST[;U@

j,.@.ifa.db (O Adam! Inform them of their names...) until,

the end of the Ayah ...and I know what you reveal and
what you have been concealing. (2:33)

Then Adam fell asleep, as the People of the Book and
other scholars such as Ibn Abbas have stated, Allah took
one of Adam's left ribs and made flesh grow in its place,
while Adam was asleep and unaware. Allah then created
Adam's wife, Hawwa, from his rib and made her a
woman, so that she could be a comfort for him.

When Adam woke up and saw Hawwa next to him, it was
claimed, he said, "My flesh and blood, my wife.' Hence,
Adam reclined with Hawwa.

When Allah married Adam to Hawwa and gave him
comfort, Allah said to him directly,

-
e
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"O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise and
eat both of you freely with pleasure and delight, of
things therein wherever you will, but come not near this
tree or you both will be of the Zalimin (wrongdoers).""

Allah tests Ada

Allah's statement to Adam, 535 50 [3}33 U3 (but come not

near this tree) is a test for Adam. There are conflicting opinions
over the nature of the tree mentioned here.

Some said that it was the grape tree, barley, date tree, fig tree,
and so forth. Some said that it was a certain tree, and whoever
eats from it will be relieved of the call of nature. It was also said
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that it was a tree from which the angels eat so that they live for
eternity.

Imam Abu Jafar bin Jarir said,

"The correct opinion is that Allah forbade Adam and his
wife from eating from a certain tree in Paradise, but they
ate from it. We do not know which tree that was,
because Allah has not mentioned anything in the Qur'an
or the authentic Sunnah about the nature of this tree. It
was said that it was barley, grape, or a fig tree. It is
possible that it was one of those trees. Yet, this is
knowledge that does not bring any benefit, just as being
ignorant in its nature does no harm. Allah knows best."

This is similar to what Ar-Razi stated in his Tafsir, and
this is the correct opinion.

Allah's statement,
-G o Beadl gl
Then the Shaytan made them slip therefrom,

either refers to Paradise, and in this case, it
means that Shaytan led Adam and Hawwa away
from it, as Asim bin Abi An-Najud recited it.

It is also possible that this Ayah refers to the forbidden
tree. In this case, the Ayah would mean, as Al-Hasan
and Qatadah stated,

"He tripped them."
In this case, G @lazall LAE  (Then the
Shaytan made them slip therefrom) means,

"Because of the tree', just as Allah said,
9
SR

Turned aside therefrom (i.e. from Muhammad and
the Qur'an) is he who is turned aside (by the
decree and preordainment of Allah), (51:9),
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meaning, the deviant person becomes turned
aside - or slips - from the truth because of so and
SO reason.

This is why then Allah said,
aslBBUEL G526

s

And got them out from that in which they were.

meaning, the clothes, spacious dwelling and
comfortable sustenance.
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We said: "Get you down, all, with enmity between
yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling place for you and
an enjoyment for a time."

meaning, dwelling, sustenance and limited life,
until the commencement of the Day of
Resurrection

Adam was very Tall

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ubayy bin Ka'b said that the
Messenger of Allah said,

-
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Allah created Adam tall, with thick hair, just as a date
tree with full branches. When Adam ate from the
forbidden tree, his cover fell off, and the first thing that
appeared was his private area. When he saw his private
area, he ran away in Paradise and his hair got caught in
a tree. He tried to free himself and Ar-Rahman called
him, 'O Adam! Are you running away from Me?'
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When Adam heard the words of Ar-Rahman (Allah), he
said, 'No, O my Lord! But I am shy.'

Adam remained in Paradise for an Hou

Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn Abbas said,

"Adam was allowed to reside in Paradise during the time
period between the “Asr (Afternoon) prayer, until
sunset."

Al-Hakim then commented this is "Sahih according to
the Two Sheikhs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim), but they did
not include it in their collections."

Also, Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ibn Abbas saying,

"Allah sent Adam to earth to an area called, Dahna,
between Makkah and At-Ta'if."

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that;

Adam was sent down to India, while Hawwa was sent to
Jeddah. Iblis was sent down to Dustumaysan, several
miles from Basra. Further, the snake was sent down to
Asbahan.

This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim.

Also, Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu Hurayrah said
that the Messenger of Allah said,

2 -
s ~ AP e P fj. R AV ~ 4
a8l Jsslas sl B asaaagll sy it as 2l o 335

oo - A P
2
“2 z ’.T
- >
Gz

-

Friday is the best day on which the sun has risen. On
Friday, Allah created Adam, admitted him into Paradise,
and expelled him from it.

A Doubt and a Rebuttal
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If one asks, "If the Paradise that Adam was thrown out of was
in heaven, as the majority of the scholars assert, then is it
possible for Iblis to enter Paradise, although he was expelled
from it by Allah's decision (when he refused to prostrate before
Adam)?"

Basically, the response to this would be that the Paradise
which Adam was in, was in the heavens, not on the
earth, as we explained in the beginning of our book Al-
Bidayah wan-Nihayah.

The majority of scholars said that Shaytan was
originally prohibited from entering Paradise, but there
were times when he sneaked into it in secret. For
instance, the Tawrah stated that Iblis hid inside the
snake's mouth and entered Paradise.

Some scholars said that it is possible that Shaytan led
Adam and Hawwa astray on his way out of Paradise.

Some scholars said that he led Adam and Hawwa astray
when he was on earth, while they were still in heaven, as
stated by Az-Zamakhshari.

Al-Qurtubi mentioned several beneficial Hadiths here
about snakes and the ruling on killing them.
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1:37 Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And

his Lord pardoned him (accepted his repentance).
Verily, He is the One Who forgives (accepts
repentance), the Most Merciful.

Adam repents and supplicates to Allah|

Allah tells;
V) 2 I BN AL e OB laBagf o 2] AB

Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And his Lord
pardoned him (accepted his repentance). Verily, He is
the One Who forgives (accepts repentance), the Most
Merciful.
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Mujahid, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi bin
Anas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ka'b Al-
Qurazi, Khalid bin Ma"dan, Ata Al-Khurasani and Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam have stated that the above
Ayah is explained by Allah's statement,
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They said: "Our Lord!l We have wronged
ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not
upon us Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the
losers." (7:23)

As-Suddi said that Ibn Abbas commented on, ueﬁsT@lﬁ

g/)[.z.lgau& (Then Adam received from his Lord Words),

"Adam said, 'O Lord! Did You not created me
with Your Own Hands?'

He said, "Yes.'

He said, *And blow life into me?'

He said, "Yes.'

He said, "And when I sneezed, You said, "May
Allah grant you His mercy.' Does not Your mercy
precede Your anger?'

He was told, "Yes.'

Adam said, “And You destined me to commit this
evil act?'

He was told, "Yes.'

He said, "If I repent, will You send me back to
Paradise?"

Allah said, "Yes."

Similar is reported from Al-Awfi, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Said
bin Ma bad, and Ibn Abbas.

Al-Hakim recorded this Hadith in his Mustadrak from
Ibn Jubayr, who narrated it from Ibn Abbas.
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Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih and they (Al-Bukhari
and Muslim) did not record it."

Allah's statement,
S -

Verily, He is the One Who forgives (accepts repentance),
the Most Merciful.

means that Allah forgives whoever regrets his
error and returns to Him in repentance.

This meaning is similar to Allah's statements,
5sle o2 a8l Jdssball i 2z

Know they not that Allah accept repentance from
His servants. (9:104)
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And whoever does evil or wrongs himself. (4:110)
and,

ke dassobius
And whosoever repents and does righteous good
deeds. (25:71)

The Ayat mentioned above, testify to the fact that Allah
forgives the sins of whoever repents, demonstrating His
kindness and mercy towards His creation and servants.

There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, the
Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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2:38 We said: "Get down all of you from this place
(the Paradise), then whenever there comes to you
Hudan (guidance) from Me, and whoever follows My

guidance, there shall be no fear on them, nor shall
they grieve.
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2:39 But those who disbelieve and belie Our Ayat
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,

revelations, etc.) - such are the dwellers of the Fire.
They shall abide therein forever."

Allah tells;
ok g oSl GRS

We said: "Get down all of you from this place (the
Paradise), then whenever there comes to you Hudan
(guidance) from Me,

Allah stated that when He sent Adam, Hawwa,
and Shaytan to earth from Paradise, He warned
them that He will reveal Books and send Prophets
and Messengers to them, i.e., to their offspring.

Abu Al-Aliyah said,

"Al-Huda, refers to the Prophets, Messengers,
the clear signs and plain explanation."

e

And whoever follows My guidance,

meaning, whoever accepts what is contained in
My Books and what I send the Messengers with.
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There shall be no fear on them,

regarding the Hereafter,
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nor shall they grieve.

regarding the life of this world.

Similarly, in Surah Ta Ha, Allah said,
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He (Allah) said: "Get you down (from the
Paradise to the earth), both of you, together,
some of you are an enemy to some others. Then
if there comes to you guidance from Me, then
whoever follows My guidance, he shall neither go
astray, nor shall he be distressed. (20:123)

Ibn Abbas commented,

"He will not be misguided in this life or miserable
in the Hereafter."

The Ayah, (Aélasldl 25838855 Gs a8 Ef s S30k P31 ems (But
whosoever turns away from My Reminder (i.e. neither believes
in this Qur'an nor acts on its teachings) verily, for him is a life

of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of
Resurrection), (20:124) is similar to what Allah stated here,

-
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But those who disbelieve and belie Our Ayat - such are
the dwellers of the Fire. They shall abide therein forever,
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meaning, they will remain in Hell for eternity and
will not find a way out of it.
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2:40 O Children of Israel! Remember My favor
which I bestowed upon you, and fulfill (your
obligations to) My covenant (with you) so that I
fulfill (My obligations to) your covenant (with Me),
and fear none but Me.
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2:41 And belleve in what I have sent down (this
Qur'an), confirming that which is with you (the
Tawrah and the Injil), and be not the first to
disbelieve therein, and buy not with My verses (the
Tawrah and the Injil) a small price (i.e. getting a
small gain by selling My verses), and fear Me and
Me alone.

Encouraging the Children of Israel to embrace Islam|
Allah says;
BYEEEC
O Children of Israel!

Allah commanded the Children of Israel to embrace
Islam and to follow Muhammad. He also reminded them
with the example of their father Israel, Allah's Prophet
Yaqub, as if saying, "O children of the pious, righteous
servant of Allah who obeyed Allah! Be like your father,
following the truth."
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This statement is similar to one's saying, "O you son of
that generous man! Do this or that," or, "O son of the
brave man, engage the strong fighters," or "O son of the
scholar, seek the knowledge," and so forth. Similarly,
Allah said,
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O offspring of those whom We carried (in the
ship) with Nuh (Noah)! Verily, he was a grateful
servant. (17:3)

Israel is Prophet Yaqub (Jacob)

Israel is Prophet Yaqub, for Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded
that Abdullah Ibn Abbas said,

"A group of Jews came to the Prophet and he said to
them,

E4

t0.804154 o A8 s

Do you know that Israel is Jacob?
They said, "Yes, by Allah."
He said,

W3 3300

O Allah! Be witness."

At-Tabari recorded that Abdullah Ibn Abbas said that;

“Israel' means, "the servant of Allah.'

Allah's Blessings for the Children of Israel

Allah said,
S ’05
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Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you.

Mujahid commented,
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"Allah's favor that;

e He granted the Jews is that He made
water gush from stones,

¢ sent down manna and quails for them,

e and saved them from being enslaved by
Pharaoh."

Abu Al-Aliyah also said,

"Allah's favor mentioned here is His sending
Prophets and Messengers among them, and
revealing Books to them."

I - Ibn Kathir - say that this Ayah is similar to what
Musa said to the Children of Israel,
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O my people! Remember the favor of Allah to
you: when He made Prophets among you, made
you kings, and gave you what He had not given
to any other among the nations (of their time.
(5:20),

meaning, during their time.
Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Ibn Abbas said,

[ D 7 ’05
JREFERTS é\@@b}fs\ (Remember My favor which I
bestowed upon you), means,
"My support for you and your fathers,"

that is saving them from Pharaoh and his people.

Reminding the Children of Israel of Allah's Covenant with|
The

Allah's statement,
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And fulfill (your obligations to) My covenant (with you)
so that I fulfill (My obligations to) your covenant (with
Me),

means, My covenant that I took from vyou
concerning Prophet Muhammad, when he is sent
to you, so that I grant you what I promised you if
you believe in him and follow him. I will then
remove the chains and restrictions that were
placed around your necks, because of the errors
that you committed.'

Also, Al-Hasan Al-Basri said,

"The “covenant' is in reference to Allah's
statement,
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Indeed, Allah took the covenant from the Children
of Israel (Jews), and We appointed twelve leaders
among them. And Allah said: "I am with you if
you perform As-Salah and give Zakah and
believe in My Messengers; honor and assist them,
and lend a good loan to Allah, verily, I will expiate
your sins and admit you to Gardens under which
rivers flow (in Paradise)." (5:12)

Other scholars said,

"The covenant is what Allah took from them in
the Tawrah, in that, He will send a great Prophet
- meaning Muhammad - from among the offspring
of Ismail, who will be obeyed by all peoples.
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Therefore, whoever obeys him, then Allah will
forgive his sins, enter him into Paradise and
award him two rewards."

We should mention here that Ar-Razi mentioned several
cases of information brought by the earlier Prophets
regarding the coming of Muhammad.

-

Further, Abu Al-Aliyah said that, uug:u ‘,3313 (And fulfill

(your obligations to) My covenant (with you)) means,

"His covenant with His servants is to embrace
Islam and to adhere to it."

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said,

"*I fulfill My obligations to you' means, "I (Allah)
will be pleased with you and admit you into
Paradise."'

As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-Rabi
bin Anas said similarly.

Allah's statement,

(£ ) sioligls .

And fear Me and Me alone.
Ibn Abbas said that it means,

"Fear the torment that I might exert on you, just
as I did with your fathers, like the mutation, etc."

This Ayah contains encouragement, followed by
warning. Allah first called the Children of Israel, using
encouragement, then He warned them, so that they
might return to the Truth, follow the Messenger, heed
the Qur'an's prohibitions and commands and believe in
its content. Surely, Allah guides whom He wills to the
straight path.

Allah said next,
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And believe in what I have sent down, confirming that
which is with you (the Tawrah and the Injil),

meaning, the Qur'an that Allah sent down to
Muhammad, the unlettered Arab Prophet, as
bringer of glad tidings, a warner and a light. The
Qur'an contains the Truth from Allah and affirms
what was revealed beforehand in the Tawrah
and the Injil (the Gospel).

Abu Al-Aliyah said that Allah's statement,

"means, " O People of the Book! Believe in what I
sent down that conforms to what you have.' This
is because they find the description of Muhammad
recorded in the Tawrah and the Injil."

Similar statements were attributed to Mujahid,
Ar-Rabi bin Anas and Qatadah.

Allah said,

and be not the first to disbelieve therein.
Ibn Abbas commented,

"Do not become the first to disbelieve in the
Qur'an (or Muhammad), while you have more
knowledge in it than other people."

Abu Al-Aliyah commented,

"*Do not become the first to disbelieve in
Muhammad,' meaning from among the People of
the Book, "after you hear that he was sent as a
Prophet.""

Similar statements were attributed to Al-Hasan,
As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi bin Anas.

Ibn Jarir stated that;
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the Ayah (disbelieve therein 2:41) refers to the

e

Qur'an, mentioned earlier in the Ayah, d,j}-m:a.:

(in what I have sent down (this Qur'an).

Both statements are correct because they are inter-
related. For instance, whoever disbelieves in the Qur'an
will have disbelieved in Muhammad, and whoever
disbelieves in Muhammad will have disbelieved in the
Qur'an.

-

Allah's statement, g\g;—é@ ()j (the first to disbelieve

therein) means,

do not become the first among the Children of
Israel to disbelieve in it, for there were people
from Quraysh and the Arabs in general who
rejected Muhammad before the People of the
Book disbelieved in him.

We should state here that the Ayah is talking about the
Children of Israel in specific, because the Jews in Al-
Madinah were the first among the Children of Israel to be
addressed by the Qur'an. Hence, their disbelief in the
Qur'an means that they were the first among the People
of the Book to disbelieve in it.

Allah's statement,

and buy not with My verses a small price,

means, "Do not substitute faith in My Ayat and
belief in My Prophet with the life of this world and
its lusts which are minute and bound to end."

Allah said,
£0)s860s. .
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and have Taqwa of Me and Me alone.
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Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Talg bin Habib said,

"Taqwa is to work in Allah's obedience, on a light
from Allah, hoping in Allah's mercy, and to avoid

Allah's disobedience, on a light from Allah, fearing
Allah's punishment."

38 g
Allah's statement, u)-‘v[.agb\’ (and fear Me and Me alone)
means,

that Allah warns the People of the Book against
intentionally hiding the truth and spreading the

opposite of it, as well as, against defying the
Messenger.
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2:42 And mix not truth with falsehood, nor conceal
the truth while you know (the truth).
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2:43 And perform As-Salah, and give Zakah, and
bow down along with Ar-Raki in.

The Prohibition of hiding It with|

the Truth and distorting

Allah forbade the Jews from intentionally distorting the truth

with falsehood and from hiding the truth and spreading
falsehood,

)18 25 5T, 255 LGB el

And mix not truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth
while you know (the truth).

So Allah forbade them from two things;
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He ordered them to make the truth known, as
well as explaining it.

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas mentioned the Ayah, Us

L).L:[fj[)&;j‘ ‘)»’25,&3 (And mix not truth with falsehood) and
said;

"Do not mix the truth with falsehood and the facts
with lies."

Qatadah said that, QI;EJB&Q\ \)»’15,\15[.\3 (And mix not truth

with falsehood) means,
"Do not mix Judaism and Christianity with Islam,

02085 251 (while you know (the truth), that the

religion of Allah is Islam, and that Judaism and
Christianity are innovations that did not come
from Allah."

It was reported that Al-Hasan Al-Basri said
similarly.
Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn Abbas said

that, @ﬁlﬁ}ﬁkéﬂ\\mj (nor conceal the truth while
you know (the truth),

means, "Do not hide the knowledge that you have
of My Messenger and what he was sent with. His
description, which you know about, can be found
written in the Books that you have."

It is possible that it means,

"..although you know the tremendous harm that
this evil will cause people, misguiding them and
leading them to the Fire, because they will follow
the falsehood that you mixed with the truth in
your claims."

~
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And perform As-Salat and give Zakah, and bow down
along with Ar-Raki " in.

Mugatil said,
"Allah's statement to the People of the Book,
AL Li’»jj (And perform As-Salah) commands
them to perform the prayer behind the Prophet,
78@\ iﬁ\dj (and give Zakah) commands them to
pay the Zakah to the Prophet, and

Qﬂi\ﬁ\gi,ﬁf&b (and bow down along with Ar-

Rakiin) commands them to bow down with
those who bow down among the Ummah of
Muhammad.

Allah therefore commands the People of the Book
to be with, and among the Ummah of
Muhammad."

In addition, Allah's statement, w\ﬁ‘éﬁ‘ﬁ&\j (And bow
down along with Ar-Raki"in) means,

"And be among the believers performing the best
deeds they perform, such as, and foremost, the
prayer."

Many scholars said that this Ayah (2:43) is proof for the
obligation of performing the prayer in congregation (for
men only).

I will explain this ruling in detail in Kitab Al-Ahkam Al-
Kabir, Allah willing.
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2:44 Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness
and every act of obedience to Allah) on the people
and you forget (to practice it) yourselves, while you
recite the Scripture (Tawrah))! Have you then no
sense!

The Condemnation of commanding Others to observe]
Righteousness while ignoring Righteousness

Allah said
61 @18 23515 28 bl 30385 3G 581 @ 1461

Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and every
act of obedience to Allah) on the people and you forget
(to practice it) yourselves, while you recite the Scripture
(Tawrah)! Have you then no sense!

Allah said, "How is it, O People of the Book, that
you command people to perform Al-Birr, which
encompasses all types of righteousness, yet
forget yourselves and do not heed what you call
others to! And you read Allah's Book (the
Tawrah) and know what it promises to those
who do not fulfill Allah's commandments.

(e

Have you then no sense!

of what you are doing to yourselves, so that you
might become aware of your slumber and restore
your sight from blindness"

Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma mar stated that Qatadah

commented on Allah's statement, @;ﬁjgb&@‘@)ﬁm

2Sadks ] (Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and

every act of obedience to Allah) on the people and you
forget (to practice it) yourselves),
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"The Children of Israel used to command people
to obey Allah, fear Him and perform Al-Birr. Yet,
they contradicted these orders, so Allah reminded
them of this fact."

As-Suddi said similarly.

Ibn Jurayj said that the Ayah: :-;Jb O gp 3
you Al-Birr on the people),

(Enjoin

"Is about the People of the Book and the
hypocrites. They used to command people to pray
and fast. However, they did not practice what
they commanded others. Allah reminded them of
this behavior. So whoever commands people to
do righteousness let him be among the first of
them to implement that command."

Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn Abbas said

that, ;ﬂiziﬂojzujj (And you forget yourselvesO,

means, "You forget to practice it yourselves, j,ijj

oad W ol 6.5 (while you recite the
Scripture (Tawrah)! Have you then no sense!).

You forbid the people from rejecting the
Prophethood and the covenant that you have
mentioned with you in the Tawrah, while you
yourselves have forgotten it, meaning that "“you
have forgotten the covenant that I made with you
that you will accept My Messenger. You have
breeched My covenant, and rejected what you
know is in My Book."'

Therefore, Allah admonished the Jews for this behavior
and alerted them to the wrongs that they were
perpetrating against themselves by ordering
righteousness, yet refraining themselves from
righteousness.
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We should state that Allah is not criticizing the People of
the Book for ordering righteousness, because enjoining
good is a part of righteousness and is an obligation for
the scholars. However, the scholar is himself required to
heed, and adhere to, what he invites others to. For
instance, Prophet Shu" ayb said,
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I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that
which I forbid you. I only desire reform to the
best of my power. And my guidance cannot come
except from Allah, in Him I trust and unto Him I

repent. (11:88)

Therefore, enjoining righteousness and performing
righteousness are both required. Neither category is
rendered not necessary by the practice of the other,
according to the most correct view of the scholars among
the Salaf (predecessors) and the Khalaf.

Imam Ahmad reported that Abu Wa'il said,

"While I was riding behind Usamah, he was
asked, *Why not advise “Uthman?'

He said, "Do you think that if I advise him I
should allow you to hear it I advise him in secret,
and I will not start something that I would hate to
be the first to start. I will not say to a man, "You
are the best man,' even if he was my leader, after
what I heard from the Messenger of Allah.'

They said, *What did he say?'

He said, "I heard him say,
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A man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection
and thrown in the Fire. His intestines will fall out
and he will continue circling pulling them behind
him, just as the donkey goes around the pole.
The people of the Fire will go to that man and ask
him, “What happened to you? Did you not used
to command us to do righteous acts and forbid us
from committing evil?'

He will say, “Yes. I used to enjoin righteousness,
but refrained from performing righteousness, and
I used to forbid you to perform from evil while I
myself did it.""

This Hadith was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and
Muslim.

Also, Ibrahim An-Nakhai said,
"I hesitate in advising people because of three
Ayat:

- -

Kablgsasds 5y 810,40

Enjoin you Al-Birr on the people and you forget
(to practice it) yourselves.
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O you who believe! Why do you say that which

you do not do! Most hateful it is to Allah that you
say that which you do not do! (61:2-3)."

And Allah informed us that the Prophet Shu " ayb said,
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I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that
which I forbid you. I only desire reform to the
best of my power. And my guidance cannot come
except from Allah, in Him I trust and unto Him I
repent. (11:88)
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2:45 And seek help in patience and As-Salat (the
prayer) and truly, it is extremely heavy and hard
except for Al-Khashi " in.
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2:46 (They are those) who are certain that they are

going to meet their Lord, and that unto Him they
are going to return.

The Support that comes with Patience and Praye

Allah says;
- sWals ,:J:Jb\ Sasaly
And seek help in patience and As-Salah (the prayer).

Allah commanded His servants to use patience
and prayer to acquire the good of this life and the
Hereafter.

Mugatil bin Hayyan said that this Ayah means,

"Utilize patience and the obligatory prayer in
seeking the Hereafter.
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As for patience (here), they say that it means
fasting."

There are similar texts reported from Mujahid.
Al-Qurtubi and other scholars commented,

"This is why Ramadan is called the month
of patience," as is mentioned in the Hadith
literature.

It was also said that;

“patience' in the Ayah means, refraining from
evil, and this is why °patience' was mentioned
along with practicing acts of worship, especially
and foremost, the prayer.

Also, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Umar bin Al-Khattab
said,
"There are two types of patience:
e good patience when the disaster strikes,
e and a better patience while avoiding the
prohibitions of Allah."

Ibn Abi Hatim said that Al-Hasan Al-Basri was
reported to have said similarly.
Allah then said, wa (And As-Salah (the prayer).

The prayer is one of the best means of assistance for
firmly adhering to Allah's orders, just as Allah said;
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Recite (O Muhammad) what has been revealed to
you of the Book (the Qur'an), and perform As-
Salah. Verily, As-Salah (the prayer) prevents
from Al-Fahsha (i.e. great sins of every kind),
and Al-Munkar and the remembrance of
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(praising) of (you by) Allah is greater indeed.
(29:45)

The personal pronoun in the Ayah,
% - I
And truly, it is extremely heavy and hard,

refers to prayer, as Mujahid is reported to have
said, and it was also the choice of Ibn Jarir.

It is possible that the pronoun might be referring to the
advice - to observe patience and the prayer - mentioned
in the same Ayah. Similarly, Allah said about Qarun
(Korah),
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But those who had been given (religious)
knowledge said: "Woe to you! The reward of Allah
(in the Hereafter) is better for those who believe
and do righteous good deeds, and this, none shall
attain except As-Sabirun (the patient)." (28:80)

Also, Allah said,
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The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal.
Repel (the evil) with one which is better then
verily he, between whom and you there was
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close
friend. But none is granted it (the above quality)
except those who are patient - and none is
granted it except the owner of the great portion
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(of happiness in the Hereafter and) in this world.
(41:34-35),

meaning, this advice is only implemented by
those who are patient and the fortunate.

In any case, Allah's statement here means, prayer is
“heavy and burdensome’,

-~

(£2)03e) U .

except for Al-Khashi " in.
Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented on
this Ayah,

"They (Al-Khashi in) are those who believe in
what Allah has revealed."

Allah's statement,
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They are those who are certain that they are going to
meet their Lord, and that unto Him they are going to
return.
continues the subject that was started in the
previous Ayah. Therefore, the prayer, or the

advice to observe it is heavy, &l creslsll Je 1)

& 55 . -
47 SUE ,efej &5E3 (except for Al-Khashi in.

(They are those) who are certain (Yazunnuna)
that they are going to meet their Lord), meaning,
they know that they will be gathered and face

-

their Lord on the Day of Resurrection, < 250
&s=|7 (and that unto Him they are going to

return), meaning, their affairs are all subject to
His will and He justly decides what He wills.
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Since they are certain that they will be returned
to Allah and be reckoned, it is easy for them to
perform the acts of obedience and refrain from
the prohibitions.

TR
Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement; ,o.’gjo -

't
;.43(/,3[.@ (Yazunnuna that they are going to meet their
Lord),

Ibn Jarir said; "The Arabs call certainty as well as
doubt, Zann. There are similar instances in the
Arabic language where a subject as well as its
opposite share the same name. For instance,
Allah said,

-
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And the Mujrimun (criminals, polytheists,
sinners), shall see the Fire and Zannu
(apprehend) that they have to fall therein."
(18:53)

It is recorded in the Sahih that;

on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say to a
servant, "Have I not allowed you to marry,
honored you, made the horses and camels
subservient to you and allowed you to become a
chief and a master?"

He will say, "Yes."

Allah will say, "Did you have Zann (think) that
you will meet Me?"

He will say, "No."

Allah will say, "This Day, I will forget you, just as
you forgot Me."

If Allah wills, we will further elaborate on this subject

when we explain Allah's statement, ;.{4;.,,.53&1!\ i,&:’ (They
have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them), (9:67).
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2:47 O Children of Israel! Remember My favor
which I bestowed upon you and that I preferred
you over the Alamin (nations).

Reminding the Children of Israel that They were preferred
above the Other Nations

Allah says;
o )gﬂ*;;@’i 22 ’fU\ 52331, 383) I3 S
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O Children of Israell Remember My favor which I
bestowed upon you and that I preferred you over the
Alamin (nations).

Allah reminds the Children of Israel of the favors that He
granted their fathers and grandfathers, how He showed
preference to them by sending them Messengers from
among them and revealing Books to them, more so than
any of the other previous nations.

Similarly, Allah said,
el JE o e 235528

And We chose them (the Children of Israel) over
the Alamin, (nations) with knowledge. (44:32)
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And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his
people: "O my people! Remember the favor of

165



Allah to you: when He made Prophets among
you, made you kings, honored you above the
Alamin (nations)." (5:20)

Abu Jafar Ar-Razi reported that Ar-Rabi bin Anas said

that Abu Al-Aliyah said that Allah's statement, ﬁ«égﬂj

Q~33L’3‘L515 (and that I preferred you over the Alamin)

means,

"The kingship, Messengers and Books that were
granted to them, instead of granting such to the
other kingdoms that existed during their time, for
every period there is a nation."

It was also reported that Mujahid, Ar-Rabi bin
Anas, Qatadah and Ismail bin Abi Khalid said
similarly.

The Ummah of Muhammad is Better than the Children o
Israel

This is the only way the Ayah can be understood, because this
Ummabh is better than theirs, as Allah said;
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You are the best of people ever raised up for mankind;
you enjoin good and forbid evil, and you believe in Allah.
And had the People of the Book (Jews and Christians)
believed, it would have been better for them. (3:110)

Also, the Musnad and Sunan Collections of Hadith recorded
that Muawiyah bin Haydah Al-Qushayri said that the Messenger
of Allah said,
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You (Muslims) are the seventieth nation, but you are the
best and most honored of them according to Allah.
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There are many Hadiths on this subject, and they will be

. . P 9 P4 2
mentioned when we discuss Allah's statement, &fig\jp,’gﬁf

@ (You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind),
(3:110).

m;ﬁﬁs@a@m

2:48 And fear a Day (of Judgment) when a person
shall not avail another, nor will intercession be
accepted from him, nor will compensation be taken
from him, nor will they be helped.

After Allah reminded the Children of Israel of the favors that He
has granted them, He warned them about the duration of the
torment which He will punish them with on the Day of
Resurrection.

He said,

And fear a Day,

meaning, the Day of Resurrection.
Z -7 zﬁ. P Ed > :ﬁ
When a person shall not avail another,

meaning, on that Day, no person shall be of any
help to another.

Similarly, Allah said,
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And no bearer of burdens shall bear
another's burden. (35:18)

>
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Every man that Day will have enough to
make him careless of others. (80:37)
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O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord (by
keeping your duty to Him and avoiding all
evil), and fear a Day when no father can

avail aught for his son, nor a son avail
aught for his father. (31:33)

This indeed should serve as a great warning that
both the father and the son will not be of help to
each other on that Day.

Neither Intercession, Ransom, or Assistance will be accepted
on behalf of the Disbelievers

Allah said,
4 %% [~ 2 A T
nor will intercession be accepted from him,

meaning, from the disbelievers.

Similarly, Allah said,
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So no intercession of intercessors will be of
any use to them. (74:48)

and described the people of the Fire saying,
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Now we have no intercessors. Nor a close
friend (to help us). (26:100-101)

Allah's statement here, (2:48),
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nor will compensation be taken from him,

means, that Allah does not accept the disbelievers
to ransom themselves.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Verily, those who disbelieved, and died
while they were disbelievers, the (whole)
earth full of gold will not be accepted from
anyone of them even if they offered it as a
ransom. (3:91)
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Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all
that is in the earth, and as much again
therewith to ransom themselves from the
torment on the Day of Resurrection, it
would never be accepted of them, and
theirs would be a painful torment. (5:36)
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And even if he offers every ransom, it will
not be accepted from him. (6:70)

and,
251506 1538 cadl e s 250 280 3280 26

So this Day no ransom shall be taken from
you (hypocrites), nor of those who
disbelieved. Your abode is the Fire. That is
your Mawla (friend - proper place).
(57:15)

Allah stated that if the people do not believe in His
Messenger and follow what He sent him with, then when
they meet Him on the Day of Resurrection, after
remaining on the path of disbelief, their family lineage
and/or the intercession of their masters will not help
them at all. It will not be accepted of them, even if they
paid the earth's fill of gold as ransom.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Before a Day comes when there will be no
bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession.
(2:254)
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On which there will be neither mutual bargaining
nor befriending. (19:31)

Allah's statement next,

{2/\} ); Z ;MU)...
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nor will they be helped.

means, "no person shall get angry - or anxious -
on their behalf and offer them any help, or try to
save them from Allah's punishment."

As stated earlier on that Day, neither the relative, nor
persons of authority will feel pity for the disbelievers, nor
will any ransom be accepted for them. Consequently,
they will receive no help from others and they will be
helpless themselves.

Allah said,
PHRIES{UR 73

While He (Allah) grants refuge (or protection), but
none grants refuge from Him. (23:88)
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So on that Day none will punish as He will punish.
And none will bind (the wicked, disbelievers and
polytheists) as He will bind. (89:25-26)
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"What is the matter with you? Why do you not
help one another (as you used to do in the
world)!" Nay, but that Day they shall surrender!
(37:25-26)
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Then why did those whom they had taken for
alihah (gods) besides Allah, as a way of
approach (to Allah) not help them Nay, but they
vanished completely from them) (46:28).
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Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said that Allah's

statement, ¢»3eE0 283G ("What is the matter with you?
Why do you not help one another?"), (37:25) means,

"This Day, you shall not have a refuge from Us.
Not this Day."

Ibn Jarir said that Allah's statement, @)M}in (nor
will they be helped),

meaning, on that Day, they shall neither be
helped by any helper, nor shall anyone intercede
on their behalf. No repeal or ransom will be
accepted for them, all courtesy towards them will
have ceased, along with any helpful intercession.
No type of help or cooperation will be available for
them on that Day. The judgment will, on that
Day, be up to the Most Great, the Most Just,
against whom no intercessor or helper can ever
assist. He will then award the evil deed its kind
and will multiply the good deeds.

This is similar to Allah's statement,
GRESSIRAPER 7
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But stop them, verily, they are to be
questioned. "What is the matter with you?
Why do you not help one another?" Nay,
but that Day they shall surrender. (37:24-
26)
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2:49 And (remember) when We delivered you from
Fir 'awn's (Pharaoh) people, who were afflicting
you with a horrible torment, killing your sons and
sparing your women, and therein was a mighty trial
from your Lord.
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2:50 And (remember) when We separated the sea

for you and saved you and drowned Fir awn's
(Pharaoh) people while you were watching.

The Children of Israel were saved from Pharaoh and His
Army Who drowned

Allah said to the Children of Israel, "Remember My favor on you
u\wj\” ﬂpﬁfwu,s.yd‘w;hw’”“\

And (remember) when We delivered you from Fir awn's
(Pharaoh) people, who were afflicting you with a horrible
torment,

meaning, ‘I - Allah - saved you from them and
delivered you from their hands in the company of
Musa, after they subjected you to horrible
torture.'

This favor came after the cursed Pharaoh had a dream in
which he saw a fire emerge from Bayt Al-Maqdis
(Jerusalem), and then the fire entered the houses of the
Coptics in Egypt, with the exception of the Children of
Israel. Its purport was that his kingship would be toppled
by a man among the Children of Israel.

It was also said that some of Pharaoh's entourage said
that the Children of Israel were expecting a man among
them to arise who would establish a state for them. We
will mention the Hadith on this subject when we explain
Surah Ta Ha, Allah willing.
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After the dream, Pharaoh ordered that every newborn
male among the Children of Israel be killed and that the
girls be left alone. He also commanded that the Children
of Israel be given tasks of hard labor and assigned the
most humiliating jobs.

The torment here refers to killing the male
infants.

In Surah Ibrahim this meaning is clearly mentioned,
2 P 2 /,// w A AL , & -~
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Who were afflicting you with horrible torment,
and were slaughtering your sons and letting your
women live. (14:6)

We will explain this Ayah in the beginning of
Surah Al-Qasas, Allah willing, and our reliance
and trust are with Him.

The meaning of, ;ﬁ,ﬁ,ﬁé (who were afflicting you) is,

"They humiliated you," as Abu Ubaydah stated.

It was also said that it means, "They used to
exaggerate in tormenting you" according to Al-
Qurtubi.

As for Allah saying,

-
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killing your sons and sparing your women,

“ 2y -
that explains His statement, |0l 238 2505.4.43

(who were afflicting you with horrible torment)
then it explains the meaning of the favor He gave

50’ ’a’
them, as mentioned in His statement, (#2% |33
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’pj’ Eas ‘5:3\ (Remember My favor which I

bestowed upon you).

As for what Allah said in Surah Ibrahim, 4l ,,ljfg;,.&:&sg

(And remind them of the annals of Allah), (14:5)
meaning,

the favors and blessing He granted them,
He then said, @M}ﬁ»lﬁﬂ@ﬁ&ig‘&ﬂ‘iﬁ}ﬁﬁﬂ

25:y  (Who were afflicting you with horrible

torment, and were slaughtering your sons and
letting your women live), (14:6).

So Allah mentioned saving their children from being
slaughtered in order to remind them of the many favors
that He granted them.

We should state here that Pharaoh (Fir awn) is a title
that was given to every disbelieving king who ruled
Egypt, whether from the Amalig (Canaanites) or
otherwise, just as Caesar (Qaysar) is the title of the
disbelieving kings who ruled Rome and Damascus. Also,
Khosrau (Kisra) is the title of the kings who ruled Persia,
while Tubba is the title of the kings of Yemen, and the
kings of Abyssinia (Ethiopia) were called Negus (An-
Najashi).

Allah said,
Sug w (- &K
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And therein was a mighty trial from your Lord.)

Ibn Jarir commented that this part of the Ayah means,

"Our saving your fathers from the torment that
they suffered by the hand of Pharaoh, is a great
blessing from your Lord."

We should mention that in the blessing there a is test,
the same as with hardship, for Allah said,
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And We shall make a trial of you with evil and
with good. (21:35)

and,
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And We tried them with good (blessings) and euvil
(calamities) in order that they might turn (to
obey Allah). (7:168).

Allah's statement next,
T SUUPINE 1S Srt SRS SR NS PNy
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And (remember) when We separated the sea for you and
saved you and drowned Fir'awn's (Pharaoh) people
while you were watching.

means, " After We saved you from Fir'awn and
you escaped with Musa; Fir awn went out in your
pursuit and We parted the sea for you.'

Allah mentioned this story in detail, as we will come to
know, Allah willing.

One of the shortest references to this story is Allah's
statement, ;ft.,\;ut (And saved you) meaning,
"We saved you from them, drowning them while

you watched, bringing relief to your hearts and
humiliation to your enemy."

Fasting the Day of “Ashura

It was reported that the day the Children of Israel were saved
from Fir® awn was called the day of Ashura.

Imam Ahmad reported that Ibn Abbas said that;
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the Messenger of Allah came to Al-Madinah and found
that the Jews were fasting the day of Ashura. He asked
them, "What is this day that you fast?"

They said, "This is a good day during which Allah saved
the Children of Israel from their enemy, and Musa used
to fast this day."

The Messenger of Allah said,
&’/ //
RAEER S
I have more right to Musa than you have.

So the Messenger of Allah fasted that day and ordered
that it be fasted.

This Hadith was collected by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, An-
Nasa'i and Ibn Majah.
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2:51 And (remember) when We appointed for Musa
(Moses) forty nights, and (in his absence) you took
the calf (for worship), and you were Zalimun
(polytheists and wrongdoers).
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2:52 Then after that We forgave you so that you
might be grateful.
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2:53 And (remember) when We gave Musa the

Scripture (the Tawrah) and the criterion (of right
and wrong) so that you may be guided aright.

The Children of Israel worshipped the Cal

Allah then said,
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And (remember) when We appointed for Musa (Moses)
forty nights, and (in his absence) you took the calf (for
worship), and you were Zalimun (polytheists and
wrongdoers). Then after that We forgave you so that you
might be grateful.

Allah said, "Remember My favor on you when I
forgave you for worshipping the calf."

This happened after Musa went to the meeting place with
his Lord at the end of that period which was forty days.
These forty days were mentioned in Surah Al-A"raf,
when Allah said,

rd
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And We appointed for Musa thirty nights and
added (to the period) ten (more). (7:142)

It was said that these days were during the month of
Dhul-Qa dah plus the first ten days in Dhul-Hijjah,
after the Children of Israel were delivered from Fir® awn
and they safely crossed the sea.

Allah's statement,

..;)Lﬂ\uwﬁh&m;

And (remember) when We gave Musa the Scripture,

means, the Tawrah.

-
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And the criterion,

that is that which differentiates between truth and
falsehood, guidance and deviation.
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So that you may be guided aright.

after escaping the sea, as another Ayah in Surah
Al-A" raf clearly stated,
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And indeed We gave Musa - after We had
destroyed the generations of old - the Scripture
(the Tawrah) as an enlightenment for mankind,
and a guidance and a mercy, that they might
remember (or receive admonition). (28:43)
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2:54 And (remember) when Musa said to his
people: "O my people! Verily, you have wronged
yourselves by worshipping the calf.
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So turn in repentance to your Creator and Kkill
yourselves (the innocent kill the wrongdoers among
you), that will be better for you with your Creator."

% <G 2 G. 2 P =
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Then He accepted your repentance. Truly, He is the
One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.

The Children of Israel kill each other in Repentance,

Allah tells;
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And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "O my
people! Verily, you have wronged yourselves by
worshipping the calf. So turn in repentance to your
Creator and Kkill yourselves (the innocent kill the
wrongdoers among you), that will be better for you with
your Creator." Then He accepted your repentance. Truly,
He is the One Who accepts repentance, the Most
Merciful.

This was the repentance required from the
Children of Israel for worshipping the calf.

Commenting on Allah's statement; 5?‘(}%}3@}[)@1}

J&,;‘ KBQQMT%,Q@! (And (remember) when

Musa said to his people: "O my people! Verily, you have
wronged yourselves by worshipping the calf...), Al-Hasan
Al-Basri said,

"When their hearts

- 2% % _
This is when Musa said to them, M}.ﬁlfﬁb

Jadl j,fg&}b 25281 (0 my people! Verily, you

have wronged yourselves by worshipping the
calf...)."
Abu Al-Aliyah, Sa'id bin Jubayr and Ar-Rabi’ bin Anas

commented on, }iﬁgbél\;ﬁ; (So turn in repentance to
your Bari) that it means,
"To your Creator."

Allah's statement,
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to your Bari (Creator),

alerts the Children of Israel to the enormity of
their error and means,

"Repent to He Who created you after you
associated others with Him in worship."

An-Nasa'i, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ibn
Abbas saying,

"Allah told the Children of Israel that their
repentance would be to slay by the sword every
person they meet, be he father or son. They
should not care whom they kill. Those were guilty
whom Musa and Harun were not aware of their
guilt, they admitted their sin and did as they were
ordered. So Allah forgave both the killer and the
one killed."

This is part of the Hadith about the trials that we
will mention in Surah Ta Ha, Allah willing.

Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn Abbas said,

"Musa said to his people,

RIS LRGN EE:
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"So turn in repentance to your Creator and Kkill
each other (the innocent kill the wrongdoers
among you), that will be better for you with your
Creator."

Then He accepted your repentance. Truly, He is
the One Who accepts repentance, the Most
Merciful.

Allah ordered Musa to command his people to Kill
each other. He ordered those who worshipped the
calf to sit down and those who did not worship
the calf to stand holding knives in their hands.
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When they started killing them, a great darkness
suddenly overcame them. After the darkness
lifted, they had killed seventy thousand of them.
Those who were killed among them were
forgiven, and those who remained alive were also
forgiven."
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2:55 And (remember) when you said: "O Musa! We
shall never believe in you until we see Allah
plainly." But you were seized with a bolt of
lightning while you were looking.
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2:56 Then We raised you up after your death, so
that you might be grateful.

The Best among the Children of Israel ask to see Allah; thei
subsequent Death and Resurrection
Allah tells;
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And (remember) when you said: "O Musa! We shall
never believe in you until we see Allah plainly." But you
were seized with a bolt of lightning while you were
looking.

Ibn Jurayj commented that Allah said,

*Remember My favor on you for resurrecting you
after you were seized with lightning when you
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asked to see Me directly, which neither you nor
anyone else can bear or attain.'

G/ ~ 5& 9
Ibn Abbas said that the Ayah &éﬂ@?&@ﬁb%}b

§;7a:>aﬂ\633 (And (remember) when you said: "O Musa !

We shall never believe in you until we see Allah plainly")
means,

"Publicly", "So that we gaze at Allah."
Also, Urwah bin Ruwaym said that Allah's statement,

25, 0% . .
@,j-léw)’giﬂj (While you were looking) means,

"Some of them were struck with lightning while
others were watching."

Allah resurrected those, and struck the others with
lightning.

As-Suddi commented on, iigw\}.if&;ﬁ (But you were
seized with a bolt of lightning) saying;

"They died, and Musa stood up crying and
supplicating to Allah, O Lord! What should I say
to the Children of Israel when I go back to them
after You destroyed the best of them,
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If it had been Your will, You could have destroyed
them and me before; would You destroy us for
the deeds of the foolish ones among us.' 7:155)

Allah revealed to Musa that these seventy men
were among those who worshipped the calf.
Afterwards, Allah brought them back to life one
man at a time, while the rest of them were
watching how Allah was bringing them back to
life. That is why Allah's said,

E2g 9% Ere 2w /iz/ﬁg
{DW}@);S .o,:s ‘/ }iﬁfwijpd
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Then We raised you up after your death, so that
you might be grateful."

Ar-Rabi bin Anas said,

"Death was their punishment, and they were
resurrected after they died so they could finish
out their lives."

Qatadah said similarly.

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on this
Ayah,

"Musa returned from meeting with his Lord
carrying the Tablets on which He wrote the
Tawrah. He found that they had worshipped the
calf in his absence. Consequently, he commanded
them to kill themselves, and they complied, and
Allah forgave them.

He said to them, “These Tablets have Allah's
Book, containing what He commanded you and
what He forbade for you.'

They said, "Should we believe this statement
because you said it By Allah, we will not believe
until we see Allah in the open, until He shows us
Himself and says: This is My Book, therefore,
adhere to it. Why does He not talk to us as He
talked to you, O, Musa!'"

Then he (Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd) recited Allah's
Z 5. ,/ < 5. 5@ 4
statement, 5345 alll ¢ & E0 65 ) (We shall

never believe in you until we see Allah plainly)
and said,

"So Allah's wrath fell upon them, a thunderbolt
struck them, and they all died. Then Allah
brought them back to life after He killed them."

Then he (Abdur-Rahman) recited Allah's

2 5~
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(Then We raised you up after your death, so that
you might be grateful), and said,

184



"Musa said to them, *Take the Book of Allah.'
They said, “No.'
He said, *What is the matter with you?"

They said, 'The problem is that we died and
came back to life.'

He said, " Take the Book of Allah.'
They said, "No.'

So Allah sent some angels who made the
mountain topple over them."

This shows that the Children of Israel were required to
fulfill the commandments after they were brought back
to life.

However, Al-Mawardy said that there are two opinions
about this matter.

e The first opinion is that since the Children of
Israel witnessed these miracles, they were
compelled to believe, so they did not have to
fulfill the commandments.

e The second opinion states that they were required
to adhere to the commandments, so that no
responsible adult is free of such responsibilities.

Al-Qurtubi said that this is what is correct, because, he
said, although the Children of Israel withessed these
tremendous calamities and incidents, that did not mean
that they were not responsible for fulfilling the
commandments any more. Rather they are responsible
for that, and this is clear. Allah knows best.
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2:57 And We shaded you with clouds and sent down
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on you Al-Manna and the quail, (saying): "Eat of the
good lawful things We have provided for you," (but

they rebelled). And they did not wrong Us but they
wronged themselves.

The Shade, the Manna and the Quail

After Allah mentioned the calamities that He saved the Children
of Israel from, He mentioned the favors that He granted them,
saying,

A e FX AN
And We shaded you with clouds.

This Ayah mentions the white clouds that
provided shade for the Children of Israel,
protecting them from the sun s heat during their
years of wandering.

In the Hadith about the trials, An-Nasa'i recorded Ibn
Abbas saying, Allah shaded the Children of Israel with
clouds during the years of wandering.

Ibn Abi HJaOtim said, Narrations similar to that of Ibn
Abbas were reported from Ibn Umar, Ar-Rabi bin Anas,
Abu Mijlaz, Ad-Dahhak, and As-Suddi.

Al-Hasan and Qatadah said that, 2@‘},@2%} (And
We shaded you with clouds),

"This happened when they were in the desert and
the clouds shielded them from the sun."

Ibn Jarir said that several scholars said that the type of
cloud the Ayah mentioned,

"was cooler and better than the type we know."
1 ] Z < |4\4 '/,
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and sent down on you Al-Manna and the quail,
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Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented

- P 5/,/
on Allah's statement, u’ej\j,.igléu 73 (And sent down on
you Al-Manna),

The manna used to descend to them to the
trees, and they used to eat whatever they wished
of it.

Also, Qatadah said,

The manna, which was whiter than milk and
sweeter than honey, used to rain down on the
Children of Israel, just as the snow falls, from
dawn until sunrise. One of them would collect
enough for that particular day, for if it remained
more than that, it would spoil. On the sixth day,
Friday, one would collect enough for the sixth and
the seventh day, which was the Sabbath during
which one would not leave home to seek his
livelihood, or for anything else. All this occurred in
the wilderness.

The type of manna that we know provides sufficient
food when eaten alone, because it is nutritious and
sweet. When manna is mixed with water, it becomes a
sweet drink. It also changes composition when mixed
with other types of food. However, this is not the only
type.

The evidence to this fact is that Al-Bukhari
narrated, that Sa'd bin Zayd said that the
Messenger of Allah said,

ANt ~ w - - “;; ¢
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Kam'ah (truffles) is a type of manna, and its
liquid is a remedy for the eyes.
This Hadith was also collected by Imam Ahmad.

The group of Hadith compilers, with the
exception of Abu Dawud, also collected it, and At-
Tirmidhi graded it Hasan Sahih.
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At-Tirmidhi recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the
Messenger of Allah said,

B2 B8l ol 0ef a5

The Ajwah (pressed, dried date) is from Paradise
and it cures poison,

Al-Kam'ah (truffles) is a form of manna, and its
liquid heals the eye."

At-Tirmidhi is the only one of them who recorded
this Hadith.

As for the quail (Salwa) in question, Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"The (Salwa) is a bird that looks like the quail."

This is the same opinion reported from Mujahid,
Ash-Sha"bi, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Ikrimah and
Ar-Rabi bin Anas, may Allah have mercy upon
them.

Also, Ikrimah said that;

the Salwa is a bird in Paradise about the size of a
sparrow.

Qatadah said ;

"The Salwa is a bird that is similar to a sparrow.
During that time, an Israelite could catch as many
quails as was sufficient for that particular day,
otherwise the meat would spoil. On the sixth day,
Friday, he would collect what is enough for the
sixth and the seventh day, the Sabbath, during
which one was not allowed to depart his home to
seek anything."

Allah said,
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Eat of the good lawful things We have provided for you,

this form of command is a simple order of
allowance, guiding to what is good.

This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement,

Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be grateful
to Him. (34:15)

Allah said,
(V3 alEd 25a b1l 36 S50 4 1B s .

And they did not wrong Us but they wronged
themselves,

means, *We commanded them to eat from what
We gave them, and to perform the acts of
worship (but they rebelled).'

Yet, the Children of Israel rebelled, disbelieved and
committed injustice against themselves, even though
they saw the clear signs, tremendous miracles and
extraordinary events.

The Virtue of Muhammad's Companions over the|
Companions of all Other Prophets

Here it is important to point out the virtue of Muhammad's
Companions over the companions of the other Prophets. This
includes firmness in the religion, patience and the lack of
arrogance, may Allah be pleased with them.

Although the Companions accompanied the Prophet in his
travels and battles, such as during the battle of Tabuk, in
intense heat and hardship, they did not ask for a miracle,
though this was easy for the Prophet by Allah's leave. And when
the Companions became hungry, they merely asked the Prophet
- to invoke Allah - for an increase in the amount of food. They
collected whatever food they had and brought it to the Prophet,
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and he asked Allah to bless it, told each of them to take some
food, and they filled every pot they had.

Also, when they needed rain, the Prophet asked Allah to send
down rain, and a rain cloud came. They drank, gave water to
their camels and filled their water skins. When they looked
around, they found that the cloud had only rained on their
camp. This is the best example of those who were willing to
accept Allah's decision and follow the Messenger of Allah.
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2:58 And (remember) when We said: "Enter this
town (Jerusalem) and eat bountifully therein with
pleasure and delight wherever you wish, and enter
the gate in prostration (or bowing with humility)
and say: "~ Forgive us,' and We shall forgive you your
sins and shall increase (reward) for the good-
doers."

&2 'ww&w\ 3153,

2:59 But those who did wrong changed the word
from that which had been told to them for another,
so We sent upon the wrongdoers Rijz (a
punishment) from the heaven because of their
rebellion.

The Jews were Rebellious instead of Appreciative when Theyj




And (remember) when We said: "Enter this town
(Jerusalem) and eat bountifully therein with pleasure and
delight wherever you wish, and enter the gate in
prostration (or bowing with humility),

Allah admonished the Jews for avoiding Jihad and not
entering the holy land as they had been ordered to do
when they came from Egypt with Musa.

They were also commanded to fight the disbelieving
Amalig (Canaanites) dwelling in the holy land at that
time. But they did not want to fight, because they were
weak and exhausted.

Allah punished them by causing them to become lost,
and to continue wandering, as Allah has stated in Surah
Al-Ma'idah.

The correct opinion about the meaning of,

“the holy land' mentioned here is that it was
Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem), as As-Suddi, Ar-
Rabi bin Anas, Qatadah and Abu Muslim Al-
Asfahani, as well as others have stated.

Musa said,
&/ Ferd 7 - 1 a1 P (8 %
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O people! Enter the holy land which Allah has
assigned to you and turn not back (in flight).
(5:21)

However, some scholars said that;

the holy land is Jericho, (Ariha') and this opinion
was mentioned from Ibn Abbas and Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd.

After the years of wandering ended forty years later, in
the company of Yuwsha® (Joshua) bin Nun, Allah allowed
the Children of Israel to conquer the holy land on the eve
of a Friday. On that day, the sun was kept from setting
for a little more time, until victory was achieved. When
the Children of Israel conquered the holy land, they were
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commanded to enter its gate while, \u.;& (prostrating)

in appreciation to Allah for making them victorious,
triumphant, returning them to their land and saving
them from being lost and wandering.

T

Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas said that, 1oz oWl 14305
(and enter the gate Sujjadan) means,

"While bowing".
Ibn Jarir reported Ibn Abbas saying, T&Q@\Tﬁi\j (and
enter the gate in prostration) means,

"Through a small door while bowing."

Al-Hakim narrated it, and Ibn Abi Hatim added,

"And they went through the door backwards!"
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that;

they were ordered to prostrate on their faces
when they entered the city, but Ar-Razi
discounted this explanation.

It was also said that;

the Sujud mentioned here means,
‘submissiveness', for actually entering while
prostrating is not possible.

Khasif said that Ikrimah said that Ibn Abbas said,

"The door mentioned here was facing the
Qiblah."

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak
said that;

the door is the door of Hittah in Iylya, which is
Jerusalem.

Ar-Razi also reported that;
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some of them said that it was a door in the
direction of the Qiblah.

Khasif said that Ikrimah said that Ibn Abbas said that;
the Children of Israel entered the door sideways.

As-Suddi said that Abu Sa'id Al-Azdy said that Abu Al-
Kanud said that Abdullah bin Mas " ud said that;

z

they were commanded to, M;&QB‘ \;133‘3 (enter

the gate in prostration (or bowing with humility))
but instead, they entered while their heads were
raised in defiance.

Allah said next,

and say: " Hittah',
Ibn Abbas commented,
"Seek Allah's forgiveness."

Al-Hasan and Qatadah said that it means,

"Say, " Relieve us from our errors."
3 > .5
(oM SR 0y 355 23 lRs 380 588

and We shall forgive you your sins and shall increase
(reward) for the good-doers.

Here is the reward for fulfilling Allah's
commandment.

This Ayah means, "If you implement what We
commanded you, We will forgive your sins and
multiply your good deeds."

In summary, upon achieving victory, the Children of
Israel were commanded to submit to Allah in tongue and
deed and, to admit to their sins and seek forgiveness for
them, to be grateful to Allah for the blessings He gave
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them, hastening to do the deeds that Allah loves, as He
said,

£ 22

When there comes the help of Allah (to you, O
Muhammad against your enemies) and the
conquest (of Makkah). And you see that the
people enter Allah's religion (Islam) in crowds. So
glorify the praises of your Lord, and ask His
forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who accepts
the repentance. (110:1-3).

Allah said,
3D 52 U Al g 0o

But those who did wrong changed the word from that
which had been told to them for another.

Al-Bukhari recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the
Prophet said,
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The Children of Israel were commanded to enter
the door while bowing and to say " Hittah'. Yet,
they entered the door on their behinds, distorting
the words. They said; “Habbah (seed), in
Sha " rah (a hair).'

An-Nasa'i recorded this part of it from Abu
Hurayrah only, but he has a chain from the

93

Prophet, explaining Allah's statement, &.\:g
(Hittah),
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saying, "So they deviated and said
“Habbah."

Similar was recorded by Abdur-Razzaq, and his
route was also collected by Al-Bukhari.

Muslim and At-Tirmidhi narrated similar versions
of this Hadith, At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih."

The summary of what the scholars have said about this
subject is that the Children of Israel distorted Allah's
command to them to submit to Him in tongue and deed.
They were commanded to enter the city while bowing
down, but they entered while sliding on their rear ends
and raising their heads! They were commanded to say,
“Hittah' meaning, "Relieve us from our errors and sins."
However, they mocked this command and said, "Hintah
(grain seed) in Shairah (barley)." This demonstrates
the worst type of rebellion and disobedience, and it is
why Allah released His anger and punishment upon
them, all because of their sinning and defying His
commands.

Allah said,
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So We sent upon the wrongdoers Rijz (a punishment)
from the heaven because of their rebellion.

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said,

"Every word in Allah's Book that says Rijz means,
*a punishment.""

Mujahid, Abu Malik, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan and Qatadah
were reported to have said that;

Rijz means " Torment.'

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Sa"d bin Malik, Usamah bin
Zayd and Khuzaymah bin Thabit said that the Messenger
of Allah said,
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The plague is a Rijz, a punishment with which
Allah punished those before you.

This is also how An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith. In
addition, the basis of this Hadith was collected in the
Two Sahihs,

(8,183 u:uﬁvtu)‘-ua”’g’ ":‘

If you hear of the plague in a land, then do not
enter it.

Ibn Jarir recorded Usamah bin Zayd saying that the
Messenger of Allah said,
s
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This calamity and sickness (i.e. the plague) is a

Rijz, a punishment with which some nations who
were before you were punished.

The basis of this Hadith was also collected in the
Two Sahihs.
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2:60 And (remember) when Musa asked for water
for his people, We said: "Strike the stone with your
stick."

i ] s e

Then gushed forth therefrom twelve springs. Each
(group of) people knew its own place for water.
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"Eat and drink of that which Allah has provided and

do not act corruptly, making mischief on the earth."

Twelve Springs gush forth

Allah tells;
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And (remember) when Musa asked for water for his
people, We said: "Strike the stone with your stick." Then
gushed forth therefrom twelve springs. Each (group of)
people knew its own place for water. "Eat and drink of
that which Allah has provided,

Allah said, "Remember My favor on you when I
answered the supplication of your Prophet, Musa,
when he asked Me to provide you with water. I
made the water available for you, making it gush
out through a stone.

Twelve springs burst out of that stone, a
designated spring for each of your tribes. You eat
from the manna and the quails and drink from
the water that I provided for you, without any
effort or hardship for you. So worship the One
Who did this for you.

oy wwwﬁ\@m

And do not act corruptly, making mischief on the earth,

meaning, "Do not return the favor by committing
acts of disobedience that cause favors to
disappear."

Ibn Abbas said that;

the Children of Israel, "Had a square stone that
Musa was commanded to strike with his staff and,
as a result, twelve springs burst out of that stone,
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three on each side. Each tribe was, therefore,
designated a certain spring, and they used to
drink from their springs. They never had to travel
from their area, they would find the same bounty
in the same manner they had in the first area."

This narration is part of the long Hadith that An-
Nasa'i, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded
about the trials.

This story is similar to the story in Surah Al-A"raf
although the latter was revealed in Makkah.

In Surah Al-A"raf, Allah used the third person when He
mentioned the Children of Israel to the Prophet and
narrated what He favored them with.

In this Surah Al-Baqarah, which was revealed in Al-
Madinah, Allah directed His Speech at the Children of
Israel.

Further, Allah said in Surah Al-A" raf,
[ij’/o'g/z’c &Sj"a",\e ". P /.,.. 4
And there gushed forth out of it twelve springs.
(7:160),

describing what first occurred when the water
begins to gush out.

In the Ayah in Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah
described what happened later on, meaning when
the water burst out in full force. Allah knows best.

/ e
(8,0 SEGE 36023 b 3,8 ) 0020 20855
B %
= C3 Z g ,;f
A ISR A EA AR R ER

2:61 They said, "O Musa! We cannot endure one
kind of food. So invoke your Lord for us to bring
forth for us of what the earth grows, its herbs, its
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cucumber its Fum, its lentils and its onions."
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He said, "Would you exchange that which is better
for that which is lower! Go you down to any town
and you shall find what you want!"
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And they were covered with humiliation and misery,
and they drew on themselves the wrath of Allah.
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That was because they used to disbelieve in the
Ayat (proofs, evidence) of Allah and killed the
Prophets wrongfully.
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That was because they disobeyed and used to

transgress the bounds (in their disobedience to
Allah, i.e. commit crimes and sins.

The Children of Israel preferred Foods inferior to Manna and|
Quails

Allah said, "And remember My favor on you when I sent down
the manna and quails to you, a good, pure, beneficial, easily
acquired food. And remember your ungratefulness for what We
granted you. Remember how you asked Musa to exchange this
type of food for an inferior type that consists of vegetation, and
so forth."

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said about the Children of Israel,

"They were bored and impatient with the type of food
they were provided. They also remembered the life they
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used to live, when their diet consisted of lentils, onions,
garlic and herbs."

Allah tells,
& g8a, 0% AIEGE B0sls LB e 580 ) 8 2285
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They said, "O Musa ! We cannot endure one kind of food.
So invoke your Lord for us to bring forth for us of what
the earth grows, its herbs, its cucumbers, its Fum, its
lentils and its onions.

They said, ge\jf[ﬂ.;(;e (One kind of food) meaning,

the manna and quails, because they ate the
same food day after day.

The Ayah mentioned lentils, onions and herbs, which are
all known types of foods.

As for the Fum, Ibn Mas" ud read it, Thum (garlic).
Also, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Al-Hasan said about

.3
the Ayah, ng,:j (Its Fum),

"Ibn Abbas said that Fum means, garlic."
He also said that;

the expression, "Fumu-lanna' means, 'bake for
us', according to the languages of old.

Ibn Jarir commented,

"If this is true, then ~Fum' is one of the words
whose pronunciations were altered, the letter " fa'
was replaced by the letter “tha', since they are
similar in sound." And Allah knows best.

Others said that Fum is wheat, the kind used for bread.

Al-Bukhari said,
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"Some of them said that Fum includes all grains
or seeds that are eaten."

Allah's statement,
ﬁgoi\bua #edia JutzdG. ..

He said, "Would you exchange that which is better for
that which is lower!"

criticized the Jews for asking for inferior foods,
although they were living an easy life, eating
tasty, beneficial and pure food.

Allah's statement,

Go you down to any Misr,
Ibn Abbas said,
means, " any city'.

Ibn Jarir also reported that Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-Rabi bin
Anas said that;

the Ayah refers to Misr, the Egypt of Fir®awn.

The truth is that the Ayah means any city, as Ibn Abbas
and other scholars stated. Therefore, the meaning of
Musa's statement to the Children of Israel becomes,

"What you are asking for is easy, for it is
available in abundance in any city that you might
enter. So since what you asked for is available in
all of the villages and cities, I will not ask Allah to
provide us with it, especially when it is an inferior
type of food. "

This is why Musa said to them,

201



Would you exchange that which is better for that
which is lower Go you down to any town and you
shall find what you want!

Since their request was the result of boredom and
arrogance and since fulfilling it was unnecessary,
their request was denied.

Allah knows best.

Covering the Jews in Humiliation and Miser

Allah said,

And they were covered with humiliation and misery.

This Ayah indicates that the Children of Israel
were plagued with humiliation, and that this will
continue, meaning that it will never cease. They
will continue to suffer humiliation at the hands of
all who interact with them, along with the
disgrace that they feel inwardly.

Al-Hasan commented,

"Allah humiliated them, and they shall have no
protector. Allah put them under the feet of the
Muslims, who appeared at a time when the
Majus (Zoroastrians) were taking the Jizyah
(tax) from the Jews."

Also, Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi bin Anas and As-Suddi said
that;

“misery' used in the Ayah means, " poverty.'
Atiyah Al-Awfi said that;
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“misery' means, ' paying the tilth (tax).'

In addition, Ad-Dahhak commented on Allah's
statement,

2
2
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and they drew on themselves the wrath of Allah,
"They deserved Allah's anger."

Also, Ibn Jarir said that the Ayah means,
"They went back with the wrath. Similarly, Allah

said, é@buﬁgiﬁu’f(}gjél (Verily, I intend to let

you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours),
(5:29) meaning,

“You will end up carrying my, and your, mistakes
instead of me'.

Thus, the meaning of the Ayah becomes,

"They went back carrying Allah's anger; Allah's
wrath descended on them; they deserved Allah's
anger."

Allah's statement,
G e o i 35851 S8 s

That was because they used to disbelieve in the Ayat
(proofs, evidences, etc.) of Allah and killed the Prophets
wrongfully.

means, "This is what We rewarded the Children of
Israel with: humiliation and misery."

Allah's anger that descended on the Children of Israel
was a part of the humiliation they earned, because of
their defiance of the truth, disbelief in Allah's Ayat and
belittling the carriers of Allah's Law i.e. the Prophets and
their following. The Children of Israel rejected the
Messengers and even killed them. Surely, there is no
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form of disbelief worse than disbelieving in Allah's Ayat
and murdering the Prophets of Allah.

Meaning of Kib

Similarly, in a Hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs the
Messenger of Allah said,

o1 Bads 351 353 353

Kibr, is refusing the truth and degrading (belittling)
people.

Imam Ahmad recorded, Abdullah bin Mas'ud saying that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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The people who will receive the most torment on the Day
of Resurrection are: a man who was killed by a Prophet
or who killed a Prophet, an unjust ruler and one who
mutilates (the dead).

Allah's statement,
96508 ANl ,a.c-Le.:pU’

That was because they disobeyed and used to transgress
the bounds.

mentions another reason why the Children of
Israel were punished in this manner, for they
used to disobey and transgress the limits.
Disobedience is to do what is prohibited, while
transgression entails overstepping the set limits
of what is allowed and what is prohibited. Allah
knows best.
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2:62 Verily, those who believe and those who are
Jews and Christians, and Sabians (Sabi'in), whoever
believes in Allah and the Last Day and does
righteous good deeds shall have their reward with
their Lord, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they

Faith and doing Righteous Deeds equals Salvation in all Times|

Allah says;

-
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Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews and
Christians, and Sabians (Sabi'in), whoever believes in
Allah and the Last Day and does righteous good deeds
shall have their reward with their Lord, on them shall be
no fear, nor shall they grieve.

After Allah described the condition - and punishment - of
those who defy His commands, fall into His prohibitions
and transgress set limits by committing prohibited acts,
He stated that the earlier nations who were righteous
and obedient received the rewards for their good deeds.
This shall be the case, until the Day of Judgment.
Therefore, whoever follows the unlettered Messenger
and Prophet shall acquire eternal happiness and shall
neither fear from what will happen in the future nor
become sad for what has been lost in the past.

Similarly, Allah said,



No doubt! Verily, the Awliya of Allah, no fear
shall come upon them nor shall they grieve.
(10:62)

The angels will proclaim to the dying believers, as
mentioned,
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Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah (alone),"
and then they stand firm, on them the angels will
descend (at the time of their death) (saying):
"Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings
of Paradise which you have been promised!"
(41:30)

The Meaning of Mu'min, or Believe

Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn Abbas, about, Qégj‘f)

01l I @47 32 ol soladls 136 cedls (verily, those
who believe and those who are Jews and Christians, and

Sabians, whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day) that Allah
revealed the following Ayah afterwards,
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And whoever seeks religion other than Islam, it will
never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be
one of the losers. (3:85).

This statement by Ibn Abbas indicates that Allah does
not accept any deed or work from anyone, unless it
conforms to the Law of Muhammad that is, after Allah
sent Muhammad. Before that, every person who followed
the guidance of his own Prophet was on the correct path,
following the correct guidance and was saved.

Why the Jews were called " Yahud
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The Jews are the followers of Prophet Musa, who used to refer
to the Tawrah for judgment. Yahud is a word that means,

‘repenting', just as Musa said, éiﬂlb&iq (We have Hudna (we
repent, go back and return) unto You), (7:156).

Why the Christians were called Nasarsz

Allah said;
ol L1338, 15801 Bl J) s Lol

"Who will be my helpers in Allah's cause" Al-
Hawariyyun said: "We are the helpers of Allah."
(61:14)

It was said that;

they were called 'Nasara', because they inhabited a
land called An-Nasirah (Nazareth), as Qatadah, Ibn
Jurayj and Ibn Abbas were reported to have said, Allah
knows best.

Nasara is certainly plural for Nasran.

When Allah sent Muhammad as the Last and Final Prophet and
Messenger to all of the Children of Adam, mankind was required
to believe in him, obey him and refrain from what he prohibited
them; those who do this are true believers. The Ummah of
Muhammad was called “Mu'minin' (believers), because of the
depth of their faith and certainty, and because they believe in
all of the previous Prophets and matters of the Unseen.

The Sabi'un or Sabian:

There is a difference of opinion over the identity of the Sabians.

Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that Layth bin Abu Sulaym said that
Mujahid said that,

"The Sabians are between the Majus, the Jews and the
Christians. They do not have a specific religion."

Similar is reported from Ibn Abi Najih.
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Similar statements were attributed to Ata and Sa'id bin
Jubayr.

They (others) say that;

the Sabians are a sect among the People of the Book
who used to read the Zabur (Psalms), others say that
they are a people who worshipped the angels or the
stars.

It appears that the closest opinion to the truth, and Allah knows
best, is Mujahid's statement and those who agree with him like
Wahb bin Munabbih, that;

the Sabians are neither Jews nor Christians nor Majus
nor polytheists. Rather, they did not have a specific
religion that they followed and enforced, because they
remained living according to their Fitrah (instinctual
nature). This is why the idolators used to call whoever
embraced Islam a "Sabi', meaning, that he abandoned
all religions that existed on the earth.

Some scholars stated that;

the Sabians are those who never received a message by
any Prophet.

And Allah knows best.

> » 9 . 7 P rd % "« //
-~ i A4 Z
0585 28046l 5315

2:63 And (O Children of Israil, remember) when We
took your covenant and We raised above you the

Mount (saying): "Hold fast to that which We have
given you, and remember that which is therein so
that you may acquire Taqwa.
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2:64 Then after that you turned away.
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Had it not been for the grace and mercy of Allah
upon you, indeed you would have been among the
losers.

Taking the Covenant from the Jews

Allah tells;
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And (O Children of Isra'il, remember) when We took your
covenant and We raised above you the Mount (saying):
"Hold fast to that which We have given you, and
remember that which is therein so that you may acquire
Taqwa.

Allah reminded the Children of Israel of the pledges,
covenants and promises that He took from them to
believe in Him alone, without a partner, and follow His
Messengers. Allah stated that when He took their pledge
from them, He raised the mountain above their heads,
so that they affirm the pledge that they gave Allah and
abide by it with sincerity and seriousness. Hence, Allah's
statement,
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And (remember) when We raised the mountain
over them as if it had been a canopy, and they
thought that it was going to fall on them. (We
said): "Hold firmly to what We have given you
(Tawrah), and remember that which is therein
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(act on its commandments), so that you may fear
Allah and obey Him." (7:171).

The mount mentioned here is At-Tur, just as it was
explained in Surah Al-A"raf, according to the Tafsir of
Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ata, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak,
Ar-Rabi bin Anas and others. This is more obvious.

There is another report from Ibn Abbas saying;

"The Tur is a type of mountain that vegetation
grows on, if no vegetation grows on it, it is not
called Tur.'

And in the Hadith about the trials, Ibn Abbas said;

"When they (the Jews) refused to obey, Allah
raised the mountain above their heads so that
they would listen."

Al-Hasan said that Allah's statement, g}ég jtﬁT[zL&i
(Hold fast to that which We have given you),

means, the Tawrah.
Mujahid said that the Ayah commanded,

"Strictly adhere to it."

2 2,
Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-Rabi said that, as ‘,j’fs\j (and

s

remember that which is therein) means,

"Read the Tawrah and implement it."

Allah's statement,
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Then after that you turned away. Had it not been for the
grace of Allah,

means, "Yet, after the firm pledge that you gave,
you still deviated and broke your pledge'';
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Had it not been for the grace and mercy of Allah upon
you,

meaning, by forgiving you and by sending the
Prophets and Messengers to you.
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Indeed you would have been among the losers.

meaning, in this life and the Hereafter due to
their breach of the covenant.
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2:65 And indeed you knew those amongst you who
transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath (i.e.

Saturday). We said to them: "Be you monkeys,
despised and rejected."

1“:?.’9 H 1/323/’.1[23[@;&}5)?[23[&/ 1//'1
2:66 So We made this punishment an example for

those in front of it and those behind it, and a lesson
for Al-Muttaqin (the pious.

The Jews breach the Sanctity of the Sabbath|

Allah said,
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And indeed you knew those amongst you who
transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath (i.e.
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Saturday). We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised
and rejected."

croll 22202031 (And indeed you knew).

This Ayah means, O Jews! Remember that Allah
sent His torment on the village that disobeyed
Him and broke their pledge and their covenant to
observe the sanctity of the Sabbath.

They began using deceitful means to avoid
honoring the Sabbath by placing nets, ropes and
artificial pools of water for the purpose of fishing
before the Sabbath. When the fish came in
abundance on Saturday as usual, they were
caught in the ropes and nets for the rest of
Saturday. During the night, the Jews collected the
fish after the Sabbath ended.

When they did that, Allah changed them from
humans into monkeys, the animals having the
form closest to humans. Their evil deeds and
deceit appeared lawful on the surface, but they
were in reality wicked. This is why their
punishment was compatible with their crime.

This story is explained in detail in Surah Al-
A’ raf, where Allah said,
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And ask them (O Muhammad) about the town
that was by the sea; when they transgressed in
the matter of the Sabbath (i.e. Saturday): when
their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath
day, and did not come to them on the day they
had no Sabbath. Thus We made a trial of them,
for they used to rebel (disobey Allah). (7:163)
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In his Tafsir, Al-Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas that he
Z "’ y ¢ ~ ..1 .
said, 35553155 23 W& (We said to them: "Be you

monkeys, despised and rejected") means,

"Allah changed their bodies into those of monkeys
and swine. The vyoung people turned into
monkeys while the old people turned into swine."

Shayban An-Nahwi reported that Qatadah commented
Z "’ ! ¢ ~ ..1 .
on, Glifs3lSS 2 JWE (we said to them: "Be you

monkeys, despised and rejected"),

"These people were turned into howling monkeys
with tails, after being men and women."

The Monkeys and Swine that exist now are not the]
Descendants of Those that were transformed|

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Abbas said,

"Those who violated the sanctity of the Sabbath were
turned into monkeys, then they perished without
offspring."

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said,

"Allah turned them into monkeys because of their sins.
They only lived on the earth for three days, for no
transformed person ever lives more than three days.
They did not eat, drink or have offspring. Allah
transformed their shapes into monkeys, and He does
what He wills, with whom He wills and He changes the
shape of whomever He wills. On the other hand, Allah
created the monkeys, swines and the rest of the creation
in the six days (of creation) that He mentioned in His
Book."

Allah's statement,
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So We made this punishment an example,
means, Allah made the people of this village, who
violated the sanctity of the Sabbath, V& (an
example) via the way they were punished.

Similarly, Allah said about Pharaoh,
w 8 < %
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So Allah, seized him with punishing example for
his last and first transgression. (79:25)

Allah's statement,
for those in front of it and those behind it,
meaning, for the other villages.

Ibn Abbas commented,

"Meaning, 'We made this village an example for
the villages around it by the manner in which We
punished its people.'

Similarly, Allah said,
< [ (& 2% - ﬂ w 2 I ,’ 5/’
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And indeed We have destroyed towns
(populations) round about you, and We have
(repeatedly) shown (them) the Ayat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations,
etc.) in various ways that they might return (to
the truth and believe in the Oneness of Allah -
Islamic Monotheism).(46:27)
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Therefore, Allah made them an example for those who
lived during their time as well as a reminder for those to
come, by preserving their story. This is why Allah said,

‘E‘ 13’ : n:'m'ﬂ /é-l;-c—;‘)

and a lesson for Al-Muttaqin (the pious),

meaning, a reminder.

This Ayah means,

"The torment and punishment that this village
suffered was a result of indulging in Allah's
prohibitions and their deceit. Hence, those who
have Taqwa should be aware of their evil
behavior, so that what occurred to this village
does not befall them as well."

Also, Imam Abu Abdullah bin Battah reported that Abu
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
<% ¢z ~z % 0%
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Do not commit what the Jews committed,

breaching what Allah has forbidden, by resorting
to the lowest types of deceit.

This Hadith has a good (Jayid) chain of
narration. Allah knows best.

Z.%4 9<%z /,9 ;// Gl %l 2 a2l
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2:67 And (remember) when Musa said to his
people: "Verily, Allah commands you that you
slaughter a cow."

FRE [N E

They said, "Do you make fun of us!"
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He said, "I take Allah's refuge from being among Al-
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Jahilin (the ignorant or the foolish).""

The Story of the murdered Israeli Man and the Cow

Allah said,
6,38 61 s3T50 8 1l sl R
(etelg STalaly

And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "Verily,
Allah commands you that you slaughter a cow." They
said, "Do you make fun of us" He said, "I take Allah's
refuge from being among Al-Jahilin (the ignorant or the
foolish).

Allah said, " O Children of Israel!l Remember how I
blessed you with miracle of the cow that was the
means for discovering the identity of the
murderer, when the murdered man was brought
back to life.’

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ubaydah As-Salmani saying,

"There was a man from among the Children of
Israel who was impotent. He had substantial
wealth, and only a nephew who would inherit
from him. So his nephew killed him and moved
his body at night, placing it at the doorstep of a
certain man.

The next morning, the nephew cried out for
revenge, and the people took up their weapons
and almost fought each other. The wise men
among them said, "Why would you kill each
other, while the Messenger of Allah is still among
you?'

So they went to Musa and mentioned the matter

to him and Musa said, ‘jbﬁ’"/\%ﬁéj}fﬁtam&
oelsdl g 0 STl UG 52T B T8 BBl (verily,
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Allah commands you that you slaughter a cow."
They said, "Do you make fun of us!" He said, "I
take Allah's refuge from being among Al-Jahilin
(the ignorant or the foolish))."

"Had they not disputed, it would have been
sufficient for them to slaughter any cow.
However, they disputed, and the matter was
made more difficult for them, until they ended up
looking for the specific cow that they were later
ordered to slaughter.

They found the designated cow with a man, only
who owned that cow. He said, "By Allah! I will
only sell it for its skin's fill of gold.'

So they paid the cow's fill of its skin in gold,
slaughtered it and touched the dead man with a
part of it. He stood up, and they asked him, *Who
killed you?"

He said, ' That man,' and pointed to his nephew.

He died again, and his nephew was not allowed to
inherit him. Thereafter, whoever committed
murder for the purpose of gaining inheritance was
not allowed to inherit."

Ibn Jarir reported something similar to that.

Allah knows best.

AT

2:68 They said, "Call upon your Lord for us that He
may make plain to us what it is!"




He said, "He says, " Verily, it is a cow neither too old
nor too young, but (it is) between the two
conditions’, so do what you are commanded."

EILU el g 31

2:69 They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make
plain to us its colour."
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He said, "He says, "It is a yellow cow, bright in its
colour, pleasing the beholders.""'
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2:70 They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make
plain to us what it is. Verily, to us all cows are alike.
And surely, if Allah wills, we will be guided."
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2:71 He (Musa) said, "He says, "It is a cow neither
trained to till the soil nor water the fields, sound,
having no blemish in it.""

oJak] 38 s 6 4308 55 2 NI JG
They said, "Now you have brought the truth." So

they slaughtered it though they were near to not
doing it.

The Stubbornness of the Jews regarding the Cow; Allah made
the Matter difficult for The
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Allah mentioned the stubbornness of the Children of Israel and
the many unnecessary questions they asked their Messengers.

This is why when they were stubborn, Allah made the decisions
difficult for them.

Had they slaughtered a cow, any cow, it would have been
sufficient for them, as Ibn Abbas and Ubaydah have said.
Instead, they made the matter difficult, and this is why Allah
made it even more difficult for them.

Allah tells;
- JBeplelumed, B 5116

They said, "call upon your Lord for us that He may make
plain to us what it is!"

meaning, "What is this cow and what is its
description?"

Musa said,
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He says, 'Verily, it is a cow neither too old nor too
young',

meaning, that it is neither old nor below the age
of breeding.

This is the opinion of Abu Al-Aliyah, As-Suddi,
Mujahid, Ikrimah, Atiyah Al-Awfi, Ata, Al-
Khurasani, Wahb bin Munabbih, Ad-Dahhak, Al-
Hasan, Qatadah and Ibn Abbas.

-

but (it is) between the two conditions’,
Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said that,

it means, "Neither old nor young. Rather, she was
at the age when the cow is strongest and fittest."

0@ 2Bk G, .
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so do what you are commanded."
$a3 IR shak sl ) B B L sl g 21T 6
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They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to
us its colour." He said, "He says, "It is a yellow cow,
bright in its colour, pleasing the beholders."'

In his Tafsir Al-Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas that, (é%
(.Z;jjj (bright in its colour),

"A deep yellowish white."
As-Suddi said, Q);l;[ﬂ\j»’ﬁ (pleasing the beholder),

meaning, that it pleases those who see it.

This is also the opinion of Abu Al-Aliyah, Qatadah
and Ar-Rabi bin Anas.

Furthermore, Wahb bin Munabbih said,

"If you look at the cow's skin, you will think that
the sun's rays radiate through its skin."

The modern version of the Tawrah mentions that the
cow in the Ayah was red, but this is an error. Or, it
might be that the cow was so yellow that it appeared
blackish or reddish in color. Allah's knows best.

. 2Ldusiel B 511 )

They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to
us what it is.

Verily, to us all cows are alike,
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this means, that since cows are plentiful, then
describe this cow for us further.

&G Bl

And surely, if Allah wills,

and if you further describe it to us,
084, .

we will be guided.
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He says, "It is a cow neither trained to till the soil nor

water the fields,'

meaning, it is not used in farming, or for watering
purposes. Rather, it is honorable and fair looking.

Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma' mar said that Qatadah said
that,
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sound, having no blemish in it.""

means, "The cow does not suffer from any
defects."

This is also the opinion of Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-
Rabi.

Mujahid also said that;

the Ayah means the cow is free from defects.
Further, Ata' Al-Khurasani said that;

the Ayah means that its legs and body are free of
physical defects.

G £ WS N Y A
They said, "Now you have brought the truth."
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So they slaughtered it though they were near to not
doing it.

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said that the Ayah
means,

"They did not want to slaughter it."

This means that even after all the questions and answers
about the cow's description, the Jews were still reluctant
to slaughter the cow.

This part of the Qur'an criticized the Jews for their
behavior, because their only goal was to be stubborn,
and this is why they nearly did not slaughter the cow.

Also, Ubaydah, Mujahid, Wahb bin Munabbih, Abu Al-
Aliyah and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said,

"The Jews bought the cow with a large amount of
money."

There is a difference of opinion over this.

GRS ZESBE et st PEES{D

2:72 And (remember) when you killed a man and
disagreed among yourselves as to the crime. But
Allah brought forth that which you were Taktumun.

)ﬂg)%\)ﬁy,@gﬂ\am Jf)f[.g..a;:uzsyﬂ\uu

> 4 J:
C)/

2:73 So We said: "Strike him (the dead man) with a
piece of it (the cow)." Thus Allah brings the dead to
life and shows you His Ayat (proofs, evidences,
etc.) so that you may understand.
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Bringing the murdered Man back to Life

Allah tells;
V1) ARS 288 g aallz g 2510156 LE 24895

And (remember) when you killed a man and disagreed
among yourselves as to the crime. But Allah brought
forth that which you were Taktumun.

Al-Bukhari said that, @;370\35 (And disagreed among
yourselves as to the crime) means,
"Disputed."
This is also the Tafsir of Mujahid.
Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ad-Dahhak said,
"Disputed about this matter."
Also, Ibn Jurayj said that, (&3 ﬁi&\;@&é;ﬂﬁ;ﬁ; (And

(remember) when you killed a man and disagreed
among yourselves as to the crime) means,

some of them said, "You killed him," while the
others said, "No you killed him."

This is also the Tafsir of Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd
bin Aslam.

Mujahid said that, @450 258 Gz 244lls (But Allah
brought forth that which you were Taktumun) means,

"what you were hiding."

Allah said,
g 1 EE
So We said: "Strike him (the dead man) with a piece of it
(the cow)."
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meaning, "any part of the cow will produce the
miracle (if they struck the dead man with it)."

We were not told which part of the cow they used, as
this matter does not benefit us either in matters of life or
religion. Otherwise, Allah would have made it clear for
us. Instead, Allah made this matter vague, so this is why
we should leave it vague.

Allah's statement,
SR S
Thus Allah brings the dead to life,

means, "They struck him with it, and he came
back to life."

This Ayah demonstrates Allah's ability in bringing the
dead back to life. Allah made this incident proof against
the Jews that the Resurrection shall occur, and ended
their disputing and stubbornness over the dead person.

Allah mentioned His bringing the dead back to life in five
instances in Surah Al-Baqarabh.

First Allah said,
E wss s W P /i// I ,{
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Then We raised you up after your death. (2:56)

He then mentioned the story about the cow.

Allah also mentioned the story of those who escaped
death in their land, while they were numbering in the
thousands.

He also mentioned the story of the Prophet who passed
by a village that was destroyed, the story of Abraham
and the four birds, and the land that comes back to life
after it has died.

All these incidents and stories alert us to the fact that
bodies shall again become whole, after they were rotten.
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The proof of Resurrection is also reiterated in Allah's
statement,

-
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And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it
life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that
they eat thereof. And We have made therein
gardens of date palms and grapes, and We have
caused springs of water to gush forth therein. So
that they may eat of the fruit thereof - and their
hands made it not. Will they not then give thanks!
(36:33-35)

788 200l 28 5.

and shows you His Ayat (proofs, evidences, etc.) so that
you may understand.
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2:74 Then after that your hearts were hardened and
became as stones or even worse in hardness.

i
w
.

l/

rd
57 £ 95,5 anaal A4z 80 94501 a2 2851 A AN -,
Méﬁww,&b)@m%ﬁwww&aﬂ@f&

-
- 9 a
lgcbs e b ol ’f,@;/zw

And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers
gush forth, and indeed, there are of them (stones)
which split asunder so that water flows from them,
and indeed, there are of them (stones) which fall
down for fear of Allah.
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And Allah is not unaware of what you do.

The Harshness of the Jews

Allah criticized the Children of Israel because they witnessed the
tremendous signs and the Ayat of Allah, including bringing the
dead back to life, yet,

Al P 4 > % ’.{
e;u,wuﬁ},g,i:w,,_,
Then after that your hearts were hardened.

So their hearts were like stones that never
become soft.

This is why Allah forbade the believers from imitating the
Jews when He said,
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Has not the time come for the hearts of those
who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic
Monotheism) to be affected by Allah's Reminder
(this Qur'an), and that which has been revealed
of the truth, lest they become as those who
received the Scripture (the Tawrah) and the
Injil (Gospel)) before (i.e. Jews and Christians),
and the term was prolonged for them and so their
hearts were hardened! And many of them were
Fasiqun (the rebellious, the disobedient to
Allah). (57:16)

In his Tafsir, Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas said,

"When the dead man was struck with a part of
the cow, he stood up and became more alive than
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he ever was. He was asked, “Who killed you' He
said, My nephews killed me.' He then died again.
His nephews said, after Allah took his life away,
"By Allah! We did not kill him' and denied the
truth while they knew it.

Allah said,
53230805 e

And became as stones or even worse in
hardness."

And by the passage of time, the hearts of the Children of
Israel were unlikely to accept any admonishment, even
after the miracles and signs they withnessed. Their
hearts became harder than stones, with no hope of ever
softening. Sometimes, springs and rivers burst out of
stones, some stones split and water comes out of them,
even if there are no springs or rivers around them,
sometimes stones fall down from mountaintops out of
their fear of Allah.

59 5l S

And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers gush
forth, and indeed, there are of them (stones) which split
asunder so that water flows from them, and indeed,
there are of them (stones) which fall down for fear of
Allah,

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn *Abbas said that
the Ayah means,

"Some stones are softer than your hearts, they
acknowledge the truth that you are being called
to,

vy sadlie Jlydlls. .

And Allah is not unaware of what you do."
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Solid Inanimate Objects possess a certain Degree of Awareness|

Some claimed that the Ayat mentioned the stones being
humble as a metaphor. However, Ar-Razi, Al-Qurtubi and other
Imams said that there is no need for this explanation, because
Allah creates this characteristic - humbleness - in stones.

For instance, Allah said,
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Truly, We did offer Al-Amanah (the trust) to the
heavens and the earth, and the mountains, but they

declined to bear it and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of
Allah's torment). (33:72)

¢
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The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein,
glorify Him. (17:44)
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And the stars and the trees both prostrate themselves

(to Allah). (55:6)
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Have they not observed things that Allah has created:
(how) their shadows incline. (16:48)
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They both said: "We come willingly." (41:11)
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Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain. (59:21)

and,
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And they will say to their skins, "Why do you testify
against us" They will say: "Allah has caused us to
speak." (41:21)

It is recorded in the Sahih that the Prophet said,
@ A
iz ez e
This (Mount Uhud) is a mount that loves us and
that we love.)

Similarly, the compassion of the stump of the palm tree
for the Prophet as confirmed in authentic narrations.

In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that the Prophet said,
”;’LU@\“’ TJ’.;QW,I@“B :»"u)sﬂgz\
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I know a stone in Makkah that used to greet me
with the Salam before I was sent. I recognize
this stone now.

He said about the Black Stone that,
| PR A CH BN VS|

On the Day of Resurrection it will testify for those
who kiss it.

There are several other texts with this meaning.
The scholars of the Arabic language disagreed over the

Z /If) // /.. ~, 4
meaning of Allah's statement, Sﬁm"ﬂga@%@y (And

became as stones or even worse in hardness) after
agreeing that “or' here is not being used to reflect
doubt.
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Some scholars said that “or' here means, "and'. So the
meaning becomes, "As hard as stones, and harder." For
instance, Allah said,

T8 313l 242,850

And obey not a sinner or a disbeliever among
them. (76:24)
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To cut off all excuses or to warn. (77:6)

Some other scholars said that "or' here means, "rather'.
Hence, the meaning becomes, 'As hard as stones.
Rather, harder.' For instance, Allah said,
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A section of them fear men as they fear Allah or
even more. (4:77)

And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people)
or even more. (37:147)

and,

And was at a distance of two bows' length or
(even) nearer. (53:9)

Some other scholars said that this Ayah means their
hearts are only of two types, as hard as stone or harder
than stone.

Further, Ibn Jarir commented that this Tafsir means
that some of their hearts are as hard as stone and some
hearts are harder than stone.
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Ibn Jarir said that he favored this last Tafsir, although
the others are plausible.

I - Ibn Kathir - say that the last Tafsir is similar to
Allah's statement,
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Their likeness is as the likeness of one who
kindled a fire. (2:17)

and then His statement,
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Or like a rainstorm from the sky. (2:19)

It is also similar to Allah's statement,
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As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like
a mirage in a desert. (24:39)

and then His statement,
2 -
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Or (the state of a disbeliever) is like the darkness

in a vast deep sea. (24:40)

This then means that some of them are like the first
example, and some others are like the second example.

Allah knows best.
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2:75 Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will
believe in your religion inspite of the fact that a
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party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the
Word of Allah (the Tawrah), then they used to
change it knowingly after they understood it.
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2:76 And when they (Jews) meet those who believe
(Muslims), they say, "We believe," but when they
meet one another in private, they say, "Shall you
(Jews) tell them (Muslims) what Allah has revealed
to you that they (Muslims) may argue with you
(Jews) about it before your Lord."

& a5
Have you (Jews) then no understanding!
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2:77 Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what
they conceal and what they reveal.

of the Prophet could have believed
Allah said,

Do you covet, (O believers),

\
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That they will believe in your religion,

meaning, that these people would obey you?
They are the deviant sect of Jews whose fathers
witnessed the clear signs but their hearts became
hard afterwards.
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Allah said next,
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Inspite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis)
used to hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah), then they
used to change it,

meaning, distort its meaning,
A Gy,

after they understood it,

They understood well, yet they used to defy the
truth,

(o)l aks. .

knowingly.

being fully aware of their erroneous
interpretations and corruption.

This statement is similar to Allah's statement,
/i“’/‘q?' %, 5~ g///,, g 5 9%% w .’0/1
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So, because of their violation of their
covenant, We cursed them and made their
hearts grow hard. They change the words
from their (right) places. (5:13)

m/ﬂ"q
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Qatadah commented that Allah's statement; ufjil;bﬂ}ﬁ

OsaE) 247 3;133 % 3 (Then they used to change it
knowingly after they understood it)

"They are the Jews who used to hear Allah's
Words and then alter them after they understood
and comprehended them."
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Also, Mujahid said,

"Those who used to alter it and conceal its truths;
they were their scholars."

- 2~

Also, Ibn Wahb said that Ibn Zayd commented, (¢ s&a
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wﬁ;»}.?c&m ;,/[E (used to hear the Word of Allah (the
Tawrah), then they used to change it),

"They altered the Tawrah that Allah revealed to
them, making it say that the lawful is unlawful
and the prohibited is allowed, and that what is
right is false and that what is false is right. So
when a person seeking the truth comes to them
with a bribe, they judge his case by the Book of
Allah, but when a person comes to them seeking
to do evil with a bribe, they take out the other
(distorted) book, in which it is stated that he is in
the right. When someone comes to them who is
not seeking what is right, nor offering them bribe,
then they enjoin righteousness on him. This is
why Allah said to them

g’,ﬁﬁ" \ /)11: " ?‘ O}&U) )j[)bwU\ O} ;SE:

Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and
every act of obedience to Allah) on the people
and you forget (to practice it) yourselves, while
you recite the Scripture (the Tawrah)! Have you
then no sense!" (2:44)

The Jews knew the Truth of the Prophet , but disbelieved i
Hi

Allah said next,
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And when they (Jews) meet those who believe
(Muslims), they say, "We believe'", but when they meet
one another in private...,

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas
commented, Gl [J6 AT 2l LA 5 (And when they

(Jews) meet those who believe (Muslims), they say, "We
believe"),

"They believe that Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah, *But he was only sent for you (Arabs)."
- o //1 4w z
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they say, "Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims) what

Allah has revealed to you, that they (Muslims) may
argue with you (Jews) about it before your Lord."

However, when they meet each other they say,
"Do not convey the news about this Prophet to
the Arabs, because you used to ask Allah to grant
you victory over them when he came, but he was
sent to them (not to you)."

Allah then revealed,
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And when they (Jews) meet those who believe
(Muslims), they say, "We believe," but when they
meet one another in private, they say, "Shall you
(Jews) tell them (Muslims) what Allah has
revealed to you, that they (Muslims) may argue
with you (Jews) about it before your Lord."

-

meaning, "If you admit to them that he is a
Prophet, knowing that Allah took the covenant
from you to follow him, they will know that
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Muhammad is the Prophet that we were waiting
for and whose coming we find foretold of in our
Book. Therefore, do not believe in him and deny
him."

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said,

"When the Jews met the believers they used to
say, We believe." When they met each other,
some of them would say, "Do not talk to the
companions of Muhammad about what Allah has
foretold in your Book, so that the news (that
Muhammad is the Final Messenger) does not
become a proof for them against you with your
Lord, and, thus, you will win the dispute.'

e dsste .

Have you (Jews) then no understanding!
Allah said,
R R PO W PPN ECPA [ (NS 14
Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what they
conceal and what they reveal.
Abu Al-Aliyah said about Allah's statement,

"Meaning their secret denial and rejection of
Muhammad, although they find his coming
recorded in their Book."

This is also the Tafsir of Qatadah.

Al-Hasan commented on, @)f»g«ﬁ [.E}li}am [j (That Allah
knows what they conceal),

"What they concealed refers to when they were
alone with each other away from the Companions
of Muhammad. Then they would forbid each other
from conveying the news that Allah revealed to
them in their Book to the Companions of
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Muhammad, fearing that the Companions would
use this news (about the truth of Muhammad)
against them before their Lord."

@;ﬂﬁ[ﬁs (And what they reveal) meaning,
when they said to the Companions of Muhammad,

[EZT (We believe), as Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi and
Qatadah stated.
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2:78 And there are among them (Jews) “Ummyyun
(unlettered) people, who know not the Book, but
they trust upon Amani (false desires) and they but
guess.
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2:79 Then woe to those who write the book with
their own hands and then say, "This is from Allah,"
to purchase with it a little price!
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Woe to them for what their hands have written and
woe to them for that they earn thereby.

The Meaning of Ummi|

Allah said,

And there are among them Ummyyun people,
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meaning, among the People of the Book, as
Mujahid stated.

Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi, Qatadah, Ibrahim An-Nakhai and
others said,

Ummyyun, is plural for Ummi, that is, a person
who does not write.

This meaning is clarified by Allah's statement,

ezl
Who know not the Book,

meaning, are they not aware of what is in it.

Ummi was one of the descriptions of the Prophet
because he was unlettered. For instance, Allah said,
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Neither did you (O Muhammad) read any book
before it (this Qur'an) nor did you write any book
(whatsoever) with your right hand. In that case,
indeed, the followers of falsehood might have
doubted. (29:48)

Also, the Prophet said,

-
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We are an Ummi nation, neither writing nor
calculating. The (lunar) month is like this, this
and this (i.e. thirty or twenty-nine days).

This Hadith stated that Muslims do not need to rely on
books, or calculations to decide the timings of their acts
of worship.

Allah also said,
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He it is Who sent among the Ummiyyin ones a
Messenger (Muhammad) from among themselves.
(62:2)

The Explanation of Amani

Allah's statement,

But they trust upon Amani,

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said that the Ayah
means,

"It is just a false statement that they utter with
their tongues."

It was also said that;
Amani means " wishes and hopes'.
Mujahid commented,

"Allah  described the Ummiyyin as not
understanding any of the Book that Allah sent
down to Musa, yet they create lies and
falsehood."

Therefore, the word Amani mentioned here refers to
lying and falsehood.

Allah's statement,
/5”5’6 ERPA
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And they but guess, means,
Mujahid said that Allah's statement means,
"They lie."
Qatadah, Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-Rabi said that it means,

"They have evil false ideas about Allah."
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Woe unto Those Criminals among the Jews

Allah said,
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Then Waylun (woe) to those who write the book with
their own hands and then say, "This is from Allah," to
purchase with it a little price!l.

This is another category of people among the
Jews who called to misguidance with falsehood
and lies about Allah, thriving on unjustly
amassing people's property.

*Waylun (woe)' carries meanings of destruction
and perishing, and it is a well-known word in the
Arabic language.

Az-Zuhri said that Ubadydullah bin Abdullah narrated
that Ibn Abbas said,

Al-

"O Muslims! How could you ask the People of the
Book about anything, while the Book of Allah
(Qur'an) that He revealed to His Prophet is the
most recent Book from Him and you still read it
fresh and young Allah told you that the People of
the Book altered the Book of Allah, changed it
and wrote another book with their own hands.

They then said, "This book is from Allah,' so that
they acquired a small profit by it. Hasn't the
knowledge that came to you prohibited you from
asking them By Allah! We have not seen any of
them asking you about what was revealed to
you."

This Hadith was also collected by Al-Bukhari.

Hasan Al-Basri said,
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"The little amount here means this life and all
that it contains."

Allah's statement,
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Woe to them for what their hands have written and woe
to them for that they earn thereby.

means, "Woe to them because of what they have
written with their own hands, the lies, falsehood
and alterations. Woe to them because of the
property that they unjustly acquired."
T 9.
Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas commented, p.’éjd.gy

(Woe to them),
"Means the torment will be theirs because of the

T 9
lies that they wrote with their own hands, 24333

Q}g«i}[i; (And woe to them for that they earn

thereby), which they unjustly acquired from
people, be they commoners or otherwise."

55,0436 610 201 ka3 JT G

2:80 And they (Jews) say, "The Fire shall not touch
us but for a few numbered days."
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Say (O Muhammad to them): "Have you taken a
covenant from Allah, so that Allah will not break His
covenant! Or is it that you say of Allah what you
know not!"
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The Jews hope They will only remain in the Fire for a Few,

Allah says;
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And they (Jews) say, "The Fire shall not touch us but for
a few numbered days."

Say (O Muhammad to them): "Have you taken a
covenant from Allah, so that Allah will not break His
covenant! Or is it that you say of Allah what you know
not!"

Allah mentioned the claim of the Jews, that the
Fire will only touch them for a few days, and then
they will be saved from it. Allah refuted this claim

2 / 2
by saying, 1042 <l Qs 23a35 8 (say (0

Muhammad to them): "Have you taken a
covenant from Allah').

Hence, the Ayah proclaims, ‘if you had a
promise from Allah for that, then Allah will never
break His promise. However, such promise never
existed. Rather, what you say, about Allah, you
have no knowledge of and you thus utter a lie
about Him.'

Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas said about the Ayah, J‘j@j

23,353’[@[3’(01&@\&&;3 (And they (Jews) say, "The Fire shall
not touch us but for a few numbered days'').

"The Jews said, "The Fire will only touch us for
forty days.'"

Others added that this was the period during
which the Jews worshipped the calf.
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Also, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah reported Abu
Hurayrah saying,

When Khyber was conquered, a roasted poisoned
sheep was presented to the Prophet as a gift (by
the Jews). The Messenger of Allah ordered,
“Assemble before me all the Jews who were
here.'

The Jews were summoned and the Prophet said
(to them),

R
*Who is your father?'
They replied, * So-and-so.’
BUtE NIty

He said, “You have lied; your father is so-and-so.'
They said, “You have uttered the truth.'
) pJ ; , T sl o /’./ P
M}ﬂkuﬁ;y&@;tﬁpﬁj&
He said, "Will you now tell me the truth, if I ask
you about something?"

They replied, "Yes, O Abul-Qasim; and if we
should tell a lie, you will know our lie as you have
about our fathers.'

On that he asked,
REIN
*Who are the people of the (Hell) Fire?'

They said, “We shall remain in the (Hell) Fire for
a short period, and after that you will replace us
init.'
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The Prophet said, "May you be cursed and
humiliated in it! By Allah, we shall never replace
you in it.'

Then he asked,

i st fos plondl s
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"Will you tell me the truth if I ask you a
question?"

They said, “Yes, O Abul-Qasim.'
He asked,

eGasisga B adles Ja

“Have you poisoned this sheep?'

They said, "Yes.
He asked,

el S Sas lad
*What made you do so?"

They said, *We wanted to know if you were a liar,
in which case we would get rid of you, and if you
were a Prophet then the poison would not harm
you.'

Imam Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and An-Nasa'i recorded
similarly.
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2:81 Yes! Whosoever earns evil and his sin has
surrounded him, they are dwellers of the Fire (i.e.
Hell); they will dwell therein forever.
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2:82 And those who believe and do righteous good

deeds, they are dwellers of Paradise, they will dwell
therein forever.

Allah says,

Masdlls

Yes! Whosoever earns evil and his sin has surrounded
him, they are dwellers of the Fire (i.e. Hell); they will
dwell therein forever.

Allah says, the matter is not as you have wished
and hoped it to be. Rather, whoever does an evil
deed and abides purposefully in his error, coming
on the Day of Resurrection with no good deeds,
only evil deeds, then he will be among the people
of the Fire.

Also, Abu Hurayrah, Abu Wa'il, Ata, and Al-Hasan said

-

that, WQ&E[&B (And his sin has surrounded him)
means,

"His Shirk (polytheism) has surrounded him."
Also, Al-Amash reported from Abu Razin that Ar-Rabi bin
Khuthaym said, 4%.ks @ G;.E[S;[j (And his sin has
surrounded him),

"Whoever dies before repenting from his wrongs."

As-Suddi and Abu Razin said similarly.
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Abu Al-Aliyah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ar-Rabi
bin Anas said that,

it refers to major sins.

All of these statements carry similar meanings, and Allah
knows best.

When Small Sins gather, They bring

Here we should mention the Hadith that Imam Ahmad
recorded, in which Abdullah bin Mas" ud said that the Messenger
of Allah said,

-~
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Beware of the belittled sins, because they gather on a
person until they destroy him.

He then said that the Messenger of Allah gave them an
example,
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This is the example of people who set up camp on a flat
land, and then their servants came. One of them
collected some wood and another man collected some
wood until they collected a great deal. They then started
a fire and cooked what they put on it.

Allah says,
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And those who believe and do righteous good deeds,

meaning, "They believe in Allah and His
Messenger and perform the good deeds that

246



conform with the Islamic Law. They shall be
among the people of Paradise."

Allah said in a similar statement,
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It will not be in accordance with your desires
(Muslims), nor those of the People of the
Scripture (Jews and Christians), whosoever works
evil, will have the recompense thereof, and he will
not find any protector or helper besides Allah.
And whoever does righteous good deeds, male or
female, and is a (true) believer (in the Oneness of
Allah (Muslim)), such will enter Paradise and not
the least injustice, even the size of a Nagqira
(speck on the back of a date stone), will be done
to them). (4:123-124).

Muhammad bin Ishaqg reported that Ibn Abbas said that,
AV sa s 2baiedl ole sl e LN ksl 4T ol

And those who believe and do righteous good deeds,
they are dwellers of Paradise, they will dwell therein
forever.

"Whoever believes in what you (Jews) did not
believe in and implements what you refrained
from implementing of Muhammad's religion, shall
acquire Paradise for eternity.

Allah stated that the recompense for good or evil
works shall remain with its people for eternity."
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2:83 And (remember) when We took a covenant
from the Children of Israel, (saying): Worship none
but Allah (alone) and be dutiful and good to
parents, and to kindred, and to orphans and (the
poor), and speak good to people and perform As-
Salah and give Zakah.
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Then you slid back, except a few of you, while you
are backsliders.

The Covenant that Allah took from the Children of Israel

Allah says;
/’a ./ﬁ' P4 A M -7 g P 5"/ /9/’ '/1~§ /'"’./f/
@,ﬂ‘wb&oggw\lg}aﬁ\ vaind:a‘ﬂ/lgﬁu%bw@:

- o kalls A

And (remember) when We took a covenant from the
Children of Israel, (saying): Worship none but Allah
(alone) and be dutiful and good to parents, and to
kindred, and to orphans and (the poor),

Allah reminded the Children of Israel of the
commandments that He gave them, and the
covenants that He took from them to abide by
those commands, and how they intentionally and
knowingly turned away from all of that. Allah
commanded them to worship Him and to
associate none with Him in worship, just as He
has commanded all of His creatures, for this is
why Allah created them.
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Allah said,
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And We did not send any Messenger before you
(O Muhammad) but We revealed to him (saying):
La ilaha illa Ana (none has the right to be
worshipped but I (Allah)), so worship Me (alone
and none else). (21:25)
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And verily, We have sent among every Ummah
(community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming):
"Worship Allah (alone), and avoid the Taghut (all
false deities). (16:36)

This is the highest and most important right, that is,
Allah's right that He be worshipped alone without
partners.

After that comes the right of the creatures, foremost, the
right of the parents. Allah usually mentions the rights of
the parents along with His rights. For instance, Allah
said,

50| ) 20 K

Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me
is the final destination. (31:14)

Also, Allah said,

And your Lord has decreed that you worship none
but Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents,
(17:23), until,
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And give to the kinsman his due and to the
Miskin (poor) and to the wayfarer. (17:26)

The Two Sahihs record that Ibn Mas” ud said,

I said, 'O Messenger of Allah! What is the best
deed?'

He said,
Fd A I
*Performing the prayer on time.'

I said, 'Then what?' He said,

2
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*Being kind to one's parents.'
I said, ‘' Then what?"'

He said,
alll oy 30350
“Jihad in the cause of Allah.'
Allah then said,
P -/ C3
and to orphans,

meaning, the young who have no fathers to fend
for them.

oSkl

and Al-Masakin (the poor),

plural for Miskin, the one who does not find what
he needs to spend on himself and his family.
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We will discuss these categories when we explain the
Ayah of Surah An-Nisa where Allah said,
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Worship Allah and join none with Him (in
worship); and do good to parents. (4:36)

Allah's statement,
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and speak good to people,

meaning, say good words to them and be lenient
with them, this includes commanding good and
forbidding evil.

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on Allah's statement,

"The good saying' means commanding good and
forbidding evil, and being patient and forgiving.

The ‘good words to people', as Allah
commanded, also includes every good type of
behavior that Allah is pleased with."

Imam Ahmad narrated that Abu Dharr said that the
Prophet said,
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Do not belittle any form of righteousness, and
even if you did not find any good deed except
meeting your brother with a smiling face, then do
so.

This Hadith was also collected by Muslim in his
Sahih and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih.

Allah commands the servants to say good words to
people, after He commanded them to be kind to them,
thereby mentioning two categories of manners: good
speech and good actions.
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He then emphasized the command to worship Him and
the command to do good, ordaining the prayer and the
Zakah,

Then you slid back, except a few of you, while you are
backsliders.

Allah informed us that the People of the Book,
except for a few among them, ignored these
orders, that is, they knowingly and intentionally
abandoned them.

Allah ordered this Ummah similarly in Surah An-Nisa
when He said,

3381 e les) s T o 18,35 Tl T s
@ < 58 P . //5

Gl 2801 sl (3331 (g sl (pSadlls A5

o 4 EogValll §) 2823l e80a s Sl 15 L5l

T 2302

v

\

Worship Allah and join none with Him (in
worship); and do good to parents, kinsfolk,
orphans, Al-Masakin (the poor), the neighbor
who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a
stranger, the companion by vyour side, the
wayfarer (you meet), and those (servants) whom
your right hands possess. Verily, Allah does not
like such as are proud and boastful. (4:36).

Of these orders, this Ummah has practiced what no
other nation before it has, and all praise is due to Allah.
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2:84 And (remember) when We took your covenant
(saying): Shed not the blood of your (people), nor
turn out your own people from their dwellings.

Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you bore
witness.
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2:85 After this, it is you who kill one another and
drive out a party of you from their homes, assist
(their enemies) against them, in sin and
transgression.
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And if they come to you as captives, you ransom
them, although their expulsion was forbidden to
you. Then do you believe in a part of the Book and
reject the rest!
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Then what is the recompense of those who do so
among you, except disgrace in the life of this world,
and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be




consigned to the most grievous torment.
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And Allah is not unaware of what you do.
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2:86 Those are they who have bought the life of this

world at the price of the Hereafter. Their torment
shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped.

The Terms of the Covenant and their Breach of T

Allah says;
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And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying):
Shed not the blood of your (people), nor turn out your
own people from their dwellings.

Allah criticized the Jews who lived in Al-Madinah during
the time of the Messenger of Allah. They used to suffer,
because of the armed conflicts between the tribes of Al-
Madinah, Aws and Khazraj.

Before Islam, the Aws and Khazraj worshipped idols, and
many battles took place between them.

There were three Jewish tribes in Al-Madinah at that
time, Banu Qaynuga and Banu An-Nadir, the allies of the
Khazraj, and Banu Qurayzah, who used to be the allies
of the Aws. When war erupted between Aws and
Khazraj, their Jewish allies would assist them.

The Jew would kill his Arab enemy, and sometimes they
also killed Jews who were the allies of the other Arab
tribe, although the Jews were prohibited from Kkilling
each other according to clear religious texts in their
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Books. They would also drive each other from their
homes and loot whatever furniture and money they
could. When the war ended, the victorious Jews would
release the prisoners from the defeated party, according
to the rulings of the Tawrah.
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This is why Allah said, (&% (3555 Q) sk ¢k

(Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject
the rest), (2:85).

Allah said,
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And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying):
Shed not the blood of your (people), nor turn out your
own people from their dwellings.

meaning, "Do not kill each other, nor expel one
another from their homes, nor participate in
fighting against them."

Allah mentioned the word 'your own' here, just
as He said in another Ayah.
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So turn in repentance to your Creator and Kkill
yourselves, that will be better for you with your
Creator), (2:54),

because the followers of one religion are just like
one soul.

Also, the Messenger of Allah said,
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The example of the believers in their kindness,
mercy and sympathy to each other is the example
of one body, when an organ of it falls ill, the rest
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of the body rushes to its aid in fever and
sleeplessness.

Allah's statement,
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Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you bore witness.

means, "You testified that you know of the
covenant and that you were witnesses to it."

Then Allah says,
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After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out a
party of you from their homes, assist (their enemies)
against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come
to you as captives, you ransom them, although their
expulsion was forbidden to you.

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar reported that Ibn Abbas
commented on the Ayah,

"Allah mentioned what they were doing, and that
in the Tawrah He had prohibited them from
shedding each other's blood, and required them
to free their prisoners.

Now they were divided into two camps in Al-
Madinah, Banu Qaynuga, who were the allies of
the Khazraj, and An-Nadir and Qurayzah, who
were the allies of the Aws. When fighting erupted
between Aws and Khazraj, Banu Qaynuga would
fight along with the Khazraj, while Banu An-Nadir
and Qurayzah would fight along with the Aws.

Each Jewish camp would fight against their Jewish
brethren from the other camp. They would shed
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each other's blood, although they had the
Tawrah with them, and they knew their rights
and dues.

Meanwhile, the Aws and Khazraj were polytheists
who worshipped idols. They did not know about
Paradise, the Fire, Resurrection, Divine Books the
lawful and prohibited. When the war would end,
the Jews would ransom their prisoners and
implement the Tawrah. Consequently, Banu
Qaynuga would ransom their prisoners who were
captured by the Aws, while Banu An-Nadir and
Qurayzah would ransom their prisoners who were
captured by the Khazraj. They would also ask for
blood money.

During these wars, they would kill whomever
(Jews or Arabs) they could, while helping the
polytheists against their brethren. Therefore,
Allah reminded them of this when He said,
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Then do you believe in a part of the Book and
reject the rest!

This Ayah means, ‘Do you ransom them
according to the rulings of the Tawrah, yet kill
them while the Tawrah forbade you from killing
them and from expelling them from their homes.
The Tawrah also commanded that you should
not aid the polytheists and those who associate
with Allah in the worship against your brethren.
You do all this to acquire the life of this world.'

I was informed that the behavior of the Jews
regarding the Aws and Khazraj was the reason
behind revealing these Ayat."

These noble Ayat criticized the Jews for implementing
the Tawrah sometimes and defying it at other times,
although they believed in the Tawrah and knew what
they were doing was wrong. This is why they should not
be trusted to preserve or convey the Tawrah.
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Further, they should not be believed when it comes to
the description of the Messenger of Allah, his coming, his
expulsion from his land, and his Hijrah, and the rest of
the information that the previous Prophets informed
them about him, all of which they hid.

The Jews, may they suffer the curse of Allah, hid all of
these facts among themselves, and this is why Allah
said,
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Then what is the recompense of those who do so among
you, except disgrace in the life of this world,

because they defied Allah's Law and
commandments.
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And on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned
to the most grievous torment,

as punishment for defying the Book of Allah that
they had.
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And Allah is not unaware of what you do. Those are they
who have bought the life of this world at the price of the
Hereafter,

meaning, they prefer this life to the Hereafter.

Therefore,
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Their torment shall not be lightened,

not even for an hour.
258



Aaradadls. .
Nor shall they be helped.

and they shall find no helper who will save them
from the eternal torment they will suffer, nor shall
they find any to grant them refuge from it.
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2:87 And indeed, We gave Musa the Book and
followed him up with a succession of Messengers.

B3 85055250 533000 s 553

And We gave "Isa, the son of Maryam, clear signs
and supported him with Ruh-il-Qudus.
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Is it that whenever there came to you a Messenger
with what you yourselves desired not, you grew

arrogant! Some you disbelieved and some you
killed.

The Arrogance of the Jews who denied and Killed Thei

Allah described the insolence of Children of Israel, their
rebelliousness, defiance and arrogance towards the Prophets,
following their lusts and desires.

Allah says;
@)buu&’:w@’utﬂ\wytﬁ‘ O3

And indeed, We gave Musa the Book and followed him up
with a succession of Messengers.
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Allah mentioned that He gave Musa the Book, the
Tawrah, and that the Jews changed, distorted,
and defied its commands, as well as altered its
meanings.

Allah sent Messengers and Prophets after Musa
who followed his law, as Allah stated,
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Verily, We did reveal the Tawrah (to Musa),
therein was guidance and light, by which the
Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allah's
will, judged for the Jews. And the rabbis and the
priests (too judged for the Jews by the Tawrah
after those Prophets), for to them was entrusted
the protection of Allah's Book, and they were
witnesses thereto. (5:44)

This is why Allah said here, uu)b 5SS (2 5% (And
Qaffayna him with Messengers).
As-Suddi said that Abu Malik said that;

Qaffayna means, "Succeeded",

while others said, "Followed".

Both meanings are plausible, since Allah said,
g
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Then We sent Our Messengers in succession.
(23:44)

-

ol 58 bastuua\ 535403 A5

260



And We gave 'Isa, the son of Maryam, clear signs and
supported him with Ruh=-il-Qudus.

Thereafter, Allah sent the last Prophet among the
Children of Israel, "Isa the son of Mary, who was
sent with some laws that differed with some in
the Tawrah.

This is why Allah also sent miracles to support
“Isa. These included;

e bringing the dead back to life,

e forming the shape of birds from clay and
blowing into them, after which they
became living birds by Allah's leave,

e healing the sick and foretelling the
Unseen, as Ibn Abbas stated.

¢ Allah also aided him with Ruh Al-Qudus,
and that refers to Jibril.

All of these signs testified to the truthfulness of
“Isa and what he was sent with. Yet, the Children
of Israel became more defiant and envious of him
and did not want to differ with even one part of
the Tawrah, as Allah said about "Isa,
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And to make lawful to you part of what
was forbidden to you, and I have come to
you with a proof from your Lord. (3:50)

Hence, the Children of Israel treated the Prophets in the
worst manner, rejecting some of them and killing some
of them.

All of this occurred because the Prophets used to
command the Jews with what differed from their desires
and opinions. The Prophets also upheld the rulings of the
Tawrah that the Jews had changed, and this is why it
was difficult for them to believe in these Prophets.
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Therefore, they rejected the Prophets and killed some of
them.

Allah said,
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Is it that whenever there came to you a Messenger with
what you yourselves desired not, you grew arrogant!

Jibril is Ruh Al-Qudus|

The proof that Jibril is the Ruh Al-Qudus is the statement of

Ibn Mas ' ud in explanation of this Ayah.

This is also the view of Ibn Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka'b, Ismail
bin Khalid, As-Suddi, Ar-Rabi bin Anas, Atiyah Al-"Awfi and

Qatadah.
Additionally, Allah said,
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Which the trustworthy Ruh (Jibril) has brought down.
Upon your heart (O Muhammad) that you may be (one)
of the warners. (26:193-194)

Al-Bukhari recorded Aishah saying that;

the Messenger of Allah erected a Minbar in the
Masjid on which Hasan bin Thabit (the renowned
poet) used to defend the Messenger of Allah (with
his poems).

The Messenger of Allah said,
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O Allah! Aid Hasan with Ruh AlI-Qudus, for he
defended Your Prophet.

Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith in his Sunan as
did At-Tirmidhi who graded it Hasan Sahih.
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Further, Ibn Hibban recorded in his Sahih that Ibn
Mas " ud said that the Prophet said,
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Ruh Al-Qudus informed me that no soul shall die
until it finishes its set provisions and term limit.
Therefore, have Taqwa of Allah and seek your
sustenance in the most suitable way.

The Jews tried to kill the Prophe

Allah said,
5
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Some you disbelieved and some you Kill.
Az-Zamakhshari commented on Allah's statement,

"Allah did not say "killed' here, because the Jews
would still try to kill the Prophet in the future,
using poison and magic."

During the illness that preceded his death, the Prophet
said,
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I kept feeling the effect of what I ate (from the
poisoned sheep) during the day of Khyber, until
now, when it is the time that the aorta will be cut
off (meaning when death is near).

This Hadith was collected by Al-Bukhari and
others

A GRN
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2:88 And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf.""
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Nay, Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so
little is that which they believe.

Allah says;

And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf."

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas said that
it,

means, "Our hearts are screened."
Mujahid also said that it means,
"They are covered."’
Ikrimah said,
"There is a stamp on them."
Abu Al-Aliyah said,
"They do not comprehend."
Mujahid and Qatadah said that;
Ibn Abbas read the Ayah in a way that means,

"Our hearts contain every type of knowledge and
do not need the knowledge that you (O
Muhammad) have."

This is the opinion of Ata and Ibn Abbas.
’9 ~ rd
}e;&iﬁdﬁ‘}w&

Nay, Allah has cursed them for their disbelief,
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meaning, "Allah expelled them and deprived them
of every type of righteousness."

(AN e BEILES. .

So little is that which they believe.
Qatadah said that the Ayah means,

"Only a few of them believe."

97 -
Allah's statement, Calé U;h |JGE (And they say, "Our
hearts are Ghulf.") is similar to His statement,
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)
And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings

(screened) from that to which you invite us.
(41:5).

z L 7 <
This is why Allah said here, M}.@gﬂ%:&ﬂ\}.@ﬂdﬁ:

s« 5 (Nay, Allah has cursed them for their
disbelief, so little is that which they believe),

meaning, "It is not as they claim. Rather, their
hearts are cursed and stamped," just as Allah
said in Surah An-Nisa,
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And of their saying: "Our hearts are
wrapped (with coverings, i.e. we do not
understand what the Messengers say) -
nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts
because of their disbelief, so they believe
not but a little. (4:155)
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There is a difference of opinion regarding the meaning of

Allah's statement, Q;éﬁlﬁugﬁ (So little is that which

they believe.) and His statement, ‘llﬁwl!lfjgﬁ’[ﬁ (So they
believe not except a few), (4:155).

Some scholars said that;

e the Ayat indicate that a few of them would
believe, or that their faith is minute, because they
believe in Resurrection and in Allah's reward and
punishment that Musa foretold. Yet, this faith will
not benefit them since it is overshadowed by their
disbelief in what Muhammad brought them.

Some scholars said that;
e the Jews did not actually believe in anything and

that Allah said, ¢s% G L& (So little is that

which they believe), meaning, they do not
believe.

This meaning is similar to the Arabic expression,
"Hardly have I seen anything like this,"

meaning, "I have never seen anything like this."
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2:89 And when there came to them (the Jews), a
Book (this Qur'an) from Allah confirming what is
with them (the Tawrah) and the Injil (Gospel),
although aforetime they had invoked Allah (for the
coming of Muhammad) in order to gain victory over
those who disbelieved, then when there came to
them that which they had recognized, they
disbelieved in it.
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So let the curse of Allah be on the disbelievers.

The Jews were awaiting the Prophet's coming, but The
disbelieved in Him when He was sen

Allah said,
. }i}&mj

And when there came to them,

meaning, the Jews,

a Book from Allah,
meaning, the Qur'an that Allah sent down to
Muhammad.
Qu

confirming what is with them,

meaning, the Tawrah.

Further, Allah said,
a3 ol e staiied JB el S6s.

although aforetime they had invoked Allah (for coming of
Muhammad) in order to gain victory over those who
disbelieved),

meaning, before this Messenger came to them,
they used to ask Allah to aid them by his arrival,
against their polytheistic enemies in war. They
used to say to the polytheists, "A Prophet shall be
sent just before the end of this world and we,
along with him, shall exterminate you, just as the
nations of *Ad and Iram were exterminated."
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Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn Abbas said,

"The Jews used to invoke Allah (for the coming of
Muhammad) in order to gain victory over the Aws
and Khazraj, before the Prophet was sent. When
Allah sent him to the Arabs, they rejected him
and denied what they used to say about him.

Hence, Mu adh bin Jabal and Bishr bin Al-Bara
bin Ma rur, from Bani Salamah, said to them, 'O
Jews! Fear Allah and embrace Islam. You used to
invoke Allah for the coming of Muhammad when
we were still disbelievers and you used to tell us
that he would come and describe him to us.'

Salam bin Mushkim from Bani An-Nadir replied,
“He did not bring anything that we recognize. He
is not the Prophet we told you about.'

Allah then revealed this Ayah about their
{w s w - P -
statement, »j% szég.é% Al s 3 &L 2405 (s

(And when there came to them (the Jews), a
Book (this Qur'an) from Allah confirming what is
with them (the Tawrah) and the Injil
(Gospel)).""

Abu Al-Aliyah said,

"The Jews used to ask Allah to send Muhammad
so that they would gain victory over the Arab
disbelievers. They used to say, O Allah! Send
the Prophet that we read about - in the Tawrah -
so that we can torment and kill the disbelievers
alongside him.'

When Allah sent Muhammad and they saw that he
was not one of them, they rejected him and
envied the Arabs, even though they knew that he
was the Messenger of Allah.

Hence, Allah said,
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Then when there came to them that which they
had recognized, they disbelieved in it. So let the
curse of Allah be on the disbelievers."
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2:90 How bad is that for which they have sold their
own selves, that they should disbelieve in that
which Allah has revealed (the Qur'an), grudging
that Allah should reveal of His grace unto whom He
wills of His servants.
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So they have drawn on themselves wrath upon
wrath. And for the disbelievers, there is disgracing
torment.

Allah said,

Ed
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How bad is that for which they have sold their own
selves, that they should disbelieve in that which Allah
has revealed (the Qur'an),

kA

Mujahid said that the Ayah, j,.g.:.ij ”" \La:..b (How

bad is that for which they have sold thelr own selves),
means

"The Jews sold the truth for falsehood and hid the
truth about Muhammad."

As-Suddi said that the Ayah, MT@\”' \Lz.:J.: (How

bad is that for which they have sold their own selves)
means,

"The Jews sold themselves."
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meaning, what is worse is what they chose for
themselves by disbelieving in what Allah revealed
to Muhammad instead of believing, aiding and
supporting him. This behavior of theirs is the
result of their injustice, envy and hatred,

ke e Eaep Jeal B oeadlig3E . .
grudging that Allah should reveal of His grace
unto whom He wills of His servants."

There is no envy worse than this. Therefore,
P » 2 v-/1
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So they have drawn on themselves wrath upon wrath.
Ibn Abbas commented on this Ayah,

"Allah became angry with them because they
ignored some of the Tawrah and disbelieved in
the Prophet that He sent to them."

I (Ibn Kathir) say that;

the meaning of, ‘,ﬁf} (And they drew on

themselves) is that they deserved and acquired
multiplied anger.

Also, Abu Al-Aliyah said,

"Allah became angry with them, because of their
disbelief in the Injil and ‘Isa and He became
angry with them again, because they disbelieved
in Muhammad and the Qur'an."

Similar was said by Ikrimah and Qatadah.

Allah said,
2 - Y
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And for the disbelievers, there is disgracing torment.
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Since their disbelief was a result of their
transgression and envy, which was caused by
arrogance, they were punished with disgrace and
humiliation in this world and the Hereafter.

Similarly, Allah said,

Verily, those who scorn My worship (i.e. do not
invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness)
they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!"

(40:60),
meaning, "Disgraced, degraded and humiliated."

Imam Ahmad narrated that Amr bin Shu'ayb said that
his father said that his grandfather said that the Prophet
said,
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The arrogant people will be gathered on the Day
of Resurrection in the size of ants, but in the
shape of men. Everything shall be above them,
because of the humiliation placed on them, until
they enter a prison in Jahannam called
“Bawlas' where the fire will surround them from
above. They shall drink from the puss of the
people of the Fire.

2 28 - . > >
g lagsBl JEal ol Gl ek 29 dsls

2:91 And when it is said to them (the Jews),
"Believe in what Allah has sent down,'" they say,
"We believe in what was sent down to us."
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And they disbelieve in that which came after it,
while it is the truth confirming what is with them.
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Say (O Muhammad to them): "Why then have you
killed the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if you indeed
have been believers!"
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2:92 And indeed Musa came to you with clear

proofs, yet you worshipped the calf after he left,
and you were Zalimun.

Although The Jews denied the Truth, They claimed to be

Allah said,
2P0
And when it is said to them,

meaning, the Jews and the People of the Book,
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Believe in what Allah has sent down,

to Muhammad , believe in and follow him.
9 - _
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They say, "We believe in what was sent down to us."
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meaning, it is enough for us to believe in what
was revealed to us in the Tawrah and the Injil,
and this is the path that we choose.

...8’;\03&.}:@»’5’1}3...
And they disbelieve in that which came after it.
- aallasdsdishs
while it is the truth confirming what is with them.

meaning, while knowing that what was revealed
to Muhammad.

2. b, . .
}é&@@g&gj\ (it is the truth confirming what
is with them),

This means that since what was sent to
Muhammad conforms to what was
revealed to the People of the Book, then
this fact constitutes a proof against them.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Those to whom We gave the Scripture
(Jews and Christians) recognize him
(Muhammad) as they recognize their sons.
(2:146)

Allah said next,
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"Why then have you Kkilled the Prophets of Allah
aforetime, if you indeed have been believers!"

This means, "If your claim that you believe in

what was revealed to you is true, then why did

you kill the Prophets who came to you affirming

the Tawrah's Law, although you knew they were
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true Prophets! You killed them simply out of

transgression,

stubbornness and injustice with

Allah's Messengers. Therefore, you only follow

your lusts, opinions and desires."

Similarly, Allah said,
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Is it that whenever there came to you a

Messenger

with what you yourselves

desired not, you grew arrogant! Some you
disbelieved and some you killed. (2;87)

Also, As-Suddi said,
"In this Ayah, Allah chastised the People of the

Book, (b o35S ) dB el ey 18 28 J8 (say

(O Muhammad to them):
killed the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if you

indeed have been believers.

"Why then have you

9
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And indeed Musa came to you with clear proofs,

meaning, with clear signs and clear proofs that he
was the Messenger of Allah and that there is no
deity worthy of worship except Allah.

The clear signs -or miracles- mentioned here are;

the flood,
the locusts,
the lice,

the frogs,
the blood,
the staff and
the hand.
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Musa's miracles also include;
e parting the sea,
e shading the Jews with clouds,
¢ the manna and quails,
e the gushing stone, etc.

yet you worshipped the calf,

meaning, as a deity instead of Allah, during the
time of Musa.

Allah's statement,
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after he left,
after Musa went to Mount Tur to speak to Allah.

Similarly, Allah said,
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And the people of Musa made in his absence, out
of their ornaments, the image of a calf (for
worship). It had a sound (as if it was mooing).

(7:148)
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and you were Zalimun.

meaning, you were unjust in this behavior of
worshipping the calf, although you knew that
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.

Similarly, Allah said,
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And when they regretted and saw that
they had gone astray, they (repented and)
said: "If our Lord have not mercy upon us
and forgive us, we shall certainly be of the
losers." (7:149)
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2:93 And (remember) when We took your covenant
and We raised above you the Mount (saying), "Hold
firmly to what We have given you and hear (Our
Word)."

11 //315/ /TJG

They said, "We have heard and disobeyed."
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And their hearts absorbed (the worship of) the calf
because of their disbelief.
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Say: "Worst indeed is that which your faith enjoins
on you if you are believers."

The Jews rebel after Allah took Their Covenant and raised the|
Mountain above Their Heads|

Allah says;
salsgeh STl e e B a8 s ;gub»’u,

And (remember) when We took your covenant and We
raised above you the Mount (saying), "Hold firmly to
what We have given you and hear (Our Word)."
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Allah reminded the Jews of their errors, breaking
His covenant, transgression and defiance, when
He raised Mount Tur above them so that they
would believe and agree to the terms of the
covenant. Yet, they broke it soon afterwards.
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They said, "We have heard and disobeyed."

We have mentioned the Tafsir of this subject
before.
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And their hearts absorbed (the worship of) the calf,

Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma'mar narrated that Qatadah
said that it,

means, "They absorbed its love, until its love
resided in their hearts."

This is also the opinion of Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-
Rabi bin Anas.

Allah's statement,
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Say: "Worst indeed is that which your faith enjoins on
you if you are believers."

means, "Worse yet is the manner in which you
behaved in the past and even now, disbelieving in
Allah's Ayat and defying the Prophets. You also
disbelieved in Muhammad, which is the worst of
your deeds and the harshest sin that you
committed. You disbelieved in the Final
Messenger and the master of all Prophets and
Messengers, the one who was sent to all
mankind. How can you then claim that you
believe, while committing the evil of breaking
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Allah's covenant, disbelieving in Allah's Ayat and
worshipping the calf instead of Allah"

T 5
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2:94 Say to (them): "If the abode of the Hereafter
with Allah is indeed for you especially and not for
others of mankind, then long for death if you are
truthful."
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2:95 But they will never long for it because of what
their hands have sent before them (i.e. what they
have done). And Allah is Aware of the Zalimin.

P
e
‘,/

\ ;ﬂiwﬁuﬂ,s ws e Wl o P

2:96 And verily, you will find them (the Jews) the
greediest of mankind for life and (even greedier)
than those who ascribe partners to Allah.
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One of them wishes that he could be given a life of

a thousand years. But the grant of such life will not
save him even a little from (due) punishment.

asila, Seridlls

And Allah is Seer of what they do.

Calling the Jews to invoke Allah to destroy the Unjust Party)

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn Abbas said,

"Allah said to His Prophet,
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Say to (them): "If the home of the Hereafter with Allah
is indeed for you especially and not for others, of
mankind, then long for death if you are truthful."

meaning, " Invoke Allah to bring death to the
lying camp among the two (Muslims and Jews).'

The Jews declined this offer by the Messenger of
Allah."

(39) el 2 2015 3 il 2 ity ofesias s

But they will never long for it because of what their
hands have sent before them (i.e. what they have done).
And Allah is Aware of the Zalimin (polytheists and
wrongdoers).

meaning, "Since they know that they recognize
you, and yet disbelieve in you."

Had they wished death that day, no Jew would
have remained alive on the face of the earth.

Moreover, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said that,

Q}ﬂ\\;laé (Then long for death), means,

"Invoke (Allah) for death."
Also, Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ikrimah said that Ibn
Abbas commented, @ég%}iful &3l 1543 (Then long
for death if you are truthful),

"Had the Jews invoked Allah for death, they would
have perished."

Also, Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Sa'id bin Jubayr saying
that Ibn Abbas said,
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"Had the Jews asked for death, one of them
would have choked on his own saliva."

These statements have authentic chains of
narration up to Ibn Abbas.

Further, Ibn Jarir said in his Tafsir,

"We were told that the Prophet said,
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Had the Jews wished for death, they would have
died and seen their seats in the Fire. And, those
who invoked such curse against Allah's Messenger
would have found no families or property had
they returned to their homes."

Similar to this Ayah is Allah's statement in Surah Al-
Jumuah,

I
r 29

o 58 e o) 2003 1287 22aes o) 136 ol @3l J

S i g
e

w—elh‘[)f{...lostm p.e.:s)j G

/[.oéoé g},i..al%mbmu»vggﬂ‘ ,J

\No—

Ga

\Yo—
G
o

(Say (O Muhammad): "O you Jews! If you
pretend that you are friends of Allah, to the
exclusion of (all) other mankind, then long for
death if you are truthful. "But they will never long
for it (death), because of what (deeds) their
hands have sent before them! And Allah knows
well the Zalimin.
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Say (to them): "Verily, the death from which you
flee will surely meet you, then you will be sent
back to (Allah) the Knower of the unseen and the
seen, and He will tell you what you used to do."
(62:6-8)

So they claimed that they are Allah's sons and loved
ones and said, "Only those who are Christian or Jews
shall enter Paradise."

Therefore, they were called to invoke Allah to destroy
the lying group, be it them or the Muslims. When the
Jews declined, every one was sure of their wrong, for
had they been sure of their claims, then they would have
accepted the proposal. Their lies were thus exposed after
they declined the offer to invoke the curse.

Similarly, the Messenger of Allah called a delegation of
Najran's Christians to curse after he refuted them in a
debate in which they demonstrated stubbornness and
defiance.

Allah said,
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Then whoever disputes with you concerning him
(" Isa) after (all this) knowledge that has come to
you (i.e. 'Isa) being a servant of Allah, and
having no share in divinity), say (O Muhammad):
"Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our
women and vyour women, ourselves and
yourselves - then we pray and invoke (sincerely)
the curse of Allah upon those who lie." (3:61)

When the Christians heard this challenge, some of them
said to each other, "By Allah! If you do such with this
Prophet, none of you will have an eye that blinks."
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This is when they resorted to peace and gave the Jizyah
(tax) in disgrace. The Prophet accepted the Jizyah from
them and sent Abu Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah with them as a
trustee.

Similar to this meaning is Allah's command to His
Prophet to proclaim to the polytheists:

Suas D Dshadial L BB e

Say (O Muhammad ) whoever is in error, the
Most Gracious (Allah) will prolong him (in it).
(19:75)

meaning, "Whoever among us has deviated, may
Allah increase and prolong his deviation."

We will mention this subject later, Allah willing.

The Mubahalah (invocation to Allah to destroy the liars)
was called a “wish' here, because every just person
wishes that Allah destroy the unjust opponent who is
debating with him, especially when the just person has a
clear, apparent proof for the truth he is calling to.

Also, the Mubahalah involves invoking Allah for death of
the unjust group, because to disbelievers, life is the
biggest prize, especially when they know the evil
destination they will meet after death.

Disbelievers wish They could live longe

This is why Allah said next,
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But they will never long for it because of what their
hands have sent before them (i.e. what they have done).
And Allah is Aware of the Zalimin. And verily, you will
find them (the Jews) the greediest of mankind for life.

282



meaning, greedy to live longer, because they
know their evil end, and the only reward they will
have with Allah is total loss. This life is a prison
for the believer and Paradise for the disbeliever.
Therefore, the People of the Book wish they could
delay the Hereafter, as much as possible.
However, they shall certainly meet what they are
trying to avoid, even if they are more eager to
delay the Hereafter than the polytheists who do
not have a divine book.
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and (even greedier) than those who ascribe partners to
Allah. One of them wishes that he could be given a life of
a thousand years.
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But the grant of such life will not save him even a little
from (due) punishment.

Muhammad bin Ishag narrated that Ibn Abbas
commented,

"Long life shall not save them from torment.
Certainly, the polytheists do not believe in
resurrection after death, and they would love to
enjoy a long life. The Jews know the humiliation
they will suffer in the Hereafter for knowingly
ignoring the truth."

Also, Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said,

"The Jews are most eager for this life. They wish
they could live for a thousand years. However,
living for a thousand years will not save them
from torment, just as Iblis - Satan - long life did
not benefit him, due to being a disbeliever."

(oskailay Stdlls. .
And Allah is Seer of what they do.
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meaning, "Allah knows what His servants are
doing, whether good or evil, and will compensate
each of them accordingly."
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2:97 Say (O Muhammad): "Whoever is an enemy to
Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed
he has brought it (this Qur'an) down to your heart
by Allah's permission, confirming what came before
it (i.e. the Tawrah and the Injil) and guidance and

glad tidings for the believers.

2:98 "Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His
Messengers, Jibril and Mika'il, then verily, Allah is
an enemy to the disbelievers."

The Jews are the Enemies of Jibril

Allah said,
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Say (O Muhammad): "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril
(Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has
brought it (this Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's
permission, confirming what came before it (i.e. the
Tawrah and the Injil) and guidance and glad tidings for
the believers.
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Imam Abu Jafar bin Jarir At-Tabari said,

"The scholars of Tafsir agree that this Ayah (2:
97-98) was revealed in response to the Jews who
claimed that Jibril (Gabriel) is an enemy of the
Jews and that Mikhail (Michael) is their friend."

Al-Bukhari said,

"Allah said, d:;él \)9’ ’g «* (Whoever is an
enemy of Jibril (let him die in his fury)).
Ikrimah said,

"Jibr, Mik and Israf all mean, worshipper, while
il means, Allah."

Anas bin Malik said,

"When Abdullah bin Salam heard of the arrival of
the Prophet in Al-Madinah, he was working on his
land. He came to the Prophet and said, 'I am
going to ask you about three things which nobody
knows except a Prophet.

o What will be the first portent of the Hour?

o What will be the first meal taken by the
people of Paradise?

o Why does a child resemble its father, and why
does it resemble its maternal uncle?'

Allah's Messenger said, (Jibril has just told me the
answers).

Abdullah said, "He (i.e. Jibril), among all the
angels, is the enemy of the Jews.'

%,;

Allah's Messenger recited the Ayah, j @

@ﬁézﬁ;ég&ﬁ (Whoever is an enemy to

Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed
he has brought it (this Qur'an) down to your
heart).

Allah's Messenger then said,
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¢ The first portent of the Hour will be a fire that
will bring together the people from the east to
the west;

e the first meal of the people of Paradise will be
the caudate lobe of the liver of fish.

e As for the child resembling his parents: If a
man has sexual intercourse with his wife and
his discharge is first, the child will resemble
the father. If the woman has a discharge first,
the child will resemble her side of the family.

On that Abdullah bin Salam said, "I testify that
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah
and you are the Messenger of Allah.'

Abdullah bin Salam further said, "O Allah's
Messenger! The Jews are liars, and if they should
come to know about my conversion to Islam
before you ask them (about me), they will tell a
lie about me.'

The Jews came to Allah's Messenger, and
Abdullah went inside the house. Allah's Messenger
asked (the Jews), “What kind of man is Abdullah
bin Salam?"

They replied, "He is the best among us, the son
of the best among us, our master and the son of
our master.'

Allah's Messenger said, What do you think if he
would embrace Islam?

The Jews said, ~May Allah save him from it.'

Then Abdullah bin Salam came out in front of
them saying, "I testify that none has the right to
be worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah.'

Thereupon they said, "He is the evilest among us,
and the son of the evilest among us.' And they
continued talking badly about him.
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Ibn Salam said, ‘This is what I feared, O
Messenger of Allah!""

Only Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith with this
chain of narration.

Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith from
Anas using another chain of narration.

Some people say that;

“il' means worshipper while whatever word that
is added to it becomes Allah's Name, because "il'
is a constant in such conjunction.

This is similar to the names Abdullah, Abdur-
Rahman, Abdul-Malik, Abdul-Quddus, Abdus-
Salam, Abdul-Kafi, Abdul-Jalil, and so forth.

Hence, "Abd' is constant in these compound
names, while the remainder differs from name to
name.

This is the same case with Jibril, Mikhail, Azra'il,
Israfil, and so forth.

Allah knows best.

Choosing Some Angels to believe in over Others is Disbelie
like choosing Some Prophets over Others|

Allah commanded,

Say (O Muhammad):
- ALELB L ABEE Ll e B e .
Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his

fury), for indeed he has brought it (this Qur'an) down to
your heart by Allah's permission,
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meaning, whoever becomes an enemy of Jibril, let
him know that he is Ruh Al-Qudus who brought
down the Glorious Dhikr (Qur'an) to your heart
from Allah by His leave. Hence, he is a messenger
from Allah. Whoever takes a messenger as an
enemy, will have taken all the messengers as
enemies.

Further, whoever believes in one messenger, is
required to believe in all of the messengers.
Whoever rejects one messenger, he has rejected
all of the messengers.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and
His Messengers and wish to make
distinction between Allah and His
Messengers (by believing in Allah and
disbelieving in His Messengers) saying,
"We believe in some but reject others."
(4:150)

Allah decreed that they are disbelievers, because
they believe in some Prophets and reject others.
This is the same with those who take Jibril as an
enemy, because Jibril did not choose missions on
his own, but by the command of his Lord,

;m ’;[i/ld)ﬂ)tﬂ/

And we (angels) descend not except by
the command of your Lord. (19: 64)

and,

~
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And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation
from the Lord of all that exists. Which the
trustworthy Ruh (Jibril) has brought down.
Upon your heart (O Muhammad) that you
may be (one) of the warners. (26:192-
194).

Al-Bukhari reported that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,

3y A e

Allah said, *Whoever takes a friend of Mine as an
enemy, will have started a war with Me.

Therefore, Allah became angry with those who

took Jibril as an enemy. Allah said, \E&EQ/
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(Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (Gabriel) (let him
die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it (this
Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's permission,
confirming what came before it) meaning, the
previous Books,

G

@r}f}’ﬁhgﬁjgf)ﬁj (and guidance and glad tidings

for the believers) meaning, as guidance to their
hearts and bringer of the good news of Paradise,
which is exclusively for the believers.

Similarly, Allah said,
g 0l 5l aglish Jd

Say: "It is for those who believe a guide
and a healing." (41:44)
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and,
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And We send down of the Qur'an that
which is a healing and a mercy to those
who believe. (17:82)

Allah then said,
- abagsalslasdllIS0s B 2

Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His
Messengers,

Allah stated that whoever takes Him, His angels
and messengers as enemies, then...Allah's
messengers include angels and men, for Allah
said,

153 leo sl oo 224

Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from
men. (22:75)

Allah said,
W T U

Jibril (Gabriel) and Mikhail (Michael).

Allah mentioned Jibril and Mikhail specifically -
although they are included among the angels who
were messengers - only because this Ayah was
meant to support Jibril the emissary between
Allah and His Prophets.

Allah also mentioned Mikhail here, because the
Jews claimed that Jibril was their enemy and
Mikhail was their friend.

Allah informed them that whoever is an enemy of
either of them, then he is also an enemy of the
other as well as Allah.
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We should state here that Mikhail sometimes
descended to some of Allah's Prophets, although
to a lesser extent than Jibril, because this was
primarily Jibril's task, and Israfil is entrusted with
the job of blowing the Trumpet for the
commencement of Resurrection on the Day of
Judgment.

It is recorded in the Sahih that whenever the Messenger
of Allah would wake up at night, he would supplicate,
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O Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mikhail and Israfil, Creator
of the heavens and earth and Knower of the seen
and the unseen! You judge between Your
servants regarding what they differ in, so direct
me to the truth which they differ on, by Your
leave. Verily, You guide whom You will to the
straight path.

> \

Allah's statement,

(M@ 38 E6. ..

Z

then verily, Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers.

informed the disbelievers that whoever takes a
friend of Allah as an enemy, then he has taken
Allah as an enemy, and whoever treats Allah as
an enemy, then he shall be Allah's enemy.

Indeed, whoever is an enemy of Allah then he will
lose in this life and the Hereafter, as stated
earlier;

g s LaBST 0B s Jsse
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Whoever takes a friend of Mine as an enemy, I
shall wage war on him.

e rd
4 A 92 /‘[’j.." «
QM\U/QIZQQS;&;«;%G%\;&@; I3l 085

2:99 And indeed We have sent down to you
manifest Ayat and none disbelieve in them but
Fasiqun (those who rebel against Allah's
command).
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2:100 Is it not (the case) that every time they make
a covenant, some party among them throw it aside!
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Nay! (the truth is:) most of them believe not.

a3 08 adalad Binaadll e 05040 2T (05

r

0% 9
52080 2558 20y 3BT EJJ\C,J:WGH,AJ
2:101 And when there came to them a Messenger
from Allah (i.e. Muhammad) confirming what was
with them, a party of those who were given the
Scripture threw away the Book of Allah behind their

backs as if they did not know!
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2:102 They followed what the Shayatin (devils)
gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Suleiman (Solomon).
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Suleiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin
(devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such
things that came down at Babylon to the two
angels, Harut and Marut,

2 ../.. 2% /G,/ fr E/ //’ -9
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but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone
(such things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)."
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And from these (angels) people learn that by which
they cause separation between man and his wife,
but they could not thus harm anyone except by
Allah's leave.
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And they learn that which harms them and profits
them not.
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And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic)
would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad
indeed was that for which they sold their own
selves, if they but knew.
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2:103 And if they had believed and guarded
themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah,

far better would have been the reward from their
Lord, if they but knew!




Proofs of Muhammad's Prophethood

Allah says;

I
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And indeed We have sent down to you manifest Ayat
and none disbelieve in them but Fasiqun (those who
rebel against Allah's command).

Imam Abu Jafar bin Jarir said that Allah's statement, 3533

ol bl &) @3] (And indeed We have sent down to
you manifest Ayat) means,

"We have sent to you, O Muhammad, clear signs
that testify to your prophethood."

These Ayat are contained in the Book of Allah (Qur'an)
which narrates the secrets of the knowledge that the
Jews possess, which they hid, and the stories of their
earlier generations.

The Book of Allah also mentions the texts in the Books of
the Jews that are known to only the rabbis and scholars,
and the sections where they altered and distorted the
rulings of the Tawrah. Since Allah mentioned all of this
in His Book revealed to His Prophet Muhammad, then
this fact alone should be enough evidence for those who
are truthful with themselves and who wish to avoid
bringing themselves to destruction due to envy and
transgression.

Further human instict testifies to the truth that
Muhammad was sent with and the clear signs that he
brought which he did not learn or acquire from mankind.

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said that, é\ﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂ 285

g <l (And indeed We have sent down to you
manifest Ayat) means,

"You recite and convey this Book to them day and
night, although you are an Ummi (unlettered)
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who never read a book. Yet, you inform them of
what they have (in their own Books). Allah stated
that this fact should serve as an example, a clear
sign and a proof against them, if they but knew."

The Jews break Their Covenants|

When the Messenger of Allah was sent and Allah reminded the
Jews of the covenant that they had with Him, especially
concerning Muhammad, Malik bin As-Sayf said,

"By Allah! Allah never made a covenant with us about
Muhammad, nor did He take a pledge from us at all."

Allah then revealed,
95, 6 - 5"
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Is it not (the case) that every time they make a
covenant, some party among them throw it aside.

0 esBla85Tds.
Nay! (the truth is: most of them believe not!

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that Allah's statement means,

"There is not a promise that they make, but they
break it and abandon it. They make a promise
today and break it tomorrow."

The Jews abandoned the Book of Allah and practiced Magic|

Allah tells,
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And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah
(i.e. Muhammad) confirming what was with them, a
party of those who were given the Scripture threw away
the Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did not
know!
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As-Suddi commented on, @é%&ﬁgﬁ‘g&;wﬁ)ﬁ&}ﬁ;blﬂj

}.’é.iz (And when there came to them a Messenger from

Allah (i.e. Muhammad) confirming what was with them),

"When Muhammad came to them, they wanted to
contradict and dispute with him using the
Tawrah. However, the Tawrah and the Qur'an
affirmed each other. So the Jews gave up on
using the Torah, and took to the Book of Asaf,
and the magic of Harut and Marut, which indeed
did not conform to the Qur'an.

-
>

Hence Allah's statement, @,%U}.’ﬁ% (As if they

did not know!)."

-

Also, Qatadah said that Allah's statement, O)'%l”’:’U}.éJ%

(As if they did not know!) means,

"They knew the truth but abandoned it, hid it and
denied the fact that they even had it."

Magic existed before Suleiman (Solomon)

Allah tells;
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They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out
(falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Suleiman
(Solomon). Suleiman did not disbelieve, but the

Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic,

As-Suddi said that Allah's statement, ‘wblesl \,ig[zbffﬁ\j

@L&;l.%@z\i%‘}e (They followed what the Shayatin (devils)
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gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Suleiman) means,

"*During the time of Prophet Suleiman.'

Beforehand, the devils used to ascend to heaven and
eavesdrop on the conversations of the angels about what
will occur on the earth regarding death, other incidents
or unseen matters.

They would convey this news to the soothsayers, and the
soothsayers would in turn convey the news to the
people. The people would believe what the soothsayers
told them as being true.

When the soothsayers trusted the devils, the devils
started to lie to them and added other words to the true
news that they heard, to the extent of adding seventy
false words to each true word. The people recorded
these words in some books. Soon after, the Children of
Israel said that the Jinns know matters of the Unseen.

When Solomon was sent as a Prophet, he collected these
books in a box and buried it under his throne; any devil
that dared get near the box was burned.

Solomon said, "I will not hear of anyone who says that
the devils know the Unseen, but I will cut off his head.'

When Solomon died and the scholars who knew the truth
about Solomon perished, there came another generation.
To them, the devil materialized in the shape of a human
and said to some of the Children of Israel, *Should I lead
you to a treasure that you will never be able to use up?"

They said. "Yes.'

He said, " Dig under this throne,' and he went with them
and showed them Solomon's throne.

They said to him, *Come closer.'

He said, "No. I will wait for you here, and if you do not
find the treasure then kill me.'
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They dug and found the buried books, and Satan said to
them, *Solomon only controlled the humans, devils and
birds with this magic.'

Thereafter, the news that Solomon was a sorcerer
spread among the people, and the Children of Israel
adopted these books. When Muhammad came, they
disputed with him relying on these books. Hence Allah's

statement, \)ﬁf@é%\@gjé@}g% (Suleiman did

not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved).

The Story of Harut and Marut, and the Explanation that The
were Angels|

Allah said,
- ostlasntle Ly SR Sl s .
And such things that came down at Babylon to the two
angels, Harut and Marut,
There is a difference of opinion regarding this story.

It was said that Al-Qurtubi stated that;
this Ayah denies that anything was sent down to

the two angels, he then referred to the Ayah, s

()L&il,%}if (Suleiman did not disbelieve) saying,

"The negation applies in both cases.

Allah then said, 3l o) ,aded] 55 o bli ) 5505
P _ 9
oSI&) Je 31 s (But the shayatin (devils)

disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things
that came down at Babylon to the two angels).

The Jews claimed that Gabriel and Michael
brought magic down to the two angels, but Allah
refuted this false claim."
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Also, Ibn Jarir reported, that Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas
- k| P '9
said about Allah's statement, dqbuégﬁ\éﬁafj% (And

such things that came down at Babylon to the two
angels),

"Allah did not send magic down."
Also, Ibn Jarir narrated that Ar-Rabi bin Anas said about,

P 9
d.ikiggﬂfj\&[)fiuj (And such things that came down

to the two angels),
"Allah did not send magic down to the them."

Ibn Jarir commented,
"This is the correct explanation for this Ayah,

oladlzels J o bli) I8 G140 (They followed

what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely) in
the lifetime of Suleiman) meaning, magic.

However, neither did Solomon disbelieve nor did
Allah send magic with the two angels. The devils,
on the other hand, disbelieved and taught magic
to the people of the Babylon of Harut and Marut."

Ibn Jarir continued;
"If someone asks about explaining this Ayah in

this manner, we say that, L;EC}{:[:WJ\ \;133[2\;@\3

QK;I.&@;\L% (They followed what the Shayatin

(devils) gave out (falsely) in the lifetime of
Suleiman) means, magic.

Solomon neither disbelieved nor did Allah send
magic with the two angels. However, the devils
disbelieved and taught magic to the people in the
Babylon of Harut and Marut, meaning Gabriel and
Michael, for Jewish sorcerers claimed that Allah
sent magic by the words of Gabriel and Michael to
Solomon, son of David.
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Allah denied this false claim and stated to His
Prophet Muhammad that Gabriel and Michael
were not sent with magic.

Allah also exonerated Solomon from practicing
magic, which the devils taught to the people of
Babylon by the hands of two men, Harut and
Marut. Hence, Harut and Marut were two ordinary
men (not angels or Gabriel or Michael)."

These were the words of At-Tabari, and this
explanation is not plausible.

Many among the Salaf, said that;

Harut and Marut were angels who came down
from heaven to earth and did what they did as
the Ayah stated.

To conform this opinion with the fact that the
angels are immune from error, we say that Allah
had eternal knowledge what these angels would
do, just as He had eternal knowledge that Iblis
would do as he did, while Allah refered to him

being among the angels, 30 |4 ai;(hlj[if;ﬁ

% L1 & 5. % .
é‘u&lﬂll,w (And (remember) when We said

to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves before
Adam." And they prostrated except Iblis (Satan),
he refused), (20:116), and so forth.

However, what Harut and Marut did was less evil
than what Iblis, may Allah curse him, did.

Al-Qurtubi reported this opinion from Ali, Ibn
Mas'ud, Ibn Abbas, Ibn Umar, Ka'b Al-Ahbar,
As-Suddi and Al-Kalbi.

Learning Magic is Kuf’

Allah said,

~
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But neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such
things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so disbelieve
not (by learning this magic from us).

Abu Jafar Ar-Razi said that Ar-Rabi bin Anas said that
Qays bin Abbad said that Ibn Abbas said,

"When someone came to the angels to learn
magic, they would discourage him and say to
him, “We are only a test, so do not fall into
disbelief.'

They had knowledge of what is good and evil and
what constitutes belief or disbelief, and they thus
knew that magic is a form of disbelief.

When the person who came to learn magic still
insisted on learning it, they commanded him to
go to such and such place, where if he went,
Satan would meet him and teach him magic.

When this man would learn magic, the light (of
faith) would depart him, and he would see it
shining (and flying away) in the sky. He would
then proclaim, 'O my sorrow! Woe unto me!
What should I do."

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that this Ayah means,

"The angels were sent with magic, so that the
people whom Allah willed would be tried and
tested. Allah made them promise that they would
not teach anyone until first proclaiming, *We are
a test for you, do not fall into disbelief.""

It was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim.
Also, Qatadah said,

"Allah took their covenant to not teach anyone
magic until they said, *We are a test. Therefore,
do not fall in disbelief.""

Also, As-Suddi said,
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"When a man would come to the two angels they
would advise him, Do not fall into disbelief. We
are a test. '

When the man would ignore their advice, they
would say, "Go to that pile of ashes and urinate
on it.'

When he would urinate on the ashes, a light,
meaning the light of faith, would depart from him
and would shine until it entered heaven. Then
something black that appeared to be smoke
would descend and enter his ears and the rest of
his body, and this is Allah's anger. When he told
the angels what happened, they would teach him
magic.
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taught anyone (such things) till they had said,
"We are for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning
this magic from us).

Sunayd said that Hajjaj said that Ibn Jurayj commented
on this Ayah (2:102),

"No one dares practice magic except a
disbeliever. As for the Fitnah, it involves trials
and freedom of choice."

The scholars who stated that learning magic is disbelief
relied on this Ayah for evidence. They also mentioned
the Hadith that Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded from
Abdullah, which states,
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Whoever came to a soothsayer or a sorcerer and
believed in what he said, will have disbelieved in
what Allah revealed to Muhammad.
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This Hadith has an authentic chain of narration
and there are other Hadiths which support it.

Causing a Separation between the Spouses is One of the]
Effects of Magic|

Allah said,
- .‘gm’. (. _ /// 4
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And from these (angels) people learn that by which they
cause separation between man and his wife,

This means, "The people learned magic from
Harut and Marut and indulged in evil acts that
included separating spouses, even though
spouses are close to, and intimately associate
with each other. This is the devil's work."

Muslim recorded that Jabir bin Abdullah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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Satan erects his throne on water and sends his
emissaries among the people. The closest person
to him is the person who causes the most Fitnah.
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One of them (a devil) would come to him and
would say, "I kept inciting so-and-so, until he
said such and such words.'

Iblis says, “No, by Allah, you have not done
much.'

Another devil would come to him and would say,
"I kept inciting so-and-so, until I separated
between him and his wife."

Satan would draw him closer and embrace him,
saying, " Yes, you did well.'

Separation between a man and his wife occurs here
because each spouse imagines that the other spouse is
ugly or ill-mannered, etc.

Allah's Appointed Term supercedes Everything

Allah said,
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But they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's
leave.

Sufyan Ath-Thawri commented,
"Except by Allah's appointed term."
Further, Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that,

"Allah allows magicians to adversely affect
whomever He wills and saves whomever He wills
from them. Sorcerers never bring harm to anyone
except by Allah's leave."

Allah's statement,
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And they learn that which harms them and profits them
not.
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means, it harms their religion and does not have
a benefit compared to its harm.

- -
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And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic)
would have no (Khalaq) share in the Hereafter.

meaning, "The Jews who preferred magic over
following the Messenger of Allah knew that those
who commit the same error shall have no Khalaq
in the Hereafter."

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and As-Suddi stated that;
"no Khalaq' means, "no share.'

Allah then said,
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And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their
own selves, if they but knew. And if they had believed
and guarded themselves from evil and kept their duty to
Allah, far better would have been the reward from their
Lord, if they but knew!

Allah stated, u’»—ijj (And how bad) meaning,

what they preferred, magic, instead of faith and
following the Messenger, if they but comprehend
the advice.
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And if they had believed and guarded themselves
from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far better
would have been the reward from their Lord,

meaning, "Had they believed in Allah and
His Messenger and avoided the
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prohibitions, then Allah's reward for these
good deeds would have been better for
them than what they chose and preferred
for themselves."

Similarly, Allah said,
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But those who had been given (religious)
knowledge said: "Woe to you! The reward
of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better for
those who believe and do righteous good
deeds, and this none shall attain except
As-Sabirun (the patient in following the
truth)." (28:80)
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2:104 O you who believe! Say not (to the
Messenger) Ra’ina but say Unzurna (make us
understand) and hear.

P

And for the disbelievers there is a painful torment.
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2:105 Neither those who disbelieve among the
People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) nor
Al-Mushrikin (the idolaters) like that there should
be sent down unto you any good from your Lord.

306



2ol LD 3015 g sz sy deiiodlls

But Allah chooses for His mercy whom He wills. And
Allah is the Owner of great bounty.

Manners in Speech

Allah says;
5 Je e g 38UsT als 3011 s el of 30T 4T el i
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O you who believe! Say not (to the Messenger) Ra " ina
but say Unzurna (make us understand) and hear. And
for the disbelievers there is a painful torment. (2:104)

zC"

Allah forbade His believing servants from imitating the
behavior and deeds of the disbelievers. The Jews used to
use devious words that hide what they really meant. May
Allah's curse be upon them.

When they wanted to say, "hear us,' they would use the
word Raina, which is an insult (in Hebrew, but means
“hear us' in Arabic).

Allah said,
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Among those who are Jews, there are some who
displace words from (their) right places and say:
"We hear your word (O Muhammad) and
disobey," and "Hear and let you (O Muhammad)
hear nothing."
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And Raina with a twist of their tongues and as a
mockery of the religion (Islam). And if only they
had said: "We hear and obey," and "Do make us
understand," it would have been better for them,
and more proper; but Allah cursed them for their
disbelief, so they believe not except a few. (4:46)

Also, the Hadiths stated that;

when they would greet Muslims, they would say,
"As-Samu alaykum,' meaning, “death be to
you'. This is why we were commanded to answer
them by saying, “Wa alaykum,' meaning, " and
to you too', then our supplication against them
shall be answered, rather than theirs against us.

Allah forbade the believers from imitating the
disbelievers in tongue or deed.

Allah said,
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O you who believe! Say not (to the Messenger)
Ra ina but say Unzurna (make us understand)
and hear. And for the disbelievers there is a
painful torment.

Also, Imam Ahmad narrated that Ibn Umar said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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I was sent with the sword just before the Last

Hour, so that Allah is worshipped alone without

partners. My sustenance was provided for me

from under the shadow of my spear. Those who
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oppose my command were humiliated and made
inferior, and whoever imitates a people, he is one
of them.

Abu Dawud narrated that the Prophet said,

P
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Whoever imitates a people is one of them.

These Hadiths indicate, along with their threats and
warnings, that we are not allowed to imitate the
disbelievers in their statements, deeds, clothes, feasts,
acts of worship, etc., whatever actions of the
disbelievers that were not legislated for us.

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas commented on the
PR <
Ayah, [.:g.\&\,j,uU (Say not (to the Messenger) Ra "ina),
"They used to say to the Prophet, Ar ina samak

(which is an insult)."

Ibn Abu Hatim said that it was reported that Abu
Al-Aliyah, Abu Malik, Ar-Rabi bin Anas, Atiyah Al-
Awfi and Qatadah said similarly.

Further, Mujahid said,
"*Do not say Ra"ina' means, ‘Do not dispute'."
Mujahid said in another narration,

"Do not say, "We hear from you, and you hear
from us.""

Also, Ata'said,

"Do not say, Lig.‘(/ (Ra"ina), which was a dialect

that the Ansar used and which was forbidden
from use by Allah."

Also, As-Suddi said,
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"Rifaah bin Zayd, a Jewish man from the tribe of
Qaynuga, used to come to the Prophet and say to
him, “Hear, Ghayr Musma'in (let you hear
nothing).'

The Muslims used to think that the Prophets are
greeted and honored with this type of speech,
and this is why some of them used to say, 'Hear,
let you hear nothing,' and so on, as mentioned in
Surah An-Nisa."

Thereafter, Allah forbade the believers from
uttering the word Ra “ina."

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam also said
similarly.

The extreme Enmity that the Disbelievers and the People o
the Book have against Muslims

Allah said next,
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Neither those who disbelieve among the People of the
Scripture (Jews and Christians) nor Al-Mushrikin (the
idolaters), like that there should be sent down unto you
any good from your Lord.

Allah described the deep enmity that the
disbelieving polytheists and People of the
Scripture, whom Allah warned against imitating,
have against the believers, so that Muslims
should sever all friendship with them.

Also, Allah mentioned what He granted the believers of
the perfect Law that He legislated for their Prophet
Muhammad.

Allah said,
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But Allah chooses for His mercy whom He wills. And
Allah is the Owner of great bounty. (2:105)

2:106 Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh
(We abrogate) or Nunsiha (cause to be forgotten),
We bring a better one or similar to it.

Sdseh B Jealig PNE

Know you not that Allah is Able to do all things
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2:107 Know you not that it is Allah to Whom
belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth!
And besides Allah you have neither any Wali
(protector or guardian) nor any helper.

The Meaning of Naskh|

Ayah says;

Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh (We
abrogate) or Nunsiha (cause to be forgotten), We bring
a better one or similar to it.

Ibn Abi Talhah said that Ibn Abbas said that, (,ec-@(z

-

201 (Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means,

z*
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"Whatever an Ayah We abrogate."
Also, Ibn Jurayj said that Mujahid said that, é}\@e@a[z
(Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means,
"Whatever an Ayah We erase."

Also, Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid said that, Q«g@«ﬂ;

-

é() (Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means,

"We keep the words, but change the meaning."

He related these words to the companions of
Abdullah bin Mas" ud.

Ibn Abi Hatim said that similar statements were
mentioned by Abu Al-Aliyah and Muhammad bin
Ka'b Al-Qurazi.
Also As-Suddi said that, é\ﬂw’c&ﬁk (Whatever a verse
(revelation) do Nansakh) means,

"We erase it."
Further, Ibn Abi Hatim said that it means,

"Erase and raise it, such as erasing the following
wordings (from the Qur'an), ‘The married
adulterer and the married adulteress: stone them
to death,’ and, "If the son of Adam had two
valleys of gold, he would seek a third.""

Ibn Jarir stated that, &l ue’cf«ﬁlz (Whatever a verse
(revelation) do Nansakh) means,

"Whatever ruling we repeal in an Ayah by making
the allowed unlawful and the unlawful allowed."

The Nasakh only occurs with commandments,
prohibitions, permissions, and so forth.

As for stories, they do not undergo Nasakh.
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The word, “Nasakh' literally means, "to copy a book'.

The meaning of Nasakh in the case of commandments
is removing the commandment and replacing it by
another. And whether the Nasakh involves the
wordings, the ruling or both, it is still called Nasakh.

Allah said next,

or Nunsiha (cause it to be forgotten).

Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn Abbas said that, (s34

VIR '235@;‘ (Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh or

Nunsiha) means,

"Whatever Ayah We repeal or uphold without
change."

Also, Mujahid said that the companions of Ibn Mas ud
(who read this word Nansa'ha) said that it means,

"We uphold its wording and change its ruling."

Further, Ubayd bin Umayr, Mujahid and Ata said,
"Nansa'ha' means,

"We delay it (i.e., do not abrogate it)."
Further, Atiyah Al-Awfi said that the Ayah means,
"We delay repealing it."

This is the same Tafsir provided by As-Suddi and
Ar-Rabi bin Anas.

Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma' mar said that Qatadah said

-

about Allah's statement, wﬂ%}\@@[ﬁ (Whatever a

verse (revelation) do We abrogate or cause to be
forgotten),
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"Allah made His Prophet forget what He willed
and He abrogated what He will."

Allah's said,

We bring a better one or similar to it,

better, relates to the benefit provided for the one
it addresses,

as reported from Ali bin Abi Talhah that Ibn Abbas

said, L’gig,»;ggt (We bring a better one) means,

"We bring forth a more beneficial ruling, that is
also easier for you."

2 % P “ ;/ .
Also, As-Suddi said that, Ug.}zgjﬂg*g)»gyb (We bring a
better one or similar to it) means,

"We bring forth a better Ayah, or similar to that
which was repealed."

Qatadah also said that, @3531[73.@)539)& (We bring a
better one or similar to it) means,

"We replace it by an Ayah more facilitating,
permitting, commanding, or prohibiting."

Naskh occurs even though the Jews deny i

Allah said,
ARRYS® gS;wJSJ&JJ‘
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Know you not that Allah is Able to do all things!
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Know you not that it is Allah to Whom belongs the
dominion of the heavens and the earth! And besides
Allah you have neither any Wali (protector or guardian)
nor any helper.

Allah directed His servants to the fact that He alone is
the Owner of His creatures and that He does with them
as He wills. Indeed, His is the supreme authority and all
creation is His, and just as He created them as He wills,
He brings happiness to whom He wills, misery to whom
He wills, health to whom He wills and ailment to whom
He wills.

He also brings success to whom He wills and failure to
whom He wills.

He judges between His servants as He wills, allows what
He wills and disallows what He wills. He decides what He
wills, there is no opponent for His judgment, and no one
can question Him about what He does, while they shall
be questioned.

He tests His servants and their obedience to His
Messengers by the Naskh. He commands a matter
containing a benefit which He knows of, and then He out
of His wisdom, prohibits it. Hence, perfect obedience is
realized by adhering to His commands, following His
Messengers, believing in what ever they convey,
implementing their commands and avoiding what they
prohibit.

The statements of Allah here contain tremendous
benefit, prove that the Jews are disbelievers and refute
their claim that Naskh does not occur, may Allah curse
the Jews. In ignorance and arrogance they claimed that
the sound mind stipulates that Naskh does not occur.
Some of them falsely claimed that there are divine texts
that dismiss the possibility that Naskh occurred.

Imam Abu Jafar bin Jarir said,

"The Ayah means, 'Do you not know, O
Muhammad, that I alone own the heavens and
the earth and that I decide whatever I will in
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them I forbid whatever I will, change and repeal
whatever I will of My previous rulings, whenever 1
will. I also uphold whatever I will."

Ibn Jarir then said,

"Although Allah directed His statement indicating
His greatness towards His Prophet, He also
rejected the lies of the Jews who denied that the
rulings of the Torah could undergo Naskh.

The Jews also denied the Prophethood of Jesus
and Muhammad, because of their dislike for what
they brought from Allah, such as changing some
rulings of the Torah, as Allah commanded. Allah
thus proclaimed to the Jews that He owns the
heavens and earth and also all authority in them.

Further, the subjects in Allah's kingdom are His
creation, and they are required to hear and obey
His commands and prohibitions. Allah has full
authority to command the creation as He wills,
forbidding them from what He wills, abrogate
what He wills, uphold what He wills, and decide
whatever commandments and prohibitions He
wills."

I (Ibn Kathir) say that;

the Jews' dismissal of the occurrence of the
Naskh is only a case of their disbelief and
rebellion. The sound mind does not deny that
there  could be a Naskh in Allah's
commandments, for He decides what He wills,
just as He does what He wills. Further, Naskh
occurred in previous Books and Law. For instance,

o Allah allowed Adam to marry his daughters to
his sons and then later forbade this practice.

o Allah also allowed Nuh to eat from all kinds of
animals after they left the ark, then prohibited
eating some types of foods.
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o Further, marrying two sisters to one man was
allowed for Israel and his children, but Allah
prohibited this practice later in the Torah.

o Allah commanded Abraham to slaughter his
son, then repealed that command before it
was implemented.

o Also, Allah commanded the Children of Israel
to kill those who worshipped the calf and then
repealed that command, so that the Children
of Israel were not all exterminated.

There are many other instances that the Jews
admit have occurred, yet they ignore them.

Also, it is a well-known fact that their Books
foretold about Muhammad and contained the
command to follow him. These texts, in their
Books, indicate that the Jews were required to
follow the Prophet Muhammad and that no good
deed would be accepted from them, unless it
conformed to Muhammad's Law. The Prophet
brought another Book, - the Qur'an -, which is the
last revelation from Allah.
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2:108 Or do you want to ask your Messenger
(Muhammad) as Musa (Moses) was asked before
(i.e. show us openly our Lord)! And he who changes
faith for disbelief, verily, he has gone astray from
the right way.

The Prohibition of Unnecessary Questions|

Allah said;
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Or do you want to ask your Messenger (Muhammad) as
Musa (Moses) was asked before (i.e. show us openly our
Lord)! And he who changes faith for disbelief, verily, he
has gone astray from the right way.

In this Ayah, Allah forbade the believers from
asking the Prophet numerous questions about
matters that did not occur yet.

Similarly, Allah said,
IS ofs 8 523280080 il 0T ek
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O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if
made plain to you, may cause you trouble. But if
you ask about them while the Qur'an is being
revealed, they will be made plain to you. (5:101)

This Ayah means,

"If you ask about a matter after it is
revealed, it shall be duly explained to you.
Therefore, do not ask about matters that
have not occurred yet, for they might
become prohibited, due to your
questions."

This is why the Sahih narrated,
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The greatest criminal among the Muslims is the
one who asks if a thing is prohibited, which is not
prohibited, and it becomes prohibited because of
his asking about it.

This is why when the Messenger of Allah was asked
about a husband who finds another man with his wife; if
he exposes the adultery, he will be exposing a major
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incident; if he is quiet about it, he will be quiet about a
major matter. The Messenger of Allah did not like such
questions. Later on, Allah revealed the ruling of
Mula ™ anah (Refer to 24:6-9 in the Qur'an).

The Two Sahihs recorded that Al-Mughirah bin Shu ' bah
said that;

the Messenger of Allah "Forbade saying, "It was
said' and “He said,' and wasting money and
asking many questions."

Muslim recorded that the Prophet said,
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Leave me as I leave you; those before you were
only destroyed because of their excessive
questioning and disputing with their Prophets.
Therefore, when I command you with a matter,
adhere to it as much as you can, and when I
forbid from something, avoid it.

The Prophet only said this after he told the
Companions that Allah has ordered them to
perform Hajj. A man asked, "Every year, O
Messenger of Allah?"

The Prophet did not answer him, but he repeated
his question three times.

Then the Prophet said,
RAH VIS RESUS ERAG A

No. Had I said yes, it would have been ordained,
and you would not have been able to implement
it.

This is why Anas bin Malik said,
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"We were forbidden from asking the Messenger of
Allah about things. So we were delighted when a
Bedouin man would come and ask him while we
listened."

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Muhammad bin Abi
Muhammad told him that Ikrimah or Sa'id said that Ibn
Abbas said that Rafi bin Huraymilah or Wahb bin Zayd
said,

"O Muhammad! Bring us a Book sent down from
heaven and which we could read, and make some
rivers flow for us, then we will follow you and
believe in you." Allah sent down the answer to
this challenge,
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Or do you want to ask your Messenger
(Muhammad) as Musa was asked before (i.e.
show us openly our Lord)! And he who changes
faith for disbelief, verily, he has gone astray from
the right way.

Allah criticized those who ask the Messenger of Allah
about a certain matter just for the purpose of being
difficult, just as the Children of Israel asked Musa out of
stubbornness, rejection and rebellion.

Allah said,
25
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And he who changes faith for disbelief,

meaning, whoever prefers disbelief to faith.

ARIS W 4 JLB0E ..

verily, he has gone astray from the right way.

meaning, he has strayed from the straight path,
to the path of ignorance and misguidance.
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This is the case of those who deviated from
accepting the Prophets and obeying them and
those who kept asking their Prophets unnecessary
questions in defiance and disbelief, just as Allah
said,

E
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Have you not seen those who have changed the
blessings of Allah into disbelief (by denying
Prophet Muhammad and his Message of Islam),
and caused their people to dwell in the house of
destruction Hell, in which they will burn and what
an evil place to settle in! (14:28-29)

Abu Al-Aliyah commented,

"They exchanged comfort for hardship."
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2:109 Many of the People of the Scripture (Jews
and Christians) wish that they could turn you away
as disbelievers after you have believed, out of envy
from their own selves, even after the truth (that
Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) has become
manifest unto them.
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But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His
command. Verily, AIIah is able to do all things.
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2:110 And perform the Salah and give the Zakah,
and whatever of good you send forth for yourselves
before you, you shall find it with Allah. Certainly,
Allah is the Seer of what you do.

The Prohibition of following the Ways of the People of the

Allah says;
2 2 8 o ,w >
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Many of the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)
wish that they could turn you away as disbelievers after
you have believed,

Allah warned His believing servants against following the
ways of the People of Book, who publicly and secretly
harbor enmity and hatred for the believers, and who
envy the believers, while they recognize the virtue of the
believers and their Prophet.

Allah also commanded His believing servants to forgive
them and to be patient with them, until Allah delivers His
aid and victory to them. Allah commanded the believers
to perform the prayer perfectly, to pay the Zakah and
He encouraged them to preserve the practice of these
righteous deeds.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abdullah bin Ka b bin Malik
said that;

Ka'b bin Al-Ashraf, who was a Jew and a poet,
used to criticize the Prophet in his poems, so

Allah revealed, ,,Q»,-Jjutﬂ\da %.5% (Many

of the People of the Scripture (Jews and
Christians) wish that they could turn you away..)
regarding his matter.

Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas said,
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"An unlettered Messenger came to the People of
the Scriptures confirming what they have in their
own Books about the Messengers and the Ayat of
Allah. He also believes in all of this, just as they
believe in it. Yet, they rejected the Prophet out of
disbelief, envy and transgression. This is why
Allah said,
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out of envy from their own selves, even after the
truth (that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) has
become manifest unto them.

Allah said that after He illuminated the truth for
them, such that they were not ignorant of any of
it, yet their envy made them deny the Prophet.
Thus Allah criticized, chastised and denounced
them."

Allah legislated the characteristics that His Prophet and
the believers should adhere to: belief, faith and
accepting what Allah revealed to them and to those
before them out of His generosity and tremendous
kindness.

-

Ar-Rabi bin Anas said that, MT%@ (from their own

selves) means,
"of their making."

&/’ /f/: 5 w
Also, Abu Al-Aliyah said that, 35 23) 555 Goai 4 (even

after the truth (that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger)
has become manifest unto them) means,

"After it became clear that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah whom they find written of in
the Torah and the Injil. They denied him in
disbelief and transgression because he was not
one of them."

Qatadah and Ar-Rabi bin Anas said similarly.
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Allah said,
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But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His command.

this is similar to His saying;

<5 ,/ - P Ed 2 2 - o 5%
SIS 53 0ol e 2808 e 3011 55 ol e G T

T

k3
:fr\
\

And you shall certainly hear much that will grieve
you from those who received the Scripture before
you (Jews and Christians) and from those who
ascribe partners to Allah. (3: 186)

Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn Abbas said that,
"Allah's statement, ;f@ Al @t&i}l&\j T;é}.[;
(But forgive and overlook, 'tiII Allah brings His
command.) was abrogated by the Ayah, Uéi[j
ahoabuss das 55 24 (Then kill the Mushrikin
wherever you find them), (9:5), and,

50Ul s Uced e
Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor
in the Last Day) (9:29) until, @s3le 245  (And
feel themselves subdued), (9:29).
Allah's pardon for the disbelievers was repealed."

Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi bin Anas, Qatadah and As-
Suddi said similarly:

It was abrogated by the Ayah of the sword "
(Mentioned above). The Ayah, mlaﬁ\ @Luo

(till Allah brings His command.) gives further
support for this view.
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Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Usamah bin Zayd saying that;

the Messenger of Allah and his Companions used
to forgive the disbelievers and the People of the
Book, just as Allah commanded in His statement,
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But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His
command. Verily, Allah is able to do all things.

The Messenger of Allah used to forgive them and
was patient with them as Allah ordered him, until
Allah allowed fighting them. Then Allah destroyed
those who He decreed to be killed among the
strong men of Quraysh, by the Prophet's forces.

The chain of narration for this text is Sahih, but I
did not see its wordings in the six collections of
Hadith, although the basis of it is in the Two
Sahihs, narrated from Usamah bin Zayd.

The Encouragement to perform Good Deeds

Allah said,
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And perform the Salah and give the Zakah, and
whatever of good you send forth for yourselves before
you, you shall find it with Allah.

Allah  encouraged the believers to busy
themselves in performing deeds that would bring
them benefit and reward on the Day of
Resurrection, such as prayer and paying Zakah.
This way, they will gain Allah's aid in this life and
on a Day when the witnesses testify,
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The Day when their excuses will be of no
profit to the Zalimin (wrongdoers). Theirs
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will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil
abode (i.e. painful torment in Hell-fire).
(40:52)

This is why Allah said,
01 ) S aiilagally). .

Certainly, Allah sees what you do.

meaning, that He is never unaware of the deeds
of any person, nor will these deeds be lost by
Him. Whether deeds are righteous or evil, Allah
will award each according to what he or she
deserves based on their deeds.
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2:111 And they say, "None shall enter Paradise
unless he be a Jew or a Christian." These are their
own desires.

@ 2 2. .97 & 72
Oz 28 o) 385835 S

Say (O Muhammad ), "Produce your Burhan if you
are truthful."
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2:112 Yes! But whoever submits his face (himself)
to Allah (i.e. follows Allah's religion of Islamic
Monotheism) and he is a Muhsin then his reward is
with his Lord (Allah), on such shall be no fear, nor
shall they grieve.
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2:113 The Jews said that the Christians follow
nothing (i.e. are not on the right religion); and the
Christians said that the Jews follow nothing (i.e. are
not on the right religion); though they both recite
the Scripture.

Like unto their word, said those (the pagans) who
know not.
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Allah will judge between them on the Day of
Resurrection about that wherein they have been
differing.

The Hopes of the People of the Book

Allah tells;
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And they say, "None shall enter Paradise unless he be a
Jew or a Christian." These are their own desires.

Allah made the confusion of the Jews and the
Christians clear, since they claim that no one will
enter Paradise, unless he is a Jew or a Christian.

Similarly, Allah mentioned their claims in Surah
Al-Ma'idah:

AR HERES
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We are the children of Allah and His loved ones.
(5:18)

Allah refuted this false claim and informed them that
they will be punished because of their sins.
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Previously we mentioned their claim that the Fire would
not touch them for more than a few days, after which
they would be put in Paradise. Allah rebuked this claim,

5 99

and He said about this baseless claim, MLET@;&; (These
are their own desires).
Abu Al-Aliyah commented,

"These are wishes that they wished Allah would
answer, without basis."

Similar was stated by Qatadah and Ar-Rabi bin
Anas.

Allah then said,
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Say,

meaning, "Say O Muhammad:"

b
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"Produce your Burhan..."

Abu Al-Aliyah, Mujahid, As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi bin Anas
stated,

meaning, "Your proof."
Qatadah said that the Ayah means,

"Bring the evidence that supports your statement.
PR PR ',O
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if you are truthful, (in your claim)."

Allah then said,
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Yes! But whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e.
follows Allah's religion of Islamic Monotheism) and he is
a Muhsin.

meaning, "Whoever performs deeds in sincerity,
for Allah alone without partners."

In a similar statement, Allah said,
g P "t X1 AN <
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So if they dispute with you (Muhammad) say: "I
have submitted myself to Allah (in Islam), and
(so have) those who follow me." (3:20)

Abu Al-Aliyah and Ar-Rabi said that, 9\1)3\@.;3;,1.’«103 3

(Yes! But whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah)
means,

"Whoever is sincere with Allah."
Also, Sa'id bin Jubayr said that,
,3151@593 (Yes! But whoever submits) means, he

is sincere.

42

a2>73 (his face (himself)) meaning, in his religion.

(w34 385 (and he is a Muhsin) following the
Messenger.

For there are two conditions for deeds to be accepted;

e the deed must be performed for Allah's sake
alone and

e conform to the Shariah.

When the deed is sincere, but does not conform to the
Shariah, then it will not be accepted.

The Messenger of Allah said,

329



)C/Eéj Bﬁiﬁﬂéd@@-&d@ oS ()P

Whoever performs a deed that does not conform
with our matter (religion), then it will be rejected.

This Hadith was recorded by Muslim.

Therefore, the good deeds of the priests and rabbis will
not be accepted, even if they are sincerely for Allah
alone, because these deeds do not conform with the
method of the Messenger, who was sent for all mankind.

Allah said regarding such cases,
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And We shall turn to whatever deeds they
(disbelievers, polytheists, sinners) did, and We
shall make such deeds as scattered floating
particles of dust. (25:23)

-
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As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like
a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks it to

be water, until he comes up to it, he finds it to be
nothing. (24:39)

and,
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Some faces, that Day will be humiliated.
Laboring, weary. They will enter in the hot blazing
Fire. They will be given to drink from a boiling
spring. (88:2-5)

When the deed conforms to the Shariah outwardly, but
the person did not perform it sincerely for Allah alone,
the deed will also be rejected, as in the case of the
hypocrites and those who do their deeds to show off.

Similarly, Allah said,
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Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it
is He Who deceives them. And when they stand
up for As-Salah (the prayer), they stand with
laziness to be seen by people, and they do not
remember Allah but little. (4:142)

and,
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So woe unto those performers of Salah (prayers)
(hypocrites). Those who delay their Salah (from
their stated fixed times). Those who do good

deeds only to be seen (of men). And withhold Al-
Maun (small kindnesses). (107:4-7)

This is why Allah said,
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So whoever hopes for the meeting with his
Lord, let him work righteousness and
associate none as a partner in the worship
of his Lord. (18:110)

He also said in this Ayah,
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Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah
(follows Allah's religion of Islamic Monotheism) and he is
a Muhsin.

Allah's statement,
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Shall have their reward with their Lord, on them shall be
no fear, nor shall they grieve,

guaranteed them the rewards and safety from
what they fear and should avoid.

}.@313&3; Us (There shall be no fear on them) in

the future,

2/:/’9

P> o Us (nor shall they grieve) about what
they abandoned in the past.

Moreover, Sa'id bin Jubayr said,

"}.eé[if:j;[.\j (There shall be no fear on them) in

the Hereafter, and (333 24 Us (nor shall they

grieve) about their imminent death."
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The Jews and Christians dispute among Themselves out o
Disbelief and Stubbornness|

Allah said,
s sl cadsrladl JGsy et gl allca s 1 s
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The Jews said that the Christians follow nothing (i.e. are
not on the right religion); and the Christians said that
the Jews follow nothing (i.e. are not on the right
religion); though they both recite the Scripture.

Allah explained the disputes, hatred and stubbornness
that the People of the Book have towards each other.

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"When a delegation of Christians from Najran
came to the Messenger of Allah, the Jewish rabbis
came and began arguing with them before the
Messenger of Allah. Rafi bin Huraymilah said,
“You do not follow anything,' and he reiterated
his disbelief in Jesus and the Injil. Then a
Christian man from Najran's delegation said to
the Jews, "Rather, you do not follow anything,'
and he reiterated his rejection of Musa's
Prophethood and his disbelief in the Torah. So
Allah revealed the Ayah,
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The Jews said that the Christians follow nothing
(i.,e. are not on the right religion); and the
Christians said that the Jews follow nothing (i.e.
are not on the right religion); though they both
recite the Scripture.”

Allah made it clear that each party read the affirmation
of what they claimed to reject in their Book.
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Consequently, the Jews disbelieve in Jesus, even though
they have the Torah in which Allah took their Covenant
by the tongue of Moses to believe in Jesus.

Also, the Gospel contains Jesus' assertion that Moses'
Prophethood and the Torah came from Allah. Yet, each
party disbelieved in what the other party had.

Allah said,
Like unto their word, said those who know not,

thus exposing the ignorance displayed by the
Jews and the Christians concerning their
statements that we mentioned.

There is a difference of opinion regarding the meaning of

Allah's statement, @}L’QU@A}:}\ (who know not),

For instance, Ar-Rabi bin Anas and Qatadah said that,
Q&U@J\U@é@&f (Like unto their word, said those
said those who know not) means,

"The Christians said similar statements to the
Jews."

Ibn Jurayj asked Ata "Who are those “who know not?""

Ata said, "Nations that existed before the Jews and the
Christians and before the Torah and the Gospel."

Also, As-Suddi said that,
02550 5200l UG (said those who know not) is in

reference to the Arabs who said that Muhammad
was not following anything (i. e. did not follow a
true or existing religion).

Abu Jafar bin Jarir chose the view that;
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this Ayah is general and that there is no evidence
that specifically supports any of these
explanations. So interpreting the Ayah in a
general way is better.

Allah knows best.

Allah said,
OV E e SB L saald) 43 g5 28354006

Allah will judge between them on the Day of
Resurrection about that wherein they have been
differing.

meaning, that Allah will gather them all on the
Day of Return. On that Day, Allah will justly judge
between them, for He is never unjust with
anyone, even as little as the weight of an atom.

This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement in Surah
Al-Hajj,
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Verily, those who believe (in Allah and in His
Messenger Muhamma